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Anti-Semitism
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“[The Torah} tells this to us here, right after saying (v. 14), and the Pelishtim envied [Yitzchak], to
convey that the Pelishtim’s behavior was not out of hatred they had specifically for Yitzchak, but
because the rod of wickedness does not rest over the lot of the righteous (Tehillim 125:3); that is, the
wicked cannot bear the success of the righteous, and therefore try to undo it. To this end, [the Torah]
first informs us that [the Pelishtim] were jealous of [Yitzchak], and then goes on to tell us that [the
Pelishtim] had also acted with jealousy and hatred toward Avraham, for all the wells that his father’s
servants had dug... the Pelishtim had stopped up, and filled them with earth. By mentioning that the
Pelishtim tried to undermine Avraham’s success, too, the Torah indicates that the Pelishtim’s jealousy
and hatred toward Yitzchak was because of their general hatred toward the righteous.

Artscroll Or Hachaim Bereishis volume 2, p. 35

Do you feel that the Or Hachaim is being true to the textual narrative, or is he forcing an
interpretation?
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Does the Netziv's commentary support the Or Hachaim’s interpretation?

What is the reference to the Rambam coming to add?
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To what does the Netziv attribute Antisemitism?




“There is, in short, nothing in Judaism to suggest that it is the fate of Jews to be hated. It is neither
written into the texture of the universe nor encoded in the human genome. It is not the will of God.”

Essays on Ethics, Balak: A People That Dwells Alone? p.254 (Rabbi Sacks)

“Antisemitism is not about Jews. It is about anti-Semites. It is about people who cannot accept
responsibility for their own failures and have instead to blame someone else.

Antisemitism means denying the right of Jews to exist collectively as Jews with the same rights as
everyone else.

Antisemitism is a form of cognitive failure, and it happens when groups feel that their world is spinning
out of control.

Jews were hated because they were different... The hate that begins with Jews never ends with Jews.
Antisemitism is only secondarily about Jews. Primarily it is about the failure of groups to accept
responsibility for their own failures, and to build their own future by their own endeavours. No society
that has fostered antisemitism has ever sustained liberty or human rights or religious freedom. Every
society driven by hate begins by seeking to destroy its enemies, but ends by destroying itself.”

“The Mutating Virus: Understaning AntiSemitism,” September 22, 2016 (Rabbi Sacks)

Is Rabbi Sacks’ understanding of antisemitism similar or different from the above
commentaries? How? (Consider who these sources attribute the responsibility for antisemitism)

“During two thousand years of dispersion, Jews were the only people who, as a group, refused
to assimilate to the dominant culture or convert to the dominant faith. They suffered as a result
— but what they taught was not for themselves alone. They showed that a nation does not need
to be powerful or large to win God’s favour. They showed that a nation can lose everything else
—land, power, rights, a home — and yet still not lose hope. They showed that God is not
necessarily on the side of great empires or big battalions. They showed that a nation can be
hated, persecuted, reviled — and yet still be loved by God. They showed that to every law of
history there is an exception and what the majority believes at any given moment is not
necessarily true. Judaism is God’s question mark against the conventional wisdom of the age.



It is neither an easy nor a comfortable fate to be “a people that dwells alone,” but it is a
challenging and inspirational one.”

‘A People That Dwells Alone’, Covenant & Conversation, p. 296 (Rabbi Sacks)

What historical purpose do you see for antisemitism in Rabbi Sacks’ interpretation of
our fate of solitude?

Do you think that antisemitism is inevitable?

Are we responsible to combat antisemitism? How should we act?




