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Psalms1

(1) Happy is the man who has not followed the counsel of the wicked, or taken the path of sinners,
or joined the company of the insolent; (2) rather, the teaching of the LORD is his delight, and he
studies that teaching day and night. (3) He is like a tree planted beside streams of water, which
yields its fruit in season, whose foliage never fades, and whatever it produces thrives. (4) Not so
the wicked; rather, they are like chaff that wind blows away. (5) Therefore the wicked will not
survive judgment,nor will sinners, in the assembly of the righteous. (6) For the LORD cherishes
the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked is doomed.
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Radak on Psalms 1:1

(1) Happy the man! — The word WX is always used in the plural, the reason being that man is not
pronounced "happy" for one good which is found in him, or for one piece of good fortune which
befalls him, but for many good things which are found in him men say of him 1"V, "Happy is he!"
And David includes in this Psalm the law of man and (a description of) what it is proper for him to
do in this world, with a reference also to the good reward there is for the righteous and the
punishment for the wicked. It is an exceedingly important Psalm, and therefore he opens his book
with it and says:

® According to p"77, why was this 75 chosen to open 2979770 700?
e How does this P92 (with the explanation of ?"79) present the concept of w1Ip1 Dw?
e What other important lessons/ideas are contained within this p9p?
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Psalms 73

(1) A psalm of Asaph.

God is truly good to Israel, to those whose heart is pure. (2) As for me, my feet had almost strayed,
my steps were nearly led off course, (3) for I envied the wanton; I saw the wicked at ease. (4)
Death has no pangs for them; their body is healthy. (5) They have no part in the travail of men;
they are not afflicted like the rest of mankind. (6) So pride adorns their necks, lawlessness
enwraps them as a mantle. (7) Fat shuts out their eyes; their fancies are extravagant. (8) They scoff
and plan evil; from their eminence they plan wrongdoing. (9) They set their mouths against
heaven, and their tongues range over the earth. (10) So they pound His people again and again,
until they are drained of their very last tear. (11) Then they say, “How could God know? Is there
knowledge with the Most High?” (12) Such are the wicked; ever tranquil, they amass wealth. (13)
It was for nothing that I kept my heart pure and washed my hands in innocence, (14) seeing that I
have been constantly afflicted, that each morning brings new punishments. (15) Had I decided to
say these things, I should have been false to the circle of Your disciples. (16) So I applied myself to
understand this, but it seemed a hopeless task (17) till I entered God’s sanctuary and reflected on
their fate. (18) You surround them with flattery; You make them fall through blandishments. (19)
How suddenly are they ruined, wholly swept away by terrors. (20) When You are aroused You
despise their image, as one does a dream after waking, O Lord. (21) My mind was stripped of its
reason, my feelings were numbed. (22) I was a dolt, without knowledge; I was brutish toward You.
(23) Yet I was always with You, You held my right hand; (24) You guided me by Your counsel and
led me toward honor. (25) Whom else have I in heaven? And having You, I want no one on earth.
(26) My body and mind fail; but God is the stay of my mind, my portion forever. (27) Those who
keep far from You perish; You annihilate all who are untrue to You. (28) As for me, nearness to God
is good; I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, that I may recount all Your works.

® Does this 795 have the same perspective on w1 10w?
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e Whatis this author’s response to 17 211 yw=?
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Psalms 37
(1) Of David.

Do not be vexed by evil men; do not be incensed by wrongdoers; (2) for they soon wither like
grass, like verdure fade away. (3) Trust in the LORD and do good, abide in the land and remain

