
Chapter #7- Moishy Rothman

 David initiates this chapter with the word שגיון, a term that appears 

twice in all of Tanach and once in all of Tehillim. While some 

commentaries understand this introduction as a reference to the 

musical instrument accompanying the מזמור, the Midrash suggests the 

term originates from the word שוגג, or mistake. Rav Hirsch, elaborating 

on this point, explains that here, David discusses his error in asking 

Hashem for Shaul’s removal from office. At the end of his song, David 

recognizes that his request was out of place. Hashem will deliver justice 

when He deems it appropriate. David’s role is simply to serve Him. 

 This מזמור, despite and precisely because of its unique 

introduction, encapsulates the spirit of תהלים. Tehillim is not simply 

generic praise of Hashem. Here, David presents his journey to שגיון, 

recognition of his error. He unpacks his feelings of uncertainty if the pain 

and injustice he experienced were justified (4-6), internalizes that 

Hashem will deliver justice without human intervention when He finds it 

appropriate (7-17), and even thanks Hashem for this realization (18). 

Rav Hirsch notes the word Tehillim is derived from the word הילל, which 

means to reflect. David’s songs are reflections on personal or national 

experiences to express one’s relationship with the Creator. These are 

passages that utilize a wide array of life experiences to contextualize 

this relationship. In the words of Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzatto (Mesilas 

Yesharim Chapter 21), Sefer Tehillim is full of “Love, awe, and various 



forms of intense commitment” towards Hashem. Reading it, 

understanding its nuances, and connecting to its feelings can be a very 

helpful aid for integrating these ideals into one’s persona. In light of this 

understanding, one can more readily appreciate how David can sing 

over even a mistake---the miscalculation became a vehicle to gain a 

deeper appreciation of Hashem, His השגחה, and the overall relationship 

He has with man.


