MUS 11013 Music and the World Wars

This course attempts to show how 20th century deviations from traditional Western musical parameters defined European and American art music not only as falling within the canonic continuum of development and innovation, but simultaneously as an eclectic collection transformed and considerably influenced by the World Wars and by non-Western aesthetic techniques, philosophy, and practice. Specifically, by analyzing the influence of dictators such as Hitler and Stalin on musical expression within their countries, this course examines the relationship between oppression and creativity. Further topics include narratives of specific imprisonments and emigrations that resulted from the wars. 

