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December 2025
Please share with your faculty: 
Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligence and Assessment in the Age of AI

Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligence (MI) theory, which was first published in his 1983 book, “Frames of Mind, was revolutionary in that his theory departs from the traditional notions of intelligence as being a single, general ability.  Instead, Gardner’s theory conceptualizes intelligence as multiple, diverse, independent abilities which include linguistic, logical-mathematical, visual-spatial, body-kinesthetic, musical, interpersonal, intrapersonal, and naturalistic intelligences.  
Gardner’s theory is significant because it questions traditional IQ measures, which neatly and narrowly measure cognitive abilities.  Gardner’s theory instead emphasizes the importance of assessing various abilities that may not be easily measured by traditional, standardized ways (McLeod and Guy-Evans, 2025). 

Now with the widespread advent of AI and its potential to disrupt current educational models, the relevance of Gardner’s theory may be greater now than ever before.  In fact, in a recent Harvard Education Graduate School panel, Gardner discussed how AI will likely drastically change the future of education (Boles, 2025).  In particular, he discussed how AI will replace the need to focus on teaching and assessing basic cognitive abilities and instead educators will need to focus on guiding and assessing students on harder to measure abilities like ethics, and inter and intrapersonal skills.  

Adjacent to Gardner’s theory, AI is causing educators to question traditional notions of intelligence and rethink the skill sets students should be learning and how they should be assessed.  As Gardner’s theory suggests, this likely involves moving away from traditional standardized tests and instead assessing students on higher order critical thinking, practical application, creative, reflective, social and ethical skills.  This will involve creativity on the part of educators to design varied, authentic assessments to assess these types of skills.  For example, according to Desai (2025), instead of focusing on assessing end products like essays or solutions which can be easily generated by AI, the focus of assessment should be on assessing learning or thinking processes.  This may involve think-aloud protocols, portfolio assignments, oral defenses, ethical reasoning case studies, group projects, experiments, and real-world application tasks that reveal students’ thinking skills.
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Reminder: Please remember to email me your end-of-semester assessment report by Friday January 23.   If you have any questions about your Fall assessment activities, please contact me.  

Rachel.Ebner@yu.edu
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