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born: August 30, 1943, Bronx, NY

married, six children


Education

1961‑66 The City College, B.S., 1966

1968‑73
Columbia University, Post‑Graduate Special Student

1973‑74
Columbia University, M.A., 1974

1983‑86
New York University, Ph.D., 1986


Fellowships and Awards

1961

New York State Regent's Fellowship

1974

Columbia University Fellowship

1983‑85

New York University Tuition Fellowship

1984‑85

New York University Graduate Assistantship

1992

Baumol Faculty Incentive Award, May 26, 1992

1995-6

Post-Doctoral Fellowship, Center for Judaic Studies, University of Pennsylvania

1995-6

Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture grant

2000

YU Faculty Summer Fellowship

2002-3

Harry Starr Fellow, Harvard University

2003-2004
Aga Khan Iranian Fund grant

Positions

1966‑74
     Staff Meteorologist, Weather Routing, Inc., N.Y., NY

1974‑84
     Manager, Solomon Rabinowitz Hebrew Bookstore, N.Y., NY

1984‑85
     Adjunct Instructor in Bible, Stern College

1985‑2001 Associate Editor, Ktav Publishing House, Inc.

1987-88
     Adjunct Assistant Professor of Talmud, Bernard Revel Graduate School of Yeshiva University

1988
     Adjunct Assistant Professor of Bible, Yeshiva College

1988-94
     Assistant Professor of Judaic Studies, Yeshiva University

1989-2004 Associate Editor, "Sources and Studies in Kabbalah, Hasidism, and Jewish Thought," Yeshiva University Press, 1995-2001
1994
     Tenure awarded

1994-2006Associate Professor of Judaic Studies, Yeshiva University

1995-96
     Fellow, Center for Judaic Studies, University of Pennsylvania

1999-2000  Coordinator of Biblical Studies, Yeshiva College

1999-2004   Director, Friedberg Genizah Project

2000-2002   Cluster Head, Jewish Studies, Yeshiva College

2001-
       Member, Editorial Board, AJS Review

‏2003
       Harry Starr Fellow, Harvard University

2004  
        Research Associate, Harvard University

2004-
        Associate, Harvard University

2005-2009
        Member, Jewish Law and Legal Theory Workshop, Cardozo Law School
2006-
        Professor of Judaic Studies, Yeshiva University
2012- 
         Fellow, American Academy of Jewish Research
‏

Professional Memberships

1984‑
    Association for Jewish Studies

1985‑
    Society for Biblical Literature

1989-
    Fellow, The Orthodox Forum

1990-1998  Associate Member, Columbia University Bible Seminar

1993-
     World Congress of Jewish Studies

1994-2001   Member, Program Committee of the AJS

1996-8
     Member, Editorial Board, Jewish Book Annual
1997-
     Member, Steering Committee, The Orthodox Forum

1999
     Chairman, Twelfth Orthodox Forum

2001-
      Member, Editorial Board, AJS Review

2002-2004   Member, Board of Directors, Association for Jewish Studies

2003-
      Member, Societas Iranologica Europaea

2004-
      Member, Editorial Board, Tradition

Books

Authority and Tradition: Toseftan Baraitot in Talmudic Baby​lonia, Yeshiva University Press, NY, 1994.


Edited Books

Editor, with Jeffrey Gurock, Hazon Nahum: Studies in Jewish Law, Thought and History Presented to Dr. Norman Lamm in Honor of His Seventieth Birthday, Yeshiva University Press, 1997.

Editor, with Israel Gershoni, Transmitting Jewish Traditions: Orality, Textuality, and Cultural Diffusion, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2000.

At Ease in Babylon: Jews Within the Ethnic and Religious Mix of the Sasanian Empire, Brown Judaica Series (in preparation).

Texts

Living Torah: Early Prophets, Jerusalem: Maznaim, 1994.

Living Torah: Later Prophets, Jerusalem: Maznaim, 1996

Dream Interpretation From Classical Jewish Sources, by Rabbi Solomon Almoli, translated and annotated by Yaakov Elman, Hoboken, NJ: Ktav, 1998.


Translation

Why Jews Do What They Do: A History of Jewish Customs Throughout the Cycle of the Jewish Year, Hoboken, NJ: Ktav, 1999, a translation of Daniel Sperber, Minhagei Yisrael, vols. 1-2.


Articles

"Babylonian Echoes in a Late Rabbinic Legend," Journal of the Ancient Near East Society 4 (1972), 13‑19.

"Authoritative Oral Tradition in Neo‑Assyrian Scribal Circles," Journal of the Ancient Near East Society 7 (1975), 19‑32.

"An Akkadian Cognate of Hebrew šehin," Journal of the Ancient Near East Society 8 (1976), 33‑34.

"In the Margins of the Yerushalmi: Hagiga," In the Margins of the Yerushalmi, Scholars Press, 1983, 31‑57.

