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Morality and Religious Rigor
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Rabbi Sacks on Morality:

Consider the following excerpt from Rabbi Sacks and answer the question that
follows:

Covenant and Conversation: Numbers p. 299

“In the end — not only in the religious life but in life as a whole — moral qualities count
for more than intellectual or even spiritual ones.”

— Do you agree that moral qualities are in fact above both intellectual and spiritual
ones? Why or why not?

Elivahu’s Zealousness n'nw nw4

T 7719 X D'

MTAY WK MY DN DIN-DIRNR-ZY TV QYRN aYnn RN R K
.27 '97-DX,'2--190H 70 N7RD D'IYD NIN-DX L1197

Describe Eliyahu’s action in the pasuk above:

Go back to the previous perek and remind yourself of the context of Eliyahu’s action.
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Describe Achav’s introductory statement: Incliude at least 3 missteps he makes

Hashem'’s response to Eliyahu
Now continue learning the rest of perek 17: For each of the following three scenarios, answer
the following questions:
1. Who needs help in this scenario, and what kind of help
2. What caused this individual’s need for help
3. How in fact is this person helped?
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What message is Hashem trying to convey to Eliyahu in all 3 of these
scenarios?
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Rabbi Sacks on Morality:

Consider the following excerpt from Rabbi Sacks and answer the question that
follows:

Morality, p.159

“Morality makes a difference to the way we think about problems and their solution. It
shifts us from self-interest to concern for the common good, and from a narrow focus
on immediate gain to more distant horizons. We need to be able to think in this
collective, long-term way if we are to avoid the short-sightedness that led people to
think that you could abandon morality without paying a momentous price.”

— Going back to Eliyahu: What is Eliyahu’s narrow focus on immediate gain in the
perek we learned?

— What is the momentous price that Eliyahu did in fact end up paying
because of his narrow focus?

— Go back to the Rabbi Sacks excerpt at the beginning of our worksheet: How does
Hashem'’s response to Eliyahu here relate to the excerpt? What does Hashem in fact
believe when it comes to morality versus religious rigor?
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