


s we train the next generation of
educators, rabbis, health workers
and value-driven leaders of industry
dedicated to uplifting and
improving humanity, we are exceptionally proud of
the YU community members who continue to make
significant contributions in the areas of science,
medicine, civil rights, charity, criminal justice and a
host of other industries and enterprises. Our Core
Torah Values are at the heart of the Yeshiva University

mission and vision, informing every action, initiative Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman views books signed by Maimonides himself
at the exhibition on the great sage at the YU Museum.

and program.

TORAT EMET /7 SEEK TRUTH

At YU, we are always looking for ways to foster
knowledge as well as impart the lessons of history
and our sacred Jewish values to educate and launch
research that uplifts humanity.

Maimonides Comes to the YU Museum

Yeshiva University Museum’s exhibition, “The Golden
Path: Maimonides Across Eight Centuries,” opened

in May, showcasing the life and influence of the

great Jewish scholar. The exhibition includes an
unprecedented array of Maimonides’ manuscripts and
documents, some written in his own hand and some
rarely seen by the public.

Celebrating an Ancient People

In September, “The Samaritans: A Biblical People” In February 2023, YU held the Dor L'Dor Learning Program, which saw
opened at the Museum of the Bible in Washington D.C. approximately 200 students and their fathers and grandfathers take part
. i . in morning seder and shiurim, showcasing the positive impact of Torah
Created in partnership with the YU Center for Israel learning across generations and providing a meaningful experience for
YU families.
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Studies, under the direction of Dr. Steven Fine, it is the

first exhibition that provides unprecedented access to the
life, culture and history of the Samaritans, a 2,000-year-
old community with deep connections to the Bible.

As part of the opening events, Isaac Herzog, President

of Israel, expressed his thanks via video to the event’s
organizers and to the “many minds and hands that have
come together to bring this exhibition to life and the
story of this special community.”

Exploring the Secrets of Space

In a YU-hosted panel, “Unlocking the Mysteries of
Space,” experts discussed the revelations and
ramifications of recent images captured by NASA’s James
Webb Space Telescope — the largest space observatory
ever built. The panel was introduced by Dr. Selma
Botman, provost and vice president of academic affairs,
moderated by Dr. Edward Belbruno and saw discussions
with Dr. Marian Gidea along with Dr. James Green,
former chief scientist at NASA, and Dr. Michael Strauss
of Princeton.

At YU, we are always looking for
ways to foster knowledge as well
as impart the lessons of history
and our sacred Jewish values to
educate and launch research that
uplifts humanity.

TORAT CHAIM / LIVE YOUR VALUES

As the world’s flagship Jewish university, we don’t just
talk about values, we live them and instill them in
everything we do. YU’s entire curriculum is infused with
life-guiding values for each student to incorporate into
their personal and professional path so they can live lives
of meaning and purpose.

YU Hosts IDF Col. Golan Vach

YU’s Undergraduate Torah Studies (UTS) hosted IDF
Col. Golan Vach, head of Israel’s Elite Search and Rescue
Unit, for an inspirational Shabbaton attended by more
than 100 students. Vach discussed the impact life-
changing careers in public service and humanitarian
work can have and shared stories of the many rescue
missions he has led globally, including responding to the
2021 Surfside condominium collapse in Florida.

Dor I’Dor Yeshiva Learning Program Draws Close to
200 Parents to YU Batei Midrash

Undergraduate Torah Studies (UTS) hosted the Dor
L’Dor Yeshiva Learning Program on Presidents’ Day in
February 2023, which provided parents with the
opportunity to join their child’s morning seder and
shiurim in all four UTS programs. Close to 200 parents
and grandparents, from various locations in the US,
Canada and Europe, came to YU’s uptown campus for a
day of learning and inspiration.
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OUR FIVE CORE TORAH VALUES

YU undergraduates traveled throughout Morocco visiting Jewish
heritage sites and giving back to the local community, including
making repairs to tombstones in a Jewish cemetery.

Syms Celebrates its 36th Anniversary

Throughout 2023, the Sy Syms School of Business is
celebrating its “Double Chai” anniversary with a yearlong
celebration highlighting the “Best of Syms” with monthly
themed events. Themes included the school’s Jewish
Values Curriculum, Entrepreneurship and Innovation,
the school’s Honors Program, and Star Students and
Alumni. Fall 2023 semester includes Torah U’Business,
Finance and Real Estate, Israel Initiatives and the

Sy Syms Annual Shabbaton planned for December.

Record-Breaking Crowds at the 2023 Sarachek
Basketball Invitational

Set at YU from March 23-27, the 30th annual Red
Sarachek Invitational Basketball Tournament welcomed
24 yeshiva high school basketball teams from across the
United States and Canada to compete for the top spot in
North America’s most prestigious Jewish high school
basketball competition. The championship game
attracted over 800 spectators to the Max Stern Athletic
Center, with an additional 200 fans gathering at an
outdoor viewing party featuring a high-tech digital
broadcast truck in the heart of the Wilf campus.

TORAT ADAM / DISCOVER YOUR POTENTIAL

Every person is created in God’s image, and at YU,

we recognize each individual’s inherent worth and
encourage our students to grow and discover their
full potential.