"In the Margins of the Yerushalmi: Moed Qatan," In the Margins of the Yerushalmi, Scholars Press, 1983, 59‑67.

"Reb Zadok HaKohen of Lublin on Prophecy in the Halakhic Process," Jewish Law Association Studies I (1985), 1‑16.

"R. Zadok HaKohen of Lublin on the History of Halakha," Tradition 21/4 (Fall, 1985), 1‑26.

"The Order of Arguments in Kalekh‑baraitot in Relation to the Conclusion," Jewish Quarterly Review 79/4 (April, 1989), 295-304.

"When Permission is Given: Aspects of Divine Providence," Tradition 24/4 (Summer, 1989), 24-45.

"Ha-mal'akh ha-Mashhit bi-Zeman ha-Ge'ulah," Rinat Yitzchak 1988-1989, 109-113.

"The Suffering of the Righteous in Babylonian and Palestinian Sources," Jewish Quarterly Review 80 (1990), 315-39.

"From the Pages of Tradition: Rabbi Moses Samuel Glasner: The Oral Torah," Tradition 25/3 (Spring, 1990), 63-69.

"Babylonian Baraitot in Tosefta and the `Dialectology' of Middle Hebrew," Association for Jewish Studies Review 16 (1991), 1-29.

"Righteousness as Its Own Reward: An Inquiry into the Theologies of the Stam," Proceedings of the American Academy for Jewish Research 57 (1991), 35-67.

"The History of Gentile Wisdom According to R. Zadok Hakohen of Lublin," Journal of Philosophy and Jewish Thought 3 (1993), 153-187.

"Progressive Derash and Retrospective Peshat: Non-Halakhic Considerations in Talmud Torah," in S. Carmy, ed., Modern Scholarship in the Study of Torah: Contributions and Limitations, Northvale, NJ, 1996, pp. 189-287.

"A Theological Reflection on Death, Resurrection, and the Age of the Universe: R. Israel Lipschitz's Derush Or ha-Hayyim," in Aryeh Kaplan, Immortality, Resurrection and the Age of the Universe, Hoboken, NJ, 1992, 66-163.

"Review Essay: Argument for the Sake of Heaven: The Mind of the Talmud: An Intellectual History of the Babylonian Talmud," Jewish Quarterly Review 84/2-3 (Oct 1993-Jan 1994), pp. 261-282. 

"'It Is No Empty Thing': Nahmanides and the Search for Omnisignificance," The Torah U-Madda Journal 4 (1993), 1-83.

"Le-Toledot ha-Ribbuy ba-Talmud ha-Bavli," Proceedings of the Eleventh World Congress of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, 1994, 87-94.

"Orality and the Transmission of Tosefta Pisha in Talmudic Literature," in Harry Fox and Tirzah Meacham, eds., Introducing Tosefta: Textual, Intratextual and Intertextual Studies, pp. 117-174, Hoboken: Ktav, 1999.

"Some Remarks on 4QMMT and the Rabbinic Tradition, Or, When Is a Parallel Not a Parallel?" in M. J. Bernstein and John Kampen, eds., Reading 4QMMT: New Perspectives on Qumran Law and History, Symposia 2, Scholars Press, 1996, pp. 99-128.

"The Status of Deuteronomy as Revelation: Nahmanides and Abarbanel," in Y. Elman and J. Gurock, eds., Hazon Nahum: Studies in Jewish Law, Thought and History Presented to Dr. Norman Lamm in Honor of His Seventieth Birthday, Yeshiva University Press, 1997, pp. 229-250.

"The Contribution of Rabbinic Thought Towards a Theology of Suffering," in S. Carmy, ed., Jewish Perspectives on the Experience of Suffering, Jason Aaronson, Inc., 1999, pp. 155-212.

Articles "Mishnah," "Tosefta," and "Talmudim" for Oxford University Press' Encyclopedia of the Dead Sea Scrolls.
Article on Nahmanides for Hebrew Bible/Old Testament: History of Its Interpretation, vol. 1/2, ed. Magnae Sabo, Goettingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, pp. 416-432.

"Orality and the Redaction of the Babylonian Talmud," Oral Tradition 14/1 (1999) [published in 2000], pp. 52-99.

"The Small Scale of Things: The World Before the Genizah," PAAJR 63 (1997-2001) [published in 2002], pp. 49-86.

"Proper Methodology in the Study of Rabbinic Intellectual History: A Review of David Kraemer's Responses to Suffering in Classical Rabbinic Literature," in Jewish Quarterly Review 88/3-4 (1999), pp. 361-386.

"The Institutionalization of Oral Tradition: From Study Circle to Yeshiva and Madrassa in Jewish and Islamic Babylonia," with Daphna Efrat, in Y. Elman and I. Gershoni, eds., Orality, Textuality and the Materiality of Jewish Tradition: Representations and Transformations, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2000, pp. 107-137.

