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August 2026
Please share with your faculty: 
Designing Effective Writing Assignments in the Age of AI

AI has sparked concerns among many professors about giving students out-class writing assignments since they worry students will use AI inappropriately to complete their assignments.  In my opinion, however, we should not go back to only using pen-and-paper assignments out of fear of AI.  Instead, we should embrace AI as an opportunity to revisit and redesign writing assessment to ensure that they are promoting deeper, and more personal learning.  

Below are several recommendations, along with examples, for designing effective writing assignments in the age of AI.  


1. Consider your student learning goals for the writing assignment (Harvard Writing Project, 2023).  Go beyond designing writing assignments that primarily ask students to summarize information, since these are tasks that AI can easily perform.  For example, assignments that emphasize higher-order thinking skills like critical thinking, synthesis of ideas, and personal perspectives, are more likely to promote meaningful learning and less likely to be replaced by AI-generated responses.

2. Personalize the writing assignment (Harvard Writing Project, 2023).  Design assignments that require students to incorporate their own personal experiences or perspectives. Personalizing assignments can make them more meaningful and relevant for students and can also make it harder for students to resort to AI.  For example, instead of having students write a summary paper, ask them to write a response paper to a reading where they can critique the article, or connect the content to a personal experience.    

3. Break the writing assignment into smaller steps (Columbia University Center for Teaching and Learning, n.d.).  Rather than assigning and evaluating only the final written product, break the assignment into smaller steps and offer students feedback along the way . Providing students with specific, formative, feedback at different stages of their writing can help ease students’ anxiety about producing a final polished product, and as a result can reduce students’ tendencies to use AI as a shortcut to their learning.  I recommend using an analytic scoring rubric to structure written feedback since it ensures specific feedback on required criteria, and makes grading expectations transparent.

4. Establish clear policies and expectations around the use of AI (Columbia University Center for Teaching and Learning, n.d.).  Clearly communicate whether and how students may use AI, if at all. When developing AI policies, consider the learning goals of the assignment and whether AI can support or interfere with those goals. By having clear expectations, students will be less likely to misuse AI tools.

5. Encourage students to reflect on how AI has assisted them with their written assignment (Harvard Writing Project, 2023).  In keeping with the tip above, ask students to write about how they used AI to assist in their writing process.  Doing so requires students to be fully transparent about how they are using AI to assist with their learning and reflect upon whether it is helpful.
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Reminder: Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions about your upcoming assessment plans.

Rachel.Ebner@yu.edu
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