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August 2020
Please share with your faculty:
The importance of self-assessment for online learning

Given the highly self-directed nature of online learning, it is important for learners to develop the habit of self-assessing their own work.  Educators can make self-assessment central to their course(s) by including self- assessment as part of their program and course-level student learning objectives and integrating self-assessment exercises with required assignments. For example, rather than just assigning a paper assignment, instructors can require students to include with their paper submission a reflection about what they learned from completing the assignment. More specifically, students can be asked to write about the kinds of knowledge, skills, or behaviors they gained from the doing the assignment, what they felt that they did well, what they found challenging, and what they might do differently next time. In addition, instructors can teach and model for students how to actively think-aloud in a structured way while completing an online learning task. A structured-think aloud methodology involves continuously thinking about one’s learning goals and the effectiveness of each online action for achieving one’s goals.(Ebner & Ehri, 2013; Ebner & Ehri, 2016).  In addition, instructors can encourage self-assessment by providing students with grading rubrics and asking students to assess their own work alongside the rubric. Self-assessment techniques such as these can help students build important metacognitive skills and self-regulated learning skills that are key for successful online learning.
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Check out! 
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Please share examples of self-assessment activities you use in your courses, and I will feature those examples on YU’s Learning Assessment Website. 

Reminder:  Please remember to submit a Spring 2020 assessment report or alternative assessment narrative by August 17.  If choosing to submit the latter, below are some guiding questions to consider:

· What are some examples of online learning assessments that your program's faculty conducted this semester, and what student learning objectives were those assessments designed to measure?

· What are some of the challenges that faculty and/or students experienced in connection with these online assessments?

· Based on your experience this Spring, what do you consider to be some of the relative benefits  of online student learning assessments  vs. traditional assessments?

· Should program faculty consider using blended learning assessment techniques (i.e., a combination of online and traditional assessments ) in the future?  If so, how?
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