Voces Latinas Corp.
    Job Description

POSITION:
 Mental Health Counselor (35 hours per week)
REPORTS TO:  Assistant Director
DESCRIPTION: The mental health counselor is responsible for client screenings, intakes/assessments, client action plans, case notes, client referrals, client and organizational follow up, accompaniment when necessary, and working as a team with other program coordinators, and program staff to provide trauma informed mental health counseling services to Voces Latinas clients.
SALARY:    $60K (Depending on Experience)
SPECIFIC DUTIES INCLUDE:
· Assess for mental health needs and determine appropriate mental health services.
· Knowledge of trauma informed practice
· Conduct client intakes, client action plans, and referrals when necessary 
· Provide short term counseling to individuals and family
· Provide client screenings for mental health conditions and substance use disorders and misuse, motivational interviewing, mental health first aid, and psychoeducation.
· Assess for domestic violence, partner violence, and sexual assault needs.
· Knowledge of safety planning for victims of domestic violence

· Knowledgeable in crisis intervention

· Ensure service compliance
· Assess for HIV/AIDS high risk behavior and connect to VL HIV prevention services.
· Lead Case Conferencing meetings

· Work collaboratively with partner agencies to assess and connect clients in need of mental health services
· Develop and maintain relationships with social service and mental health providers. 

· Facilitate support groups.

· Conduct follow up services with clients and provide accompaniment when needed.
· Provide presentations in the community, including to providers and clients & attend conferences.

· Keep up with latest mental health information (health/immigration policy, scientific research).

· Complete and submit monthly report to supervisor
· Other duties as required.
QUALIFICATIONS:
· Master’s degree in social work, counseling, psychology, or equivalent.

· Bilingual Bicultural (Spanish) 

· At least two years field experience

· Ability to provide trauma informed care services to individuals.
· Group work experience
· Commitment to service as a personal value.
· Sensitivity to and expertise with needs and circumstances of the immigrant Latino population including domestic violence, sexual assault, immigration, etc.

· Experience with individuals living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS or other life threatening illnesses; individuals experiencing domestic violence and/or sexual assault and other issues related to diversity, marginalized populations, and trauma.
· Experience working with and facilitating group discussions (groups dynamics).

· Excellent written and oral communication, organizational and time management skills.
· Strong interpersonal skills, creativity and flexibility.

· Ability to work independently and as part of a team.

· Cultural sensitivity and awareness and cultural competency.
· Certified in HIV testing preferred.
· Computer skills (Word, Publisher, Excel, ACCESS).
· Ability to read, write and speak English and Spanish required. 
Those interested and who meet the qualifications please submit resume to: 
Nathaly Rubio-Torio: nrubio-torio@voceslatinas.org  AND

Denys Salas Dsalas@voceslatinas.org
Voces Latinas’ mission is to reduce the rate of HIV transmission among immigrant Latinas by empowering, educating and providing leadership and advocacy training to enable them to voice and make healthier decisions for themselves and their families. By connecting immigrant Latinas with culturally and linguistically sensitive resources and services to address their immediate needs, it allows them to identify with their risks for HIV/AIDS.  

Our goals  are to: 1) Reduce the incidence of HIV/AIDS infections among immigrant Latinas by ensuring they are informed about high risk behaviors 2) Empower immigrant Latinas to lead and direct change that affect their lives and those of other immigrant Latinas by developing leaders, advocates and mentors – agents of change – among our community; and 3) Ensure immigrant Latinas have access to services and resources to meet their needs by connecting our emerging leaders with policy- and decision-makers to voice their issues, to fight for resources for their community, and to share crucial information with their immigrant Latina peers

Voces Latinas targets immigrant Latinas in Queens, specifically Western Queens, the epicenter for recent Latin American settlement.  While Voces Latinas specifically targets Latina women living with HIV, we address this in the context of the multiple traumas our clients face—which include social oppression, poverty, threats of deportation, community violence, interpersonal violence, sexual violence, and survival sex.  Global research demonstrates that VAW is inextricably linked with HIV, such that they have been referred to as twin pandemics.  

