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Part I:

Read this passage of n'j7109 and highlight any words or statements that trouble you (in
both the Hebrew and English). Then, in the lines underneath, briefly explain why you

were bothered by those words.

1 And the two angels came to Sedom in the
evening and Lot was sitting in the gate of
Sedom; and Lot saw them, and got up to greet
them; and he bowed his face down towards the
ground.
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2 and he said: “See now, my masters, please
turn into your servant's house, and stay
overnight, and wash your feet, and you can
wake up early, and go on your way.” And they
said: “No, we will sleep in the street.”
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3 And he urged them very greatly; and they did
follow him in, and came into his house, and he
made them a feast, and baked matzot, and they
ate.
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4 But before they could lie down, the men of the
city, the men of Sedom, circled around the
house, from young to old, all the people from
every quarter.
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5 And they called out to Lot, and said to him:
“Where are the men that came in to you tonight?
Bring them out to us, so that we may know
them.”
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6 And Lot went out to them to the door, and shut
the door behind him.
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7 And he said, “Please don’t, my brothers, do
such evil.
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8 See now, | have two daughters that have not
known any man; let me bring them out to you,
and you may do to them that which is good in
your eyes; just do nothing to these men,
because they have come under the safety of my
roof.”
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Part Il:

Working with a xninan, read and translate the commentary of the |"ann, which is printed
below. Pay particular attention to the underlined passages.

Translation
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Part Il

Answer the questions thoughtfully, in complete sentences.

1. According to the |"ann, why were the people of niITo so determined to know who
017’s visitors were? What were they so opposed to?

2. Why might they have made an exception for vi7? and allowed him to live amongst

them?
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3. How do the n'j7109 quoted from 7xj7Tn' 190 help support the |"an2’s understanding
of what was really so evil about niT0?

4. Contrast the mentality of the population of niTo with that of 11'ax nnnax towards
strangers and other people in need.

5. Does v17 belong in such a place? Why or why not?

Part IV:

Read this article from 2014 by Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, 77xr1, entitled “There Can be
no Place in the Immigration Debate for Xenophobia and the Appeal to Fear”. Then
record a short video of yourself answering the following questions in our flip.com group.

e \What are some of the challenges faced by many immigrants throughout history,
as described by Rabbi Sacks?

e How is this connected to the |“an7’s understanding of the root of niIT0’s evil?

e “There is no place in the debate for prejudice, xenophobia, and the appeal to
baser instincts of fear toward the stranger. The history of the twentieth century
should remind us what can happen if we begin to blame this or that group for our
misfortunes.” How would you apply this quote to the mentality and deeds of the
people of nIT0?

e Consider the outcome that befell the entire population of niITo immediately
following the incident with v1? and his visitors. Was it a tragedy? Why or why

not? Explain your answer.
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https://www.rabbisacks.org/archive/no-place-immigration-debate-xenophobia-appeal-fear/
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