"Rava ve-Darkei ha-Iyyun ha-Eretz Yisraeliyyot be-Midrash ha-Halakhah," in Y. Gafni, ed., Merkaz u-Tefutzah: Eretz Yisrael veha-Tefutzot bi-Ymei Bayit Sheni, ha-Mishnah veha-Talmud, Jerusalem: Merkaz Shazar, 2004, pp, 217-242. 

"Derekh ha-GRA u-Magamato be-Ferush Midrash Halakhah be-"Aderet Eliyahu" al Sefer Vayiqra," in M. Halamish, et al., Ha-GR”A u-Veit Midrasho, Ramat Gan: Bar-Ilan University Press, 2003, pp.  63-80.

"MMT B 3-5 and Its Ritual Context," Dead Sea Discoveries 6 (1999), pp. 148-156.

"Who Were the Kings of East in West in Ber 7a?: Roman Religion, Syrian Gods and Zoroastrianism in the Babylonian Talmud," Judaism in the Ancient World, ed. B. Bar-Kochba, S.J.D. Cohen, and J. Schwartz,  Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2007, 43-80.

"Acculturation to Elite Persian Norms in the Babylonian Jewish Community of Late Antiquity,” in Neti’ot David, ed. by E. Halivni, Z. A. Steinfeld, and Y. Elman, Jerusalem: Orhot, 2004 [appeared in 2005], pp. 31-56.

"Order, Sequence, and Selection: The Mishnah's Anthological Choices," in D. Stern, The Anthology in Jewish Literature, New York: Oxford UP, 2004, pp. 53-80.

"The Rebirth of Omnisignificant Biblical Exegesis in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries," in JSIJ 2 (2002), 1-42.

"Classic Rabbinic Interpretation," Jewish Study Bible, New York: Oxford University Press, 2003, pp. 1844-1862.
"Benno Jacob in Historical Context," in Walter Jacob and Almut Juergensen, eds., "Die Exegese hat das erste Wort". Contributions to the life and work of Benno Jacob, Stuttgart: Calwer Verlag, 2001 [published 2002], pp. 110-122.

“’Up to the Ears’ in Horses’ Necks (B.M. 108a): On Sasanian Agricultural Policy and Private ‘Eminent Domain,’“ Jewish Studies: An Internet Journal 3 (2004), pp. 95-149.

"R. Yosef be-cIdan Ritha," Bar Ilan Annual 30-31 Memorial Volume for Prof. M. S. Feldblum (2006), pp. 93-104.
"Marriage and Marital Property in Rabbinic and Sasanian Law," in C. Hezser, ed., Rabbinic Law in Its Roman and Near Eastern Context, Tübingen: Mohr-Siebeck, 2003, pp. 227-276.
“Returnable Gifts in Rabbinic and Sasanian Law,” Irano-Judaica VI, Jerusalem: Makhon Ben Zvi, 2008, pp. 150-195.
“Midrash Halakhah in Its Classic Formulation,” Lieve M. Teugels and Rivka Ulmer, eds., Recent Developments in Midrashic Resarch, Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias Press, 2005. pp. 3-16.

"Up to the Ears" in Horses' Necks: 
On Sasanian Agricultural Policy and Private ‘Eminent Domain’,” JSIJ 3 (2004), 95-149.
“Cultural Aspects of Post-Redactional Additions to the Bavli,” in Jeffrey Rubenstein, ed., Creation and Composition: The Contribution of the Bavli Redactors (Stammaim) to the Aggadah (TSAJ 114), Tübingen: Mohr-Siebeck, 2005, pp. 383-416.
“Middle Persian Culture and Babylonian Sages:  Accomodation and Resistance in the Shaping of Rabbinic Legal Tradition,” in Charlotte Elisheva Fonrobert and Martin S. Jaffe, eds.,  Cambridge Companion to Rabbinic Literature, Cambridge UP, 2007, pp. 165-197..
“The Babylonian Talmud in Its Historical Context,” for Yeshiva University Museum’s The Printing of the Talmud, New York, 2005, pp. 19-28.
“’He in His Cloak and She in Her Cloak’: Conflicting Images of Sexuality in Sasanian Mesopotamia,” in Rivka Ulmer, ed., Discussing Cultural Influences: Text, Context, and Non-Text in Rabbinic Judaism: Proceedings of a Conference on Rabbinic Judaism at Bucknell University, .Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 2007, pp. 129-164.
 

 “Scripture Versus Contemporary Needs: A Sasanian/Zoroastrian Example,” Cardozo Law Review 28 (2006), pp. 153-169.
“Between Rabbi and Dādwar: R. Nahman of Mahoza,” AJS Review (invited).
“Torah va-Avodah as Competing Values in Hazal,” in Adam Mintz and Lawrence Schiffman, eds., Jewish Spirituality and Divine Law, New York: YU Press, 2005, pp. 61-124.

