
 

 

 

GUIDE TO MAJORS AT YESHIVA: 

CLASSICAL LANGUAGES 
 

Choosing a major can be stressful, but it is important to understand that you can pursue almost 

any career regardless of which major you choose. While there are some exceptions, most entry-

level positions simply require general transferable skills—those that can be learned in one setting 

and applied in another. Relevant experience through internships and activities is generally more 

important to employers than a major. It is best to choose an area that you find interesting and 

where you have the ability to do well.  

 

What is the Classical Languages Major? 
 

Students pursuing this major will study ancient languages as studied through the classical 

literature surviving in those languages. This is a small program at Yeshiva enabling students to 

benefit from small courses and frequent faculty contact. The program is enriched by courses in 

other aspects of ancient literature and civilization focusing on classic literary works. Yeshiva 

College offers courses focused in Latin and Greek. 
 

What can I do with a major in Classical Languages? 
 

A major in Classical Languages sets a strong foundation for occupations that emphasize both 

written and oral communication as well as culture awareness. This is also a major that is helpful 

for students pursuing fields in which much of the technical terminology is derived from these 

languages such as in medicine and law. Examples of careers that fit this description are: 

 

Academics 

• Archivist  

• Foreign Language Tutor/Teacher  

• Foreign Student Advisor  

• Librarian 

 

Media 

• Advertising Copywriter  

• Copy Editor  

• Editor  

• Foreign Film Voiceover   

• Foreign News Correspondent  

• Proofreader  

• Radio/Television Script Writer  

• Radio/TV Announcer  

• Technical Writer/Communicator  

 

 

Public Service 

• CIA/FBI Agent  

• Court Interpreter  

• Customs/Immigration Officer  

• Foreign Service Officer  

• Intelligence Researcher  

• Interpreter/Translator  

• Peace Corps/VISTA Worker  

• Police Officer  

• Public Health Administrator  

• Social Worker  

• Teacher, English/Other Language  

• Teacher, Social Studies  

• UNESCO Official 

 

 



Social Services 

• Consultant  

• Cultural Officer  

• Customer Service Representative  

• Flight Attendant  

• Human Resources Representative  

• International Banker  

• International Trade Specialist  

• Restaurant Manager  

• Tour Organizer/Guide  

• Translation Service Company Owner  

• Travel Agent  

 

Graduate Study Required 

• Lawyer 

• Librarian / Information Specialist 

• Physician 

• Professor 

• Rabbi 

 

 

Skills and Abilities 
 

Skills and abilities helpful for a major in Classical Languages include oral and written 

communication, good interpersonal skills, a good ear for language and patterns in 

communication, and a balance between analytical and creative skills. Unique skills acquired by 

majoring in this area include: 

 

Communication 

• Understanding and interpreting without 

losing the spirit of the message 

• Instructing 

• Speaking 

• Writing 

• Active listening 

 

Cultural Awareness 

• Understanding and adapting programs, 

products and services to the specific 

cultural background of a targeted 

population 

• Interviewing and interacting with people 

who are culturally diverse 

• Considering cultural preferences in 

planning and design 

 

Critical Thinking 

• Reading comprehension 

• Learning strategies 

• Information gathering 

• Using original publications for research, 

rather than translations 

• Synthesis/reorganization 

• Information organization 

• Critical thinking 

 

 

 

 


