JH 1300 Medieval Jewish History
The medieval period, lasting approximately from 550-1500 of the Common Era, was one of the most formative times for the Jewish people. Although often termed the Dark Ages in general history, traditional Jews know it as the period of the Gaonim and the Rishonim respectively. This was the age when some of the greatest communities and luminaires flourished and set down the ideas and works that determined how the Torah, Talmud, Halakha (Jewish Law), Kabbalah/Jewish mysticism, and Jewish philosophy are understood and studied until today. The medieval period also witnessed some of the worst and impactful persecutions as the Jewish minority navigated living under both Christian and Muslim rule and the physical, material, and spiritual/theological challenges they experienced. This course will review some of the major events and trends in Jewish history and Jewish thought that defined this period.