“Yeshivot Bavliyot ke-Vatei Din,” in E. Etkes, ed., Yeshivot u-Vatei Midrash, Jerusalem: Makhon Shazar, 2006, pp. 31-55.
Talmud/Iranian Context, article for new Yearbook of Encyclopedia Judaica (invited and submitted), 2500 words.

“Tsadok ha-Kohen of Lublin,” entry for YIVO Encyclopedia of Eastern Europe (invited and submitted).
“Resh Pesahim Ba-Bavli uvi-Yrushalmi: She’elot ba-Arikhah uve-Hithavvut,” Bar Ilan Annual (invited), 20 pp.

“Ma’aseh be-Shtei Ayarot: Mahoza u-Pumbedita Ke-Metzayygot Shtei Tarbuyot Hilkhatiyyot,” Torah li-Shemah: Mehqarim be-Madacei ha-Yahadut li-khvod Prof. Shamma Yehudah Friedman, Jerusalem:  Bar Ilan UP, in association with Makhon Shechter le-Mada’ei Ha-Yahadut, 2007, pp. 3-38.
Article on “Talmud” for Encyclopedia of Law and Society (Sage Publications).

“The Socioeconomics of Babylonian Heresy,” Jewish Law Association Studies XVII, pp. 80-126 (2007).
“Be-Inyan Seruv Mordechai Leshtahavot le-Hamam: Rava ba-Halakhah va-Aggadah,” Beit Yitzhak 5767 (2007)
“Hercules Within the Halakhic Tradition: A Response to Ronald Dworkin,” Dinei Yisrael 25 (2008), pp. 7*-42*.
“Safron, Spices, and Sorceresses: Magic Bowls and the Bavli,” in Kimberly. Stratton and Dayna Kalleres, eds., Daughters of Hecate: Women and Magic in Antiquity,. Oxford University Press (in proof).  
 
The Hērbedestān in the Hērbedestān: Priestly Teaching from the Avesta to the Zand,” Irano-Judaica VII, (submitted, 28 pp.).

“Zekhuyot ha-Ishah bi-Nekahsaha be-Askolat Mahoza,” Sidra (returned proofs), for the Festschrift for Prof. Zvi Arie Steinfeld..(in proof)
“Yibbum, Sturih ve-Ziqqah ba-Bavli vi-Yerushalmi” (38 pp)(Yosi Tavory Festschrift, returned proofs)
“Toward an Intellectual History of Sasanian Law: An Intergenerational Dispute in Hērbedestān 9 and Its Rabbinic Parallels,” The Talmud in Its Iranian Contex, ed. Carol Bakhos and Rahim Shayegan, Tübingen: Mohr-Siebeck, 2020, pp. 21-57. 
 “The Halakhah Follows Rava…Except When It Doesn’t: A Mediation on Halakhic Decisionmaking”, in Vixens Disturbing Vineyards: Embarrassment and Embracement of Scriptures: Festschrift in Honor of Harry Fox (leBeir Yoreh), ed. Tzemah Yoreh, et al., Boston, 2020, pp. 272-307.
“Talmud II.  Rabbinic Literature and Middle Persian Texts,” in Encyclopedia Iranica, s.v. Talmud II (online), Nov., 2010).
“History, Halakhah, and Revelation: The Historicization of the Sinaitic Revelation in Ha`ameq Davar, Mishpetei Shalom: A Jubilee Volume in Honor of Rabbi Saul (Shaul) Berman, NY; Chovevei  Torah Rabbinical School, 2011, pp. 159-178.
“The Other in the Mirror: Iranians and Jews View One Another: Questions of Identity, Conversion and Exogamy in the Fifth-Century Iranian Empire,” in Bulletin of the Asia Institute 19 (Festschrift for Oktor Skjærvø), pp. 15-26, and 20 (2009), pp. 25-46.
“Digestion as a Means of Purification in Fourth Century Sources: A Rabbinic Conundrum and an Avestan Problem,” in Albeto Cantera, ed., Poets, Priests, Scribes and (E-)Librarians: The Transmission of Holy Wisdom in Zoroastrianism, (awaiting proofs).

