Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks on Faith and Doubt

Rabbi Sacks on Faith & Doubt

Read the following quotes from Rabbi Sacks writing and reflect on the ideas of faith and
doubt.

“For Judaism, the search for religious certainty through science or metaphysics is not merely
fallacious but ultimately pagan. To suppose that God is scientifically provable is to identify
God with what is observable, and this for Judaism is idolatry.” (Crisis and Covenant p. 258)

1. How can we respond to the need to find a proof for our belief in God?

“Faith is not a form of ‘knowing’ in the sense in which that word is used in science and
philosophy. It is, in the Bible, a mode of listening.” (The Great Partnership p. 74)

2. What do you think is meant by listening as a form of faith?

“Creation testifies not merely to God’s power but also, as it were, to His belief in mankind. At
the heart of religion is not just the faith we have in God. No less significant is the faith God
has in us.” (Faith in the Future p. 73)
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| give thanks to You living and everlasting King for You have restored my soul with mercy.
Great is Your faithfulness.

3. How do you perceive God’s faith in humankind? How does it convey a call to
responsibility?

“Jewish faith is not about believing the world to be other than it is. It is not about ignoring the
evil, the darkness and the pain. It is about courage, endurance and the capacity to hold fast to
ideals even when they are ignored by others. It is the ability to see the world for what it is and
yet still believe that it could be different. It is about not giving up, not letting go.” (Radical
Then, Radical Now p. 182)

4. How does Rabbi Sacks address the problem of evil in the world?




Faith and doubt in biblical prophecy
As you read the following pesukim that are related to faith and doubt try to find a source that
is a:

a. Mirror - reflects what you feel or think

b. Window - can give you a nhew understanding to what others feel and think

c. Sliding Door - moves you to action
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Then nin' said to Noah, “Go into the ark, with all your household, for you alone have | found
righteous before Me in this generation.
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Of every pure animal you shall take seven pairs, males and their mates, and of every animal
that is not pure, two, a male and its mate;
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of the birds of the sky also, seven pairs, male and female, to keep seed alive upon all the
earth.
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For in seven days’ time | will make it rain upon the earth, forty days and forty nights, and | will
blot out from the earth all existence that | created.”
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And Noah did just as nin* commanded him.
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Noah was six hundred years old when the Flood came, waters upon the earth.
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Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives, went into the ark because of the
waters of the Flood.
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212nn 'n 1on BECAUSE OF THE WATERS OF THE FLOOD — (119n properly means “from
before”) — Noah, also, was of those people who are wanting in faith: he believed and he did




not believe that the Flood would come, and he would not enter the Ark until the waters forced
him to do so (Genesis Rabbah 32:6).
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But Moses said, “The people who are with me* number six hundred thousand foot soldiers;
yet You say, ‘I will give them enough meat to eat for a whole month.’
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Could enough flocks and herds be slaughtered to suffice them? Or could all the fish of the sea
be gathered for them to suffice them?”
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And nin' answered Moses, “Is there a limit to nin’s power?* You shall soon see whether what
| have said happens to you or not!”
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Elijah approached all the people and said, “How long will you keep hopping between two
opinions?-c If the LORD is God, follow Him; and if Baal, follow him!” But the people answered
him not a word.
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Go proclaim to Jerusalem: Thus said the LORD:
| accounted to your favor
The devotion of your youth,
Your love as a bride—
How you followed Me in the wilderness,
In a land not sown.
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The people of Nineveh believed God. They proclaimed a fast, and great and small alike put
on sackcloth.




In small groups use the previous sources and other you found to debate the following ideas:
a. Having doubts is part of the process of reaching faith
b. Faith means trusting that something you can’t prove is true
c. Faithis the courage to live with uncertainty

Change groups for every debate.

Support your arguments with a quote from the biblical or Rabbi Sacks resources.

Summery

Using your experiences and interactions with the topic of faith and doubt write a letter to

someone your age who is struggling in this area and is looking for answers and / or support.
Use at least two types of resources in your letter:

1. Biblical
2. Rabbi Sacks resources
3. Siddur

4. Peers’ input