loyal. (4) Seek the favor of the LORD, and He will grant you the desires of your heart. (5) Leave all
to the LORD; trust in Him; He will do it. (6) He will cause your vindication to shine forth like the
light, the justice of your case, like the noonday sun. (7) Be patient and wait for the LORD, do not
be vexed by the prospering man who carries out his schemes. (8) Give up anger, abandon fury, do
not be vexed; it can only do harm. (9) For evil men will be cut off, but those who look to the
LORD— they shall inherit the land. (10) A little longer and there will be no wicked man; you will
look at where he was— he will be gone. (11) But the lowly shall inherit the land, and delight in
abundant well-being. (12) The wicked man schemes against the righteous, and gnashes his teeth
at him. (13) The Lord laughs at him, for He knows that his day will come. (14) The wicked draw
their swords, bend their bows, to bring down the lowly and needy, to slaughter upright men. (15)
Their swords shall pierce their own hearts, and their bows shall be broken. (16) Better the little
that the righteous man has than the great abundance of the wicked. (17) For the arms of the
wicked shall be broken, but the LORD is the support of the righteous. (18) The LORD is concerned
for the needs of the blameless; their portion lasts forever; (19) they shall not come to grief in bad
times; in famine, they shall eat their fill. (20) But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the
LORD shall be consumed, like meadow grass consumed in smoke. (21) The wicked man borrows
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and does not repay; the righteous is generous and keeps giving. (22) Those blessed by Him shall
inherit the land, but those cursed by Him shall be cut off. (23) The steps of a man are made firm by
the LORD, when He delights in his way. (24) Though he stumbles, he does not fall down, for the
LORD gives him support. (25) I have been young and am now old, but I have never seen a
righteous man abandoned, or his children seeking bread. (26) He is always generous, and
lends, and his children are held blessed. (27) Shun evil and do good, and you shall abide forever.
(28) For the LORD loves what is right, He does not abandon His faithful ones. They are preserved
forever, while the children of the wicked will be cut off. (29) The righteous shall inherit the land,
and abide forever in it. (30) The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, and his tongue speaks
what is right. (31) The teaching of his God is in his heart; his feet do not slip. (32) The wicked
watches for the righteous, seeking to put him to death; (33) the LORD will not abandon him to his
power; He will not let him be condemned in judgment. (34) Look to the LORD and keep to His
way, and He will raise you high that you may inherit the land; when the wicked are cut off, you
shall see it. (35) I saw a wicked man, powerful, well-rooted like a robust native tree. (36) Suddenly
he vanished and was gone; I sought him, but he was not to be found. (37) Mark the blameless,

note the upright, for there is a future for the man of integrity. (38) But transgressors shall be
utterly destroyed, the future of the wicked shall be cut off. (39) The deliverance of the righteous

comes from the LORD, their stronghold in time of trouble. (40) The LORD helps them and rescues
them, rescues them from the wicked and delivers them, for they seek refuge in Him.

779:7% BB IN Y P

N 10K P10 0707 0°127 1WA L0PNDT DY ONY wp2w 1Y KDY :an® wpan wWwhn a2ty pos
N0MPw NI 2TV YWD N2W 120 Y1 170N 17 K22 KD 11701 17 R2°W D By AN MDA 7120’ ORI 0y
729 o 7 Mo L, wabh a2 DarD on? oY inn (O 11D NPWRN2) 13°AN 2Py’ wpa 01 nAw and b

2TV NP1 DR 01w 7 0D 1IN VR KD 0D (10 Ow) ;7007 PRA19 K]

e How does this P75 respond to the phenomenon of % ¥ P¥73?
e How does P77 reconcile the fact that he has witnessed the righteous suffer, with 109
aro?
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Psalms 44

(1) For the leader. Of the Korahites. A maskil. (2) We have heard, O God, our fathers have told us
the deeds You performed in their time, in days of old. (3) With Your hand You planted them,
displacing nations; You brought misfortune on peoples, and drove them out. (4) It was not by
their sword that they took the land, their arm did not give them victory, but Your right hand, Your
arm, and Your goodwill, for You favored them. (5) You are my king, O God; decree victories for
Jacob! (6) Through You we gore our foes; by Your name we trample our adversaries; (7) I do not
trust in my bow; it is not my sword that gives me victory; (8) You give us victory over our foes; You
thwart those who hate us. (9) In God we glory at all times, and praise Your name unceasingly.
Selah. (10) Yet You have rejected and disgraced us; You do not go with our armies. (11) You make us
retreat before our foe; our enemies plunder us at will. (12) You let them devour us like sheep; You
disperse us among the nations. (13) You sell Your people for no fortune, You set no high price on
them. (14) You make us the butt of our neighbors, the scorn and derision of those around us. (15)
You make us a byword among the nations, a laughingstock among the peoples. (16) I am always
aware of my disgrace; I am wholly covered with shame (17) at the sound of taunting revilers, in the
presence of the vengeful foe. (18) All this has come upon us, yet we have not forgotten You, or been
false to Your covenant. (19) Our hearts have not gone astray, nor have our feet swerved from Your
path, (20) though You cast us, crushed, to where the sea monster is, and covered us over with
deepest darkness. (21) If we forgot the name of our God and spread forth our hands to a foreign
god, (22) God would surely search it out, for He knows the secrets of the heart. (23) It is for Your
sake that we are slain all day long, that we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered. (24) Rouse
Yourself; why do You sleep, O Lord? Awaken, do not reject us forever! (25) Why do You hide Your
face, ignoring our affliction and distress? (26) We lie prostrate in the dust; our body clings to the
ground. (27) Arise and help us, redeem us, as befits Your faithfulness.