“Babylonian Jews at the Intersection of the Iranian Economy and Sasanian Law,” in Economics and Judaism, ed. Aaron Levine, et al., Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 545-563.
“Why Study Talmud: Wellsprings of Torah and the Individual Soul,” in Paul Socken, ed. Why Study Talmud in the Twenty-first Century?: The Relevance of the Ancient Jewish Text to Our World,  Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield Publishing Group, 2010, pp. 135-150.
“Why Is There No Central Zoroastrian Temple?: A Thought Experiment,” for The Temple of Jerusalem: From Moses to the Messiah: Studies in Honor of Professor Louis H. Feldman, Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2011, pp. 151-170.
“Zoroastrianism and Qumran,” in Lawrence H. Schiffman and Shani Tzoref, eds. The Dead Sea Scrolls at Sixty, (Studies on the Texts of the Desert of Judah, vo. 89) Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2010 (in poress), pp. 91-98.
“’Ki Aqnei Lah—Adaata le-Meqam Qammeih, le-Mishqak ule-Mepaq La Aqnei Lah’ (Ketubbot 54a), Zekhuyot ha-Ishah bi-Nekhaseha  be-Torat Mahoza,” Sidra 24-25 (Steinfeld Fs), pp. 17-47
“Resh Pesahim ba-Bavli uvi-Yerushalmi—Inyanei Arikhah ve-Hithavvut,” Melekhet Mahshevet, ed. Chaim Milikowsky, Ramat Gan: Bar Ilan UP, 2011, pp. 9-25.
“Meiri and the Non-Jew: A Comparative Investigation,” in Elisheva Carlebach and J.J. Schachter, eds., New Persoectives on Jewish-Christian Relations in Honor of David Berger, Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2011, pp. 265-296.
“The Torah of Temporary Marriage—A Study in Cultural History,” in XXXXXXXXXXXX, ed. Daniel Tsadok (in preparation).
“Shopping in Ctesiphon,” in  XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX, ed. Markham Geller (in press)
“Commercial Law in Rome and Ctesiphon: Roman Jurisconsults, Rabbis. and Sasanian Dastwars on Risk,” in Tal Ilan and Rivka Nikolsky, XXXXXXXXXXXXXX (Texts and Studies in Ancient Judaism), Mohr-Siebeck (in press).

“Autonomy and Its Discontents: A Meditation on Pahad Yitshak,” to be published in Tradition (in preparation)

“The Emotional Palette of the Grodno School: Ye’ush and Hefqer,” in Festschrift for Rabbi Shalom Carmy (in press)

“Contrasting Intellectual Trajectories: Iran in Mesopotamia,” in Samuel Secunda and Uri Gabbay, eds., By the Rivers of Babylon (in preparation).

Papers Delivered or Scheduled
"R. Zadok HaKohen of Lublin on the History of Halakha," Second International Conference on Jewish Law, New York, December, 1982.

"Babylonian Baraitot in Tosefta Sukka," AJS Seventeenth Annual Conference, Boston, December 16, 1985.

"The Proximate Source of Babylonian `Toseftan' Baraitot," AAR/SBL Convention, Atlanta, Georgia, November 22, 1986.

"The Relationship of Statements Attributed to Rava and the Tosefta," AJS Eighteenth Annual Conference, Boston, December 16, 1986.

"The Order of Arguments in `Kalekh'-baraitot in Relation to the Outcome," AJS Nineteenth Annual Conference, Boston, December 14, 1987.

"The Suffering of the Righteous in Babylonian and Palestinian Sources," AJS Twentieth Annual Conference, Boston, December 19, 1988.

"`Is There Then Anger Before the Holy One?' Aspects of the Theology of the Stam," AJS Twenty-first Annual Conference, Boston, December 19, 1989 

"The Theologies of the Stam," Sixty-Second Annual Meeting of the American Academy for Jewish Research, December 24, 1989.

"God's Two Books According to R. Zadok Hakohen of Lublin," Yeshiva University Torah U-Madda Project Lecture," May 3, 1990.

Respondent to L.H. Schiffman, "Tannaitic Disputes in the Light of the Dead Sea Scrolls," The Edelman Lectures: Issues in Talmudic History and Literature, NYU, December 13, 1990.

"The Exegesis of Redundant Passages in Rabbinic Literature: The Unfolding of an Exegetical Principle," AJS Twenty-second Annual Conference, Boston, December 17, 1990.

"Progressive Derash and Retrospective Peshat: Non-Halakhic Considerations in Talmud Torah," Fourth Orthodox Forum Conference, November 17, 1991.

"The Image and Function of Death in Babylonian Rabbinic Sources," AAR/SBL Convention, Kansas City, MO, November 26, 1991.

"The Creation of Halakhic Categories: Exegesis as Applied Listenwissenschaft," AJS Twenty-third Annual Conference, Boston, December 17, 1991.

"The Historicity of Rabbinic Traditions," NEH Seminar, New York, NY, July 21, 1992.

"Towards a Tentative Periodization of Rabbinic Legal Exegesis," AJS Twenty-fourth Annual Conference, Boston, December 15, 1992.

"Yerushalmi Pesahim, Tosefta Pisha and the Problem of Orality," Symposium on Tosefta Relationships, University of Toronto Department of Near Eastern Studies, April 26, 1993.

