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84 ZECHARIAH AND HIS PROPHECIES.  [Ch.iv. I~3

candlestick in Zechariah’s vision! stood two wonderful olive
trees, on which were two fruit-bearing branches, from the

1 In the woodcut given above, the reservoir or bowl {55, 123) is repre-
sented (marked 1) as above the candlestick (H?R.T‘PQ ) verse 2. The two chan-
 nels (nhza:_'s), verse 12, are marked 2, 2. By these the two fruitful branches
. discharged their oil (termed **the gold ” in wverse 12, see crit. comm,} into the

bowl, and thence to the several lamps. ‘These channels cannot possibly Le
identified with the seven, fourteen, or forty-nine pipes (NPT, verse z), marked
respectively by the number 4, which pipes conveyed the oil directly to the seven
lamps (verse 2) marked severally in our woodcut, by the figure §, which lamps were
placed upon the candlestick. It may be a matter of doubt whether the lamps
should be considered as forming an inseparable part of the candlestick itself, or as
. simply placed upon it (verse 2). Only two fruit-bearing branches are mentioned
in verse 12 as belonging to the two olive trees, These are marked severaily by the
. numerals 3, 3. As the candlestick seen in the vision was the candlestick of the
. Mosaic tabernacle (see above), it has been depicted in our woodcat according to

* the description given in Exod. xzv. 31 fi., and not after the model on the Arch of

" Titus. The exact form of the base of ihe candlestick of the Mosaic tabernacle is
a matter of uncertainty. The olive trees on the right and the Ieft of the candle-
stick, which have been drawn true to nature, have been placed a little in the
bachground, inasmuch as the candlestick itself formed the chief object that was
11119
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Learning from Heretics
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Aher's daughter [once] came before Rabbi and said to himi
O master, support me! He asked her: *Whose daughter firt t.hou?
She replied: 1 am Aher’s daughter. Said he: Are any of l:us children
left in the world? Behold it is written: He shall have nesther son nior
sor's som among his people, nor any remaining e Wis dwellings!? She
answered: Remember his Torah® and not his deeds. Forthwﬁh.
2 fire came down and enveloped Rabbr's bench.s [Thcreupon]
Rabbi wept and said: I it be so on account of those who dishonour
her, ' how much more so on account of those who honour her!

But how did R. Meir learn Torah at the mouth of Aher? Behold -

Rabbah b. Bar Hana said that R. Johanan suid: Whae is the
meaning of the verse, For the priest’s lips shoald keep knowledge, and
they should seck the Law at his mouth; for he 15 the messcuger of the Lord
of hosts? " [This means that]if the teacher is like an angel f)fthe Lord
of hosts, they should seek the Law at his mouth, bu_t if not, they
should not seek the Law at his mouth! — Resh Lakish answere.d:
R. Meir found a verse and expounded it [as follows]: Incline thine
ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply thy heart unto my Enowled ge'. ”
It does not say, ‘unto their knowledge’, but *unto my knowledge'. '3
R. Hanina said, [he deduced it] from here: Hearken, O daughter,
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and consider, amd incline thine car; forget also thine own prople, and thy
fuiher's house eve.r The verses comradict one another! s —There
1s no contradiction: In the one case Scripture relers to an adule,s
in the other to a child. When R. Dini came [to Babylon| he said:
In the West, 4 they say: R, Meir ate the date and chrew the kernels
away.

Raba expounded: What is the meaning of the verse: I went down
to the garden of nuts, to look ut the green plunts of the valley etc 26 Why
are the scholars likened to the nut? To ctelf you that just as [in
the case of] the nut, chough it be spoiled with mud and hich,
yet are its contents not contemned, so [m the case of ] a scholar,
although he may have sinned, yet is his Torah not contemned.

