
Chapter #109- Nava Neugroschel

Perek 109 was composed by David while he was on the run from 
Shaul. Shaul’s advisors slandered David to him, leading to Shaul’s 
murderous pursuit of David. Throughout the perek, variations of words 
relating to speech appear, referencing this incident. This mizmor has two 
central, intertwined themes: the requesting/praising of Hashem’s 
salvation from enemies and the cursing of those enemies for their 
actions. David begins by asking Hashem not to abandon him to his 
adversaries. He lists the ways they have wronged him and emphasizes 
the ways in which he differs from them, how he approaches them with 
love, only for them to respond with hate. The second section is a list of 
curses. According to Malbim and R’ Hirsch, these curses were hurled at 
David by his enemies, however, earlier commentaries like Radak and 
Ibn Ezra say that David was cursing his malicious pursuers. The last 
section returns to David asking Hashem to recognize his suffering and 
praising Hashem for His protection and kindness.

From the first pasuk, David defines his connection to Hashem as 
י‘ הִלָּתִ֗ י תְ֝  God of my praise.’ Midrash Socher Tov explains that these - אAֱהֵ֥
words describe a Jew’s unique relationship to Hashem. As Devarim 
10:21 states: ‘He is your praise, He is your God; and Israel is God’s only 
source of praise;’ as Yishaya 43:21 states: ‘This nation I fashioned for 
Myself, so that they might recognize My praise.’ In this pasuk, Sforno 
connects this first theme of praise to the second theme of the Jews’ 
persecutors, saying that David is telling Hashem, ‘I am always vigilant 
to assure that You will be properly praised. Therefore, act on my behalf 
to destroy those who strip me of praise and cover me with abuse.’ 
Throughout the mizmor, Sforno, along with other commentaries, 
connect the two themes by highlighting the way David contrasts his 
actions with those of his wicked foes. The words, ‘ֹֽד עַל־ימְִינו ֹ֥  in verse ’יעֲַמ
6 is part of David’s curse against his enemy, wishing an ‘angel of 
violence and destruction [to]…bring curses… to his every 
endeavor’ (Radak). These words are echoed in final verse of the mizmor, 
ין עֲמדֹ לִימִ֣  However, here, the words refer to the salvation Hashem .כִּיֽ־יַ֭



offers to those in need. This contrasting parallelism emphasizes the idea 
that a righteous Jew should strive to praise Hashem and to establish a 
closeness with Him, like David did.

The other central theme of the mizmor is David’s curses. The 
mizmorim are timeless, and it is clear that David wrote this mizmor not 
only about his own life, but also as a description of the Jews’ 
experiences throughout history. The Ibn Yachya says on verse 2, ‘י י פִ֪  כִּ֤
י לְשׁ֣וֹן שָֽׁקֶר תִּ֗ חוּ דִּבְּר֥וּ אִ֝ י פָּתָ֑ רְמָה עָלַ֣ ע וּֽפִי־מִ֭  that the pasuk is referring to the ’רָשָׁ֡
Romans, the barbaric descendants of Esav. On verse 3, Midrash Shocher 
Tov, echoing the Ibn Yachya, says that the gentiles learned words of 
hatred from their forefather Esav, and quotes from Bereshit 27:41 which 
states, ‘And Esav hated Yakov.’ Esav hated Yakov so much that he not 
only took vengeance during his own lifetime, he instilled that hatred in 
the hearts of his descendants as well. The Radak comments on this pasuk 
in connection to David’s personal experience, how David’s enemies 
disguised themselves as friends, while their tongues spoke deceitfully. 
Radak singles out Doeg Ha’Edomi as the most notable of David’s 
enemies, who incessantly incited Shaul and the nation against David. 
The parallels between the themes used in this mizmor and the 
unprovoked persecution which the Jewish people have faced throughout 
history at the hands of Esav, Yishmael, and their descendants, is drawn 
by the commentaries throughout the mizmor.