"Le-Toledot ha-Ribbuy ba-Talmud ha-Bavli," Eleventh World Congress of Jewish Studies, June, 1993.

"Omnisignificance, Sequentiality and Divine Exposition in the Torah Commentary of Nahmanides," AJS Twenty-fifth Annual Conference, Boston, December 12, 1993.

YU Faculty Colloquium, "Omnisignificance and Its History: The Meaning of Biblical Meaning," February 27, 1994.

"Progressive Rabbinic Midrash: Rava and the Search for Omnisignificance," European Association of Jewish Studies, Copenhagen, August 15, 1994.

"4QMMT and Early Rabbinic Halakhic Exegesis," Panel on 4QMMT, AJS Twenty-sixth Annual Conference, Boston, December, 1994.  Panel included Barukh Levine, Moshe Bernstein, and Lawrence H. Schiffman.

"Benno Jacob and the Search for Omnisignificance," Van Leer Institute, Jerusalem, March 13-14, 1995.

"The Contribution of Rabbinic Thought Towards a Theology of Suffering," Seventh Orthodox Forum, April 3, 1995.

"Halakhic Center and Scientific Periphery: A Case of Epistemological Non-congruence," and member of "Roundtable Three: Concluding Remarks and Directions for Future Research," International Workshop on Jewish Responses to Early Modern Science, Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science and Ideas, The Edelstein Center for the History and Philosophy of Science, Technology and Medicine, Tel Aviv University and Van Leer Jerusalem Insitute, 15-18 May, 1995.

"cIyyun Midrash Ba-Talmud Ha-Bavli," seminar at Talmud Department of Bar-Ilan University, May 22, 1995.

"Orality and Literacy in the Transmission of Tannaitic Texts in Talmudic Babylonia," Seminar at the Center for Judaic Studies of the University of Pennsylvania, Nov 18, 1995.

"Systematic Omnisignificant Interpretation in the Bavli," AJS Twenty-seventh Annual Conference, Boston, December 18, 1995.

"cIyyun Midrash ba-Dor ha-Revici be-Vabel u-Maqbilo-Meqoro (?) be-Eretz Yisrael," Conference on "Yisrael veha-Tefutzot bi-Tqefut Bayit Sheni, ha-Mishnah veha-Talmud," sponsored by the Zalman Shazar Center for Jewish History and the Skirball Department of Judaic Studies of New York University, New York, 12 February 1996.

"Omnisignificant Rabbinic Interpretation of Scripture, or: How Does a Divine Text Mean?", Samuel J. Atlas Memorial Lecture, HUC, April 30, 1996.

"The Institutionalization of Oral Tradition: From Study Circle to Yeshiva and Madrassa in Jewish and Islamic Babylonia," coauthored with Prof. Daphna Efrat of Hebrew and Open Universities, Colloquium of the Center for Judaic Studies at the University of Pennsylvania, May 1, 1996.

"Nahmanides' View of the Form and Function of the Book of Deuteronomy," at Colloquium on Medieval Jewish Bible Exegesis, Yarnton Manor, Oxford, UK, July 14-22, 1996.

"Pervasive Orality in Amoraic Babylonia," AAR/SBL Convention, New Orleans, November 24, 1996, with Shaye D. Cohen as respondent.

"Orality and the Redaction of the Babylonian Talmud," AJS Twenty-eighth Annual Conference, Boston, December, 16, 1996, in session entitled, "Orality and the Shaping of Rabbinic Literature," with Martin Jaffee, Stephen Fraade, and Elizabeth Shanks, and with John Miles Foley as respondent.

"Elite Education in Babylonia: the Nestorian bet derusho, the Jewish metivta, and the Islamic madrasa," Near Eastern Studies, University of Michigan, February 4, 1997.

"Darko shel Ha-GRA u-Maggamato be-Hava'ot shel Midreshei Halakha be-'Aderet Eliyahu' le-Sefer Vayiqra," Bar Ilan University Talmud Department, Kenes Shenati le-Heqer ha-Safrut ha-Talmudit al ha-Nose': Mishnato shel Ha-GRA, Ramat Gan, May 14, 1997.

"'Shanah cAlav he-Katuv Lecakkev': Middah Mehuddeshet be-Dorot ha-Aharonim shel Amora'ei Eretz Yisrael," Twelfth World Congress of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, August, 1997.

"4QMMT B 3-5 and Its Referrents, Or: How Much Halakhah at Qumran?," SBL/AAR panel on Qumran and Rabbinic Texts; the panel includes Menahem Kister, Israel Knohl, Steven Fraade, and myself, with Lawrence I. Schiffman and Joseph Baumgarten as respondents, San Francisco, November 25, 1997.

"The Small Scale of Things: The World Before the Genizah," for A Centennial of Genizah Texts in Talmud and Midrash, at AJS-AAJR joint program, semi-plenary address (one of a series of 40 minute lectures), Boston, December 23, 1997.

