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September 2025
Please share with your faculty: 
Assessment tips in the age of AI

Educators are increasingly uncertain about how students’ use of AI may affect assessment of student learning.  Like any new technology, however, it is important that we do not try to battle against it and instead accept and even embrace the new technology as means for developing innovative educational and assessment approaches.  Below are some tips to consider when planning effective assessment practices in the age of AI:

· Rethink your student learning goals: Since students can easily retrieve and reproduce content produced by AI it is important for student learning goals to go beyond knowing and recalling information. Instead, by focusing student learning goals on higher order cognitive processes, like evaluating, analyzing and creating, students will be encouraged to use their own critical thinking skills.

· Revise traditional assessment methods and create more authentic assessments: By moving away from traditional assessments that focus on recalling factual information students will also be less likely to rely on AI.  Instead, create authentic assessments that require students apply course content to real-life contexts.  In addition, devise assessments that require students to critically evaluate information, including AI produced content for its accuracy, strengths, and limitations.  In addition, encourage students to use creative approaches that go beyond traditional tests and paper assignments to demonstrate their learning, such as presentations, videos, and group projects.


· Be transparent with your students about the strengths and limitations of generative AI: Engage your students in open dialogs about ways AI can be beneficial, as well as its limitations.  For example, ask your students how they currently use AI in their learning.  Explain how it can serve as another useful source of information, and can help students brainstorm ideas, but also may contain incomplete, inaccurate, or biased explanations about a topic.   Consider having students critically evaluate and compare AI produced content to other reliable sources of information on a topic.

· Be sure that you have clearly stated policies regarding use of AI on your course syllabi:  It is important that students are aware of your expectations around use of AI in your course.  Policies around AI should be clearly stated on course syllabi and reviewed with students.  In addition, it is important to identify types of AI that are permitted vs. not permitted.  For example, some might be ok with students using AI for checking spelling or grammar mistakes, but not for generating content.  


Check out!: Cardamone, C. (2023). Thinking about our assessments in the age of artificial intelligence (AI). https://sites.tufts.edu/teaching/2023/01/31/thinking-about-our-assessments-in-the-age-of-artificial-intelligence-ai/

Thinking about assessment in the time of generative artificial intelligence.  Digital Futures Institute Teachers College, Columbia University.  https://www.tc.columbia.edu/digitalfuturesinstitute/ai-in-education/thinking-about-assessment-in-the-time-of-generative-artificial-intelligence/


Reminder:  Please remember that all programs are asked to directly assess two of their program-level, student-learning objectives each semester and submit an end-of-semester report about their assessment methods, findings, and use of assessment results.  It is important to meet with your colleagues to develop program assessment plans, and discuss findings and recommendations based on the findings.  If you have any questions about your Fall assessment activities, please contact me.  

Rachel.Ebner@yu.edu
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