
Chapter #72- Frayda Laine 

Psalm 72 can easily classify as one of the most sentimental 
and heartfelt prayers in Tehillim. Countless psalms exhibit a wide 
range of raw emotions such as praise, exaltation, and mercy, 
ultimately showing the most intimate nuances of David's 
relationship with G-d, the world, and himself; however, this 
chapter touches on a deeper chord. What sets this Psalm apart is 
that it exemplifies what it means to be a parent, which is one of 
the most intrinsically precious relationships filled with the deepest 
love that transcends all limits.

David begins the chapter beseeching G-d: “Of Solomon. O 
God, endow the king with Your judgments, the king’s son with 
Your righteousness” (72:1). In this Passuk David’s two main 
overarching requests for his son's pending leadership are 
expressed. Regarding his son's character as the king of Israel, 
David prays that God blesses Solomon to be a king who is wise, 
merciful, and just. This is the first and greatest wish of a parent. 
David wants his son to be the type of person and king who will 
"save the needy who cry out [and] the lowly who have no 
helper” (72:12). A king who does not relish in war but rather, 
values peace and sanctity.

More externally, David asks God to give his son a 
prosperous reign where the land will be fruitful, the people 
righteous, and all the surrounding nations, as well as the Jews, 
will acknowledge and respect Solomon for the quality of his 
kingship. “Let kings of Tarshish and the islands pay tribute, kings 
of Sheba and Seba offer gifts” (72:10). David asks, “[l]et abundant 
grain be in the land, to the tops of the mountains; let his crops 



thrive like the forest of Lebanon; and let men sprout up in towns 
like country grass” (72:16). David wants life to present itself to 
Solomon as a beautiful and peaceful existence.

Interestingly, this psalm seems to have a more definitive 
ending than others. It ends conclusively, stating, “[e]nd of the 
prayers of David son of Jesse” (72:20). This is because while 
psalm 72 is in the middle of the book of Tehillim, it is the last 
chapter David wrote in his lifetime. David’s last expression and 
thesis surround both the personal and public success of his child. 
Ultimately, a parent's last and greatest wish is for their child to 
thrive and go in the ways of G-d. This is not an external request 
for another human being. David was not asking for blessings on 
behalf of Solomon. Rather, Solomon's development into a 
prosperous king was the actualization of David himself; it was the 
ultimate expression of David’s hopes and dreams.

These requests can also be viewed as a parallel to our 
relationship with G-d. More than an all-powerful being, G-d is our 
father. Like David, He too wants the best for His children. His 
deepest desire is for his people to be upstanding in our 
interactions with all the world has to offer. 
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