Chapter #54- Rebecca Aducellessi

From Betrayal to Salvation

Tehillim 54 is an emotional chapter in which David feels the
ultimate betrayal, cries out to Hashem for salvation, and is ultimately
saved from his peril at the very last moment. The context of this chapter
is revealed in verse two, where it is written, “N'7a 71xy7 1Mnx* 09N K22
129y YpNon TiT,” meaning, “when the Ziphites came and told Saul,

‘Know, David is in hiding among us.” These words are almost identical
to Shmuel Aleph chapter 23 verse 19 where it says, “7xg~7x% D'9T 17y
1Y MMRoNn TIT XiYa Ky nnyaan.” This indicates that the events of
this chapter of Tehillim refer to the events of Shmuel Aleph 23. In this
chapter, David and his men are on the run from Saul. The Philistines
wage war against Keilah, and following Hashem’s command, David
goes to fight against the Philistines. David saves Keilah, but David is
betrayed when his whereabouts are told to Saul. Even though by saving
Keilah, David is essentially doing Saul’s job for him, Saul takes this as
an opportunity to finally capture David. In response, David runs away to
the Desert of Ziph, an area that according to the Radak is on the border
of the territory of Yehudah. David is from the tribe of Yehudah, so the
people of Ziph are his brethren. However, as noted in Tehillim 54, the
Ziphites reveal to Saul that David is hiding among them. This betrayal is
all the more painful because it was done by the people of David’s tribe.

Immediately, Saul sends his army to pursue David. David is trapped on



a mountaintop, and he is surrounded by Saul’'s men on all sides. At this
moment, David is in mortal danger, as he is about to fall to Saul.

With this context, the reader can understand the intense feelings
behind the words of this chapter. When David says, “O God, deliver me
by Your name; by Your power vindicate me” and “O God, hear my
prayer; give ear to the words of my mouth,” one can only begin to grasp
the fierce feelings of betrayal that are laced within these words. David is
saying these words as a last resort; he truly believes this is the end.
These extraordinary feelings of hopelessness can be related to many
periods throughout Jewish history. During the times of Jeremiah, the
Spanish Inquisition, the Holocaust, and many other periods, Jews felt
abandoned by Hashem. They felt completely powerless and betrayed.
In these times, Jews can turn to Tehillim 54 and feel comforted by the
words of David.

However, at the last moment, Saul receives a red alert that the
Philistines are attacking Israel. He then must make a decision: should
he continue pursuing David, or should he save Israel? Saul rightfully
decides to send his army to save Israel, and he leaves David on the
mountaintop. This quick change in events explains the quick shift of
themes in the chapter. David suddenly changes from crying out to
Hashem saying, “¢j91 1¢jj72 0'¥1y” meaning, “ruthless men seek my life”
to “1'wjo1 'y noa TN 7 1TV 07X Man” meaning “See, God is my helper;
the Lord is my support.” In a flash, David goes from fearing that his life
will come to an end, to feel the ultimate salvation from Hashem. The

chapter ends with David praising Hashem for saving him, saying, “nTix



Y NN AN 7NN NYTYIN 19 2ipT N ny,” meaning, “I will praise
Your name, LORD, for it is good, for it has saved me from my foes, and
let me gaze triumphant upon my enemies.” Despite the horrors that
David just endured, he is still able to praise Hashem when he is
ultimately freed from danger. This salvation is indicative of the future
redemption that will occur at the end of time. Although there are times
when we feel completely helpless, there will ultimately come a time

when we will finally be redeemed.