Rabbah b. Shila [once| met Eljah.7 He said to him: What is
the Holy One, blessed be He, domg? He answered: He utrers
traditions in the name® of ail the Rabbis, but in the name ol IR.
Meir he does not utter. Rabbah asked him, Why?-—Because he
learnt traditions ac the mouth of Aher. Said [Rabbah| te him:
But why? R. Meir found a pomegranate; he ate [the (ruit| within
it, and the peel he threw away! He answered: Now9 He says:
Meir my son says: ' ‘
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Meco KATAN 17a

There
was once a cereain Callegiate whose reputation.was objectionable.
Said Rab Judah, How 1s one to act? To put the shanumieslie on lum
[we cannot], as the Rabbis have need of him [as an able teacher].
Not to put the shammetha on him [we cannot afford | as the name

of Heaven is being profaned. Sard he to Rabbah b. Bar Hana,
Have you heard aught on thar pomt? He replied: “Thus said R.

Johanan: What means che texe. For the priest’s dips should keep
knowledge and they should seek ihe Law at his mouth; for ke is the messenger
of the Lord of Hosts?? [It means, that] if the Master is like unto a
messenger of the Lord of Hosts, they should seek the law at his
mouth; but if [he be] not, they should not seek the law at his
mouth’. [Thereupon] Rab Judah pronounced che shammetha on
him. T
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If somecne says o you there is wisdom amongst the nations, believe it as il says:
[Shall 1 not in that day] Destroy the wise men out of Edom, [implying their prior
existence therc]; [if one says] there is Toralt amungst the wations, do not believe it

In accord with the lack of knowledge of other wisdoms Lo a person, s¢ will be
hundred-fold one’s lack in the knowledge of Torah. -

P

But we must surely be pained that it the Rambam helieves there is no distinction
between adull and minor [and all are equally Torbidden 1o study from heretics]. go
and enlighten me: How was he able 1o act himsell whereby he learat all foreign
wisdoms, and he, of blessed memory, wrote in his letters that he studied all l‘l.w
works of idolalry, cte.”

INTRODUCTION

[Lester of the Author to bis Pupil, R. Foseph Ibn Aknin.]

In the name of Gopo, Lord of the Universe.
To R. Joseph {may God protect him !), son of R. Jehudzh {may his repose
be in Paradise!):—

“ My dear pupil, ever since you resolved to come to me, from a distant
country, and to study under my direction, I thought highly of your thirst
for knowledge, and your fondness for speculative pursuits, which found ex-
pression in your poems. [ refer to the time when I received your wrizings
in prose and verse from Alexandria. I was then not yet able to test your
powers of apprehension, and T thought that your desire might pessibly exceed
your capacity. But when you had gone with me through a course of astro-
nomy, after having completed the [other] elementary studies which are
indispensable for the understanding of that science, I was still more gratified
by the acuteness and the quickness of your apprehension. Observing your
great fondness for mathematics, I let you study them more deeply, for 1 felt
sure of your vltimate success. Afterwards, when I tock you through a course
of logic, I found that my great expectations of you were confirmed, and I
considered you fit to receive from me an exposition of the esoteric ideas con-
tained in the prophetic books, that you might understand them as they are
understood by men of culture. When I commenced by way of hints, I
noticed that you desired addivional explanaticn, urging me to expound some
metaphysical problems; to teach you the system of the Mutakallemim ; to
tell you whether their arguments were based on logical preef; and if not,
what their method was, I perceived that you had acquired some knowledge
in those matters from others, and that you were perplexed and bewildered ;
yet you sought to find out a solution to your difficulty. I urged you to desist
from this pursuit, and effjoined you te continue your studies systematically ;
for my object was that the tuth should present itself in connected order,
and that you should not hit upon it by mere chance, Whilst you studied
with me [ never refused to explain difficult verses in the Bible or passages in
rabbinical literature which we happened to meet. When, by the will of
God, we parted, and you went your way, our discussions aroused in me a
resolution which had long been dormaut. Your absence has prompted me
to compose this treatise for you and for those who are like you, however few
they may be. [ have divided it into chapters, each of which shall be sent to
you as soon as it is completed. Farewell 17

[Prefatory Remarks.)

% Cause me to know the way wherein [ should walk, for T lift up my soul unto Thee.”
(Pralm cxlili. 8.)

“Unto you, O men, I call, and my voicc is to the sons of men,” . (Prov. viil. 4.)

% Bow down thine ear and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my
knowledge.”  {Prov. xxil 17.) . S
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