"Amoraic Midrash Halakha Viewed Synoptically: the Bavli and Yerushalmi," at a conference on The Synoptic Problem in Rabbinic Literature, Brown University, March 2-3, 1998.

"A Rabbi in Mahoza: Rava and the Challenges of his Time," Ninth Orthodox Forum, New York, March 29, 1998.

"Orality and Its Historical Implications," Seminar in Memory of Samuel Ettinger, Hebrew University, April 22, 1998.

"Rava and the Challenges to Rabbinic Authority in Fourth Century Babylonia," AJS Twenty-Ninth Annual Conference, Boston, December, 1998.

"The Case for Oral Redaction of the Babylonian Talmud," Cultural Studies Group, Tel Aviv University, Jan 13, 1999.

"Shedding the Garment: A Conversation About Jewish and Christian Mystical/Meditative Techniques in the Middle Ages" with Brian Stock and Moshe Idel, Center for Judaic Studies at the University of Pennsylvania, discussant, Nov 1, 1999.

"Rava ke-Mara de-Atra: Ha-Etgar ha-Te'ologi-Sotziali bi-Mahoza be-Emtza ha-Me'ah ha-Revicit," Bar Ilan University, Jan 17, 2000.

"Jewish Culture and Society Under Christian Rome," March 12-14, 2000, sponsored by Jewish Theological Seminary in cooperation with the Union Theological Seminary, at the Jewish Theological Seminary, discussant.

"Torah va-Avodah: Prayer and Torah Study and Talmud Torah as Competing Values in the time of Hazal," Thirteenth Orthodox Forum, New York, April 2, 2000, 47 pp.

"R. Joseph and the Limits of Divine Providence," JTS Talmud Seminar Series, New York, Nov 30, 2000, 43 pp.

"The Ideology of Oral Transmission in Late Antiquity," AJS Thirty-first Annual Convention, Dec 17, 2000.

"Why Did R. Joseph Not Pray For Rain?; Thoughts on the Intersection of Theology, Law and Society, International Society for Biblical Literature Convention, Rome, July 9, 2001, in panel with Profs. Isaiah Gafni (Hebrew University), Seth Schwartz and Richard Kalmin (Jewish Theological Seminary), and Carol Bakhos (Middlebury College).

"Qara'im Qedumim be-Mahoza ba-Me'ah ha-Revi'it?," Thirteenth World Congress of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, Aug 12, 2001.

"Comparative Demonology: Ancient and Talmudic Babylonia and Sasanian Iran," Society for Biblical Literature Convention, Denver, Nov 18-20, 2001.

"The Contribution of Joseph Baumgarten to Qumran Studies: An Appreciation," AJS Thirty-second Annual Convention, Washington, D.C., December 17, 2001.

"Extraneous Scriptures?: Ezekiel 44-46 in Rabbinic Thought," AJS Thirty-second Annual Convention, Washington, D.C., December 16, 2001.

"Marital Property in Sasanian, Roman and Rabbinic Law," Rabbinic Law in Its Roman and Near Eastern Context, sponsored by the Programme in Mediterranean Studies, Trinity College, and the Herzog Centre for Jewish and Near Eastern Religion and Culture, Dublin, March 12, 2002.

"Jewish-Persian Contacts in Sasanian Times," NYU, Nov 15, 2002.

"Midrash Halakhah in Babylonian Perspective," at SBL/AAR Annual Meeting 2002, Toronto, in Special Section: Midrash panel, Nov 25, 2002.

"The Babylonian Talmud As a Sasanian Compilation," AJS Thirty-third Annual Convention, Boston, MA, December, 2002.

"Cultural Aspects of Post-Redactional Additions to the Bavli," at NYU Conference on Stammaitic Aggadah, Feb 3, 2003.

“New Directions in ‘Yeshivish’ Biblical Research,” Starr Seminar, Harvard University, May 20, 2003
Discussant and group leader, Harvard Law School: Genesis and Jewish Law, May 18-20, 2003

“Returnable Gifts in Rabbinic and Sasanian Law,” Fifth Irano-Judaica Conference, Sept 14-17, 2003, Pilcsaba, Hungary.

Rabbis and Mobeds in Sasanian Babylonia: Shared Religious/Legal Discourse in Sasanian Babylonia, Fifth European Conference of Iranian Studies, Ravenna, Italy, October 9, 2003.
“Acculturation to Elite Persian Norms and Modes of Thought in the Babylonian Jewish Community of Late Antiquity,” SBL, Atlanta, GA, November 24, 2003.
“History, Halakhah,and Revelation: The Historicization of the Sinaitic Revelation in the Ha`ameq 
Davar,” Thirty-fourth Annual Conference of the Association of Jewish Studies, Boston, December 22, 2003.
“Yeshivot Bavliyot u-Vatei Din Parsiyyim be-Bavel ha-Amora’it,” Yeshivot u-Vatei Midrashot, Makhon Shazar, Jerusalem, January 5-9, 2004.
“’He in His Cloak and She in Her Cloak’: Conflicting Images of Sexuality in Sasanian Mesopotamia,” Bucknell University, Feb 22, 2003.
“Scripture Versus Contemporary Needs: A Sasanian/Zoroastrian Example,” at a conference on” Text, Tradition and Authority in Comparative Perspective,” October 10, 2004, Cardozo Law School.

