Chapter #115- Kaylie Jacobs

Psalm 115 opens with the line, “not for us, Hashem, not for
us, but for Your name give honor, for Your kindness and for Your
truthfulness.” At first glance, the beginning of this Psalm seems
strange. Why do we ask Hashem to give Himself honor? We
clearly know how amazing He is, as seen by the fact that we are
praising Him. Rashi explains this pasuk by saying that Hashem
should act to give honor to His name not because we did anything
but in order for the other nations not to say “Where is their God
now?”

During the Holocaust, in 1943, a group of Jews hid from
the Nazis in the forests around Buczacz. The holiday of Sukkot
arrived and, after much debate, the Jews there decided to build a
sukkah. On the third day they were sitting in their sukkah when
they heard the sound of Nazis from afar. The Jews ran from the
sukkah and escaped to their hiding places. Unfortunately, Rabbi
Shlomo Zalman Horowitz and his son could not run since their
hideout was too far away and they wouldn’t make it in time.

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Horowitz decided that they would
stay in the sukkah and leave the rest up to Hashem. If Hashem
wished for them to be caught they would be, but what a kiddush

Hashem would be if he could tell all the non-believers that the



mitzvah of sitting in the sukkah saved his life. Rabbi Shlomo
Zalman Horowitz began to pray, “not for my sake Hashem, but for
Your sake that Your name be sanctified before everyone”. As he
prayed with this very perek of tehillim, the Nazis walked back and
forth in front of the sukkah three times but they didn’t see anything
inside. Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Horowitz and his son were saved.
Radak writes that there are manuscripts of Psalms where
this is not the opening pasuk, and instead Psalms 114 and 115
are joined together. This first pasuk of 115 gets a deeper meaning
when these two Psalms are combined together. Psalm 114 talks
about the exodus from Egypt and asks Hashem to continue
performing acts like He did then for us in every generation. If
these perakim were then combined, our leading pasuk would then
continue on, “not for us but for Your name. By ourselves we are
not worthy of witnessing Hashem's miracles. Just like the
generation who left Egypt were not worthy without the glory of
Hashem’s name and His promises to our avot. We say, “not for
us,” twice, in order to emphasize this point. We ask that Hashem
answer our prayers not in our merit but in His merit and the merit

of all those who came before us.



