
 בס״ד
 

 

Yael Polotsky 

UNODC: Topic #1 - Corruption in Law Enforcement 

YUNMUN XXXVI 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime aims to promote justice and integrity in 

law enforcement around the world. However, many law enforcement systems face ongoing 

challenges of morality and institutional corruption. Unfortunately, the presence of bribery, abuse 

of power, and the concealment of criminal activities, remains prevalent globally. These corrupt 

practices foster environments that encourage crime and therefore weaken judicial systems. 

When police forces lose credibility, citizens are less likely to report crimes or cooperate 

with authorities. This lack of accountability can lead to greater injustices, organized crime, and 

violations of human rights. Creating systems that promote transparency and protecting those who 

speak out against misconduct are key to rebuilding public trust in justice. 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime has worked to address these issues 

through police reform and victim support initiatives. To improve the effectiveness and integrity 

of global law enforcement, the UNODC has developed international standards, training 

programs, and oversight mechanisms to guide and strengthen policing practices worldwide. For 

example, through the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials, the UNODC promotes 

ethical policing, accountability, and limits on the use of force, while its community-oriented 

policing programs encourage cooperation between law enforcement and civilians. The UNODC 

also aims to support crime victims by promoting fair treatment, access to justice, and specialized 

services that uphold victims’ rights within national legal systems. This includes helping countries 

establish victim-assistance programs and ensuring emotional, legal, and financial support. These 

are some examples of ongoing efforts, but continued innovation and collaboration are needed to 

find more ways to strengthen worldwide justice systems.1,2 

Addressing these issues further requires action in the following areas: 

2 UNODC Police Reform 
1 UNODC Victim Support 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/justice-and-prison-reform/cpcj-police-reform.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/justice-and-prison-reform/cpcj-victims.html
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●​ Developing clearer legal frameworks and stricter enforcement against bribery, abuse of 

power, and obstruction of justice. 

●​ Enhancing cooperation between law enforcement and communities to rebuild trust and 

promote shared responsibility in preventing these occurrences. 

●​ Improving training and ethical standards within law enforcement to ensure 

professionalism and integrity at every level. 

When writing your position papers, consider the following:  

●​ How does your country address corruption in law enforcement and what oversight 

mechanisms does your country have in place? What challenges does your country 

face in addressing these institutional issues within law enforcement? 

●​ What new policies or initiatives could help promote ethical conduct and rebuild 

public trust in law enforcement? 

●​ How can the international community work together to reform law enforcement 

institutions and ensure justice systems remain free of corruption? 

As you prepare, I encourage you to research and discuss additional aspects of corruption 

in your country’s law enforcement leading up to the conference. Remember that your arguments 

should reflect your country’s views, not your own. 

As a reminder, YUNMUN has a zero-tolerance policy for plagiarism, and all position 

papers will be submitted through Turnitin and AI detectors. 

Please feel free to reach out with any questions, comments, or concerns. I can be reached 

at ypolotsk@mail.yu.edu. I look forward to reading your position papers and discussing these 

matters at the YUNMUN XXXVI conference! 

All the best,​

Yael Polotsky​

Chair, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime​
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