
Chapter #138- Miriam Cohen 

Mizmor 138 begins with David’s personal praise to 
Hashem and ends with him praying for salvation and for Hashem 
to not forsake him. The psalm opens with David praising Hashem 
for His kindness, justice, and for being there when he needed 
Him. David then expands his praise to include the kings of the 
world who praise Hashem for the truth and justice in His Torah 
and actions. An example of His greatness is that unlike mankind 
who can only see what is near them, Hashem, who is high and 
mighty, sees from afar even those who are lowly. David explains 
that since Hashem watches over His lowly people on Earth, if 
David were to find himself in a place of enemies or troubles, 
Hashem would surely come to his rescue. In the final verse of the 
psalm, David displays his confidence in Hashem’s continued 
protection over him. David then ends his mizmor with a short 
prayer to Hashem, imploring Him to not forsake David.

In his summary of the psalm, Amos Hakham explains that 
David’s personal praise is אוֹדְך ,enveloped in an inclusio, or 
literary framework. His praise begins in 138:1 with the words, 
“odcha b’chol libi,” meaning, “I praise You with all my heart.” David 
then ends his praise in 138:3 with the words, “b’nafshi oz,” 
meaning “my soul with courage/strength.” Hakham explains that 
this literary envelope is supposed to read that David will praise 
Hashem with all the strength of his heart and soul. This inclusio 
separates David’s praise from that of the kings, making his words 
more prominent and meaningful.

As the mizmor is split between the praise of David and the 
praise of the kings of the world, Amos Hakham explains that the 



two are parallel. Hakham sets almost each word of the two 
praises against each other, displaying the similarities between 
them. Hakham begins his analysis by drawing the clear parallel 
between the words used to begin each praise, both with the same 
shoresh, David’s praise beginning with the word א֘וֹד֤ה, and the 
praise of the kings beginning ֶwith the word יוֹד֣וּך. Hakham then 
compares the two audiences of the praises, the audience of the 
ָfirst being אלִה֣ים and the audience of the second being the rest of 
the kings of the world. Then, in both messages to Hashem, the 
speakers sing their praise, as noted by the words ֲּאזַמְֶּרךf(138:1) 
and ּ֭ויְָ ִשׁירו f(138:5). The final structural parallelism which Hakham 
notes is the recognition of Hashem’s greatness. David notes 
Hashem’s greatness in 138:1, by writing, ִּלָת  because You“ ,כּי־ִהגַדְְּ֥
made Your name great.” In 138:5, the kings note the same 
greatness of Hashem, in their words, ִָ֥ד֗וֹל כְּב֣וֹד יהְוה  Great is the“ ,כּי גָ֝
glory of Hashem.” ֽ

The parallelism that Hakham identifies adds to the beauty 
of Hashem’s praises. Not only does the parallelism add to the 
poetics of the psalm, it also emphasizes the praise of Hashem, 
beginning with the words of David, King of the Jews, and then 
expanding it to include the words of all the rest of the kings of the 
Earth, all praising Hashem for His glory and greatness.


