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YU Assessment Tip of the Month!
 February 2025

Please share with your faculty: 
The importance of taking a purposeful planned approach to assessment

An effective assessment process involves taking a purposeful and planned assessment approach.   By strategically deciding which program goals and objectives to assess, when to assess them, and how to assess them, programs can have sufficient time to design effective assessment measures and rubrics to collect meaningful data about whether students are achieving desired objectives.  Both short-term and long-term assessment planning is necessary.  For short-term planning programs should identify before the start of a semester which program goals and objectives will be assessed, and in which courses.  Faculty being asked to conduct the assessments should be notified prior to the start of the semester so that they can plan assessment methods accordingly. This will enable faculty to have sufficient time to develop their assessment methods, but also to ensure that they are planning on using a sufficient sample size.  Decisions about which objectives to assess should be based upon previous assessment findings, and questions programs are seeking to answer about the extent to which students are acquiring desired skills and types of knowledge within in a program.  The courses in which the objectives should be assessed can be easily identified from a curriculum map, which maps program courses onto program objectives (see curriculum map examples and curriculum map template). Long-term planning involves creating an assessment cycle by identifying which objectives to assess over a longer period (ideally within a 2–3-year time frame).  By laying out long-term assessment plans, programs can also easily identify program objectives that are being assessed too often, not often enough, or not at all. This in turn can enable programs to adjust their assessment plans or decide if objectives are still relevant or should be eliminated.  The assessment planning matrix can serve as a useful tool for laying out long-term assessment plans. In each cell of the assessment planning matrix, an X should be placed in the corresponding semester in which the objective will be assessed.  The cell can also include the courses in which the objective will be assessed, and if known, the assessment methods that will be used. Please see assessment planning example.  


Check out!  The Excel curriculum map and assessment planning matrixes

Please share examples of  how your program engages in planned and purposeful assessment activities, and I will feature those examples on YU’s Learning Assessment Website. 

Important reminders:  

Fall 2024 assessment reports are due January 31. Please note the report form has been updated this semester.  Please be sure you are using the form that says Fall 2024.  



Please contact me with any questions.


Rachel Ebner, Ph.D.
YU Director of Assessment
Rachel.Ebner@yu.edu
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