YU Students Experience Morocco

As part of YU’s “Global Citizenship 2023,” over 30
participants spent a week in Morocco exploring Jewish
heritage sites, befriending Moroccan Jews, praying at the
gravesites of great rabbis, repairing tombstones in the
Jewish cemetery, building bridges with Muslim
university students and more. Accompanying the group
was Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman, President, Yeshiva University;
Dr. Erica Brown, Vice Provost for Values and Leadership;
Rabbi Ari Rockoff, David Mitzner Community Dean for
Values and Leadership; and Terri and Andrew
Herenstein, founders of the Rabbi Lord Jonathan
Sacks-Herenstein Center for Values and Leadership.

YU Opens Advanced Cyber Center

In March, YU’s Katz School of Science and Health
opened the Security Operations Center to provide
hands-on cybersecurity training to students. The first of
its kind in New York City, the center provides advanced
simulations so students can gain real-world experience in
countering multiple attack vectors, managing a virtual
enterprise network and working with commercial grade
security tools.
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OUR FIVE CORE TORAH VALUES

YU's annual YUNMUN brought together 370 high school
delegates for a 3-day event in Stamford, CT.

From Terrorism to Climate Change, Young Diplomats
Take on YU Model UN

YU hosted the 33rd annual National Model United
Nations (YUNMUN) event, which brought together

370 high school delegates from 42 schools from the U.S.,
Brazil, Canada and Israel. The three-day competition
featured simulated U.N. committee debates and provided
an opportunity for students to develop their debating
skills while gaining insight into the importance of
international diplomacy.

TORAT TZION / BRING REDEMPTION

We find ourselves in an imperfect world, yet striving to
heal, uplift and transform our world is what gives our
lives meaning and purpose. From supporting Israel and
the rights of the marginalized to discovering medical and
scientific breakthroughs that promote the greater good,
YU’s students, faculty, staff and our entire community are
committed to creating a peaceful, just and bountiful
future for us all.

YU Makes History in Dubai

YU launched an historic Jewish studies conference at the
Crossroads of Civilizations Museum in Dubai in May,
which generated significant positive media attention.

Presented in partnership with the Bernard Revel
Graduate School, Rabbi Arthur Schneier Program for
International Affairs and the Straus Center, the
symposium strengthened ties between YU and the
United Arab Emirates and fostered dialogue between
Jews and Muslims in the Middle East.

Nosotros@YU

In September, YU gathered with its Washington Heights
neighbors for an evening of art and Sephardic music at
Nosotros@YU, a unique art exhibition highlighting the
connection between Jewish and Latino culture and
history. Organized by YU’s Rabbi Arthur Schneier
Program for International Affairs and curated with the
support of the Philos Project, the event drew an
impressive group of community leaders including
Congressman Adriano Espaillat (NY-13), Manhattan
Borough President Mark Levine, New York State Sen.
Robert Jackson (D-31) and New York State
Assemblymember Manny De Los Santos (D-72).

Torah Tours® Return

After a three-year hiatus, the Aaron and Blanche
Schreiber Torah Tours® Program sent more than 100
undergraduates to 24 communities to enliven the
Simchat Torah holiday. Participating students spread
enthusiasm, Torah knowledge, energy and passion across
North America, forming partnerships that will last far
beyond the holiday.

UNDERGRADUATES TOOK PART IN
THE AARON AND BLANCHE SCHREIBER
TORAH TOURS® PROGRAM
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OUR FIVE CORE TORAH VALUES

TORAT CHESED / ACT WITH COMPASSION

Humanity has a shared responsibility to support each
other and help those in need. YU is proud to offer many
initiatives, programs and opportunities inside and
outside the classroom that inspire everyone in our
community to help the less fortunate and, through each
act of kindness and compassion, change lives for the
better.

Afghan Scholar Finds Refuge at YU

Dr. Mariam Ahmady, the former chair of the counseling
psychology department, psychology and educational
sciences at Kabul University, fled Afghanistan and found
refuge at Yeshiva University. Arriving in New York in
early November 2022 after an arduous departure from
her home country, Dr. Ahmady was awarded the position
of visiting professor at Stern College for Women. Her
teaching fellowship at YU has been generously funded by

private donors who choose to remain anonymous.

Stomp Out the Stigma

Active Minds and the YU Counseling Center organized
the annual Stomp Out the Stigma event in April at
Lamport Auditorium. The program aims to destigmatize
mental illness and featured three YU undergrads who
have bravely overcome mental health challenges. With
over 400 attendees, the program remains one of the most
inspiring and powerful events on campus, emphasizing

compassion and unity.

Addressing Domestic Violence

In recognition of Domestic Violence Awareness Month
and as part of its Community Safety series, Care Café,

in conjunction with the Long Live Our Butterfly
organization, hosted a self-defense workshop at the
Drip Sweat Gym in Washington Heights in October.
Joining the event was New York State Assemblymember
Manny De Los Santos (D-72). Care Café continued its
community outreach efforts with a winter coat and
clothing drive. Donations were distributed to its local
community partners.

YU Opens Therapy Center in Jerusalem

In fall 2022, the Wurzweiler School of Social Work,
along with Amudim Israel, opened the Jerusalem Mental
Health Therapy Center. Staffed by Wurzweiler graduate
students and other professionals specializing in
addiction, anxiety and trauma, the Center offers mental
health counseling to English speakers, gap-year students,
new immigrants, soldiers with PTSD and others
adjusting to life in Israel. W

In the coming year, as YU continues
to be guided by the Five Core
Torah Values, we look forward to
rising even higher, serving the
Jewish community and the broader
society, and creating a better

world for all.
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