
Chapter #85- Diana Gindi

In Psalm 85, we read a prayer by the sons of Korach where they 
are expressing the yearning of the Jewish Nation for the end of Galut, 
exile. The perek touches upon the past, present, and future; the 
songwriters show gratitude for all that Hashem has provided, ask 
Hashem to grant forgiveness once again, and visualize a future of peace, 
truth, and righteousness.

The perek begins with “ַרח ִמזְמֽוֹר ַֹ צַּח ׀ לְִבניֵ־ק֬ ַ֬  To the chief ,”לְמנֵ
Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korach” (psalm 85:1). According to 
both Ibn Ezra and Radak, the sons of Korach are focusing on both the 
Galut of Bavel and the Galut that we are currently living through today. 
It is understood that the authors prophesied about a time where the 
people mourn the loss of the Second Beit Hamikdash. During this time, 
the nation remembers the Galut of Bavel and then recalls the happiness 
that they experienced after Hashem returned his favor after 70 difficult 
years, where they were saved from the Galut and were given the second 
Beit Hamikdash.

In 85:7 it says, “Surely You will revive us again, so that Your 
people may rejoice in You”. The author notes that we were once revived 
and that we will soon be revived again, alluding to the salvation that 
Hashem brought to the Nation in the past, hoping that this salvation will 
be brought to us again.

There is a big focus on the idea of forgiveness in this perek. In 
Taanit 7b, Rabbi Tanḥum bar Ḥanilai learns that rain falls only if the 
Jewish people’s transgressions have been forgiven, as stated in Tehillim 
85:2-3. ָ“O LORD, You will favor Your land, restore Jacob’s fortune. You 
will forgive Your people’s iniquity, pardon all their sins; selah”. 
Forgiveness, it seems, is essential for beracha to come from Hashem. 
Hashem taught Moshe 13 attributes of mercy of Hashem for Bnei 



Yisrael to use in times of need: “G-d compassionate and gracious, slow 
to anger, abounding in kindness and faithfulness, extending kindness to 
the thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and 
sin.” (Shemot 34:6-7). In these attributes, Hashem is known to be 
understanding, with kindness and forgiving iniquity. Psalm 85 
demonstrates that the attribute of forgiveness in Hashem is not only 
extremely important, but vital for our nation to continue to grow closer 
to Hashem to reach the ultimate goal.

The Psalm ends with a positive hope for the future: “The LORD 
also bestows His bounty; our land yields its produce” (Psalm 85:13). 
The author comes full circle, saying that when we are forgiven, Hashem 
will show us what he can give, the heavens will be opened and the land 
will yield its produce. The requests made in the beginning of the perek 
will be answered and we will see what Hashem has in store for us at the 
right time.

The reward of ultimate Geulah, redemption, will soon be upon us. 
We must always be thankful for all that Hashem has done for us, request 
for forgiveness, and hope that it will soon be the time for us to deserve 
Hashem’s giving hand once again.