e Despite feeling abandoned by God, this author does not abandon his faith in God.
How does he choose to respond?
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e According to P11, why is it that the wicked (2°¥27) succeed in this world?
e Does P11 believe that this is sufficient to resolve the question of 17 71 p73?

D RYPIN By P


https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.44
https://www.sefaria.org/Radak_on_Psalms.92.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Radak_on_Psalms.107.17

19 7R RDPW 7172 ,0°21% ORI 11907 19 Qe mayn aywa 9177 20 nK1 L, D000 13T 10y L2%9R (X)
0771 713M 017 MR 017 723 72 NN 2P RIT 727000 20 I 10 K2 NNR N33 777 22w °D 112y 0°P0NA
571N 170 772 W01 KD OM AWwNa 1w OPYR 1w NN 11 9InT 00 w1 171797 KYw 007N
DN 1P TPww Y00 T 772 0292 0°AwIN 10 0°0O0 1P OXY L, INPIR Awynn 17 RANW Y02 wn 10K
WP WK 01 WA K ORY CIN0 0PV T729°W 0P 01077 1pNT1 DPWYNI DWW K NY PR
TN TINN NN DOV 7297w TV 02N PRY 1w K 1272 w03 R DO9INT PaN cwebw oY Ciw o

HONM 9212907 TINN UYNW TV 0PN

e According to P71, what is the difference between the way the wise (2°251) and
the wicked (2°%"X) respond to evil that befalls them?

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, The Great Partnership (pgs. 236-237)

There is a left-brain and A right brain way of asking the question of why there is
unjustified evil in the world. The left brain, philosophical, analytical way is to ask if
hypothetically. ‘What would we expect the world to be like if...there were an omnipotent,
omniscient, all good God?’ No child would die. Perhaps no adult would die. Animals would not
hunt one another for food. There would be no sickness, no poverty and no hunger. No one would
be homeless or without access to pure water and medical treatment. There would be no
earthquakes, no tsunamis, or if there were, they would cause no loss of life.

The world is not like that. Therefore there is no God. That is a philosophical way.

Itis not the way an Abraham or a Sarah asked the question.

The religious mind begins not with the world there might hypothetically be, but with the
world that is. There is suffering and Injustice. There is sickness and premature death. There are
natural disasters. That is the world we inhabit and for the time being there is no other. The
religious mind starts with the world that is, not with the world that might have been.

Within this world, it seeks meaning. It does not seek explanation. Explanation is
something else. Through explanation we learn how tsunamis happen, how populations suffer
from sickle cell anemia or become infected by AIDS. The religious question is about meaning.

Suffering tears our world apart. Something in our life that once routed us is taken from us.
Where there was once wholness there is now a gaping hole. Suffering threatens to render life
meaningless. How can I live with this pain? How can I want to continue to live in such a world? In
extremis we cry with the words of the Psalm, ‘My God my God why have you forsaken me?’ (Psalm
22:1)

In the Bible there was a whole literature of lament, grief, protest. Much of it is written in
tears. There can be a Darkness so dark that it extinguishes any attempt to light a light. The Bible
does not hide from this. It is an honest book.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, The Great Partnership (pg. 247)

Belief in God is an assertion of human dignity in the face of humiliation, and of Hope in the
midst of The dark night of Despair. It is a refusal to accept evil as inevitable, but at the same time
and acknowledgement that we cannot leave Redemption entirely to God. He rescued Noah, but
Noah had to build the ark. He dwelt among the Israelites in the wilderness, but they had to build
the sanctuary. The very fact that the Bible devotes some 15 times as much space to the Israelites



constructing the sanctuary as it does to God creating the universe tells us that our Deeds are
precious to God. God is not the solution of a contradiction, but a call to become his Partners in the
work of redemption.

e Which approaches found in the 2°%°1n are aligned with the approach of Rabbi Sacks?



