Sacks-Herenstein Educators Workshop 5782 7102

MORALITY LESSON PLAN

TOPIC: THE MORALITY IN THE YEHUDA AND TAMAR SAGA
Instruction: Please skim all of Chapter 38. While reading consider the following questions:
N) How committed are each of the characters to acting morally?

1) What actions stood out to you as noticeably moral or immoral?

») What moral struggles do the characters experience?

DETAILED PESSUKIM QUESTIONS

N P19

1) What do you think the Chumash mean when it says »nx nxn n 10> 79? Is it
literal? If it’s not literal, what is it telling us?

2) See Rashi’s comments on X pyva. How would Rashi answer Question #17?

3) See this quote from Rabbi Sacks. How does the parsha’s previous episode influence
this episode, in light of Rabbi Sacks’ insight?

“There is a deep connection between ethics and the human spirit, between morality
and morale. If we lose the former, the latter begins to fail.” (Faith in the Future, p.12)

19 P1o9
In your own words: what does Yehuda’s admittance »1n NP8 mean?

See Rashi, Ramban, Seforno
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JN2IYVN NON- NN, N1HITI- IPIN - 21'YY

20N N>22 NYNIS NIPNY 9D . 012710 INY SNINDI 9311 NINNI DIP N2 NNV IVITIIMAN
INIY DYI910 TNRYNY OINIT NTIN VAYNY L0091 NINK INYY NI

1219

DNN O OINND NNN PITYNTON N, (27D:72 R DI91) 19N 032I0) DIPXTN 1IN NINY 1100
NPIND RO D 9391 AN DPYYNI APTY,(372: 770 R ONINY) NYIN TPNDNI 2INY NAIVN MDININ)
NN NNPD XI9NY KD OR)Y 0250 RIN NOY XD DYV .23 NHYY NN XYY NION RVINT MIN)
.DYN PTA(CN:N”D PPYNRIL)7ANI) NOYND INYIS TWRDI PINN NN RIN VAN

INN9Y

DIPN 991D >N NNV > ,590 TPIRI NI PINY ,NNINAOIN NN NONY I DY X - NN NPT
,NNY ININD RY YN OPP NXINY,TIANY IR MINN 210 NIOOND NNV, NNNINI NPT NN
7125912 NIMNDN NNV ONNNN OPPAOINONPINY NNN AN ,95°1N NNNNORD NNRNOINY
NOW MINNDND NNYI NIAY NDITI :NDI2D DNID DINNDI .YIM) TO) NYOON NINY ,ONIIY PYNN
(272 90) NnvH

According to each of the Mefarshim: In what way does morality play a part in the story?

Rashi -

Ramban -

Seforno -

A HEBREW LETTER LESSON - THINK, PAIR, SHARE

Consider the letters in the words for truth (nnx) and falsehood ("pv). Notice that the
letters for truth stand on their own, while the letters for falsehood have only one “leg” each
and will always fall down.

=> When in your life have you gained by telling the truth/action morally despite the
inclination to do the wrong thing?
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BIG QUESTIONS

4) Why do you think Yehuda saved Tamar, thereby embarrassing himself?

5) See this quote from Rabbi Sacks. According to Rabbi Sacks, why do you think Yehuda
chose to embarrass himself to save Tamar?

“Morality makes a difference to the way we think about problems and their solution. It shifts
us from self-interest to concern for the common good, and from a narrow focus on immediate
gain to more distant horizons. We need to be able to think in this collective, long-term way if
we are to avoid the short-sightedness that led people to think that you could abandon
morality without paying a momentous price.” (Morality, p.159)

6) How does this episode end? What is the resolution to the Yehuda and Tamar
relationship?

7) Who will ultimately descend from X197 (see Rut 4:18-22 and recall Rashi on 26)?

8) Why do you think the Chumash feel it necessary to include the names of the children
born to Tamar at this moment?

a. See this quote from Rabbi Sacks. Consider again, how does this episode set
the stage for the leadership of the Jewish people? What character traits are
on display that have societal implications?

"One of the great historical lessons is that societies become strong when they care for the
weak. They become rich when they care for the poor. They become invulnerable when they
care for the vulnerable.” (Morality, p.336)
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THINKING FURTHER

Where else have we see the term N3 95n? What about that episode connects to this
episode?

Compare Yehuda's actions in the Yosef story to his actions in the Tamar story. What
motived him to sell Yosef? What motived him to save Tamar? Is it possible that they are 2
sides of the same motivation?
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