“Between Rabbi and Dādwar: R. Nahman and Mahoza,” Thirty-fifth AJS Convention, Chicago, December 20, 2004.

“Honi the Circle-Drawer as Proto-Rabbi and Holy Man in the Bavli,” Conference on Halakhah and Aggadah, May 22-24, 2005, Harvard University Law School, May 23, 2005, respondent and group leader.

“R. Nahman and Persian Law: Two Reconstructed Traditions in Meqorot u-Mesorot,” Conference in Tribute to Professor Weiss-Halivni, May 30, 2005.

“Zeh le-Umat Zeh: Hirhurim al ha-Mehqar ha-Talmudi be-Yamenu,” plenary session at World Jewish Congress, Jerusalem, Aug 1, 2005.
“Dr. Benjamin’s Household: Rabbinic Orthodox in Sasanian Babylonia,” History and Literature of Early Rabbinic Judaism, with Prof. Michael Satlow as respondent, SBL Convention, Philadelphia, PA, November 21, 2005.
“The Bavli in Its Middle Persian Background,” with Profs Oktor Skjaervo and Richard Kalmin as respondents, Plenary Lecture at Thirty-sixth AJS Convention, Washington, DC, December 18, 2005.
“Du-Siah Te’ologi Be-Vavel bi-Tequfah ha-Amora’it, Bet Morasha, Jerusalem, Dec 27, 2005.
“Ha-Talmud ha-Bavli al Reqa’ ha-Tarbut ha-Parsit, Havruta Program of Hebrew University, Jan 2, 2006 .
“Yehudei Bavel ha-Iranit,” Hebrew University Jewish History Dept., Jan 2, 2006

“Anonymity and Redaction in Rabbinic Literature: A Different Approach,” colloquium, Program in Judaic Studies, Yale University, April 2, 2006

“Resh Pesahim ba-Bavli uvi-Yrushalmi: She’elot bea-Arikhah ve-Hithavvut,” Rabbinic Textuality, Transmission and Redaction: The Historical and Litrary Processes which Generated the Rabbinic Corpus, “ conference sponsored by Bar-Ilan Univerrsity, May 22-23, 2006, delivered May 23, 2006.

“Varying Degrees of Acculturation in Amoraic Babylonia,” Lecture in Memory of Prof. Moshe Held, NY, June 5, 2006.

The Hērbedestān in the Hērbedestān: Priestly Teaching from the Avesta to the Zand,” at  “Irano-Judaica 6 at the University of Hamburg, Sept, 10-12, 2006.
“Cosmopolitanism and the Compilation of the Babylonian Talmud,” Back to Babylon: 2600 Years of Jewish Life in Iraq conference, Nov 2-5, 2006, lecture Nov 5, NY, NY,

“Rabbinic Law in Its  Interaction with Sasanian Persian Law in the Amoraic Period" Lecture at Cardozo Law School Workshop on Rabbinic Law, Nov 6, 2006.
“A Tale of Two Cities: Mahoza and Pumbedita, Cosmopolitanism, Heresy and Urban Halakha,” Thirty-Seventh AJS Convention, Dec 17, 2006.
Lecture and Workshop at the University of Toronto, “Theodicy in Zoroastrianism and the Babylonian Talmud,” March, 26-27, 2007.

“Zoroastrian and Rabbinic Meditations on the Interplay of Fate and Merit’” at a conference on “Cultural Crossovers: The Bible and the Profane,” Rutgers University, April 15, 2007.
Culpability and Negligence in Rabbinic and Sasanian Law: Hērbedestān 6-9 and Its Rabbinic Parallels,” at “The Talmud in Its Iranian Context” at UCLA (Center for Jewish Studies and Department of Near Eastern Languages), May 6-7, 2007.

“The Intellectual History of the Bavli in Its Persian Context” (in Hebrew), Bar Ilan University, Israel, June 18, 2007

Two lectures at the Free University of Berlin, “Jews and Iranians in Sasanian Mesopotamia” and ‘Rabbis and Dastwars: The Shared Legal and Scholastic Culture of Sasanian Mesopotamia,” July 4-5, 2007.

“The Emergence of  Omnisiginficant Avestan Interpretation in the Work of Abarg on the Herbedestan,” Thirty-Eighth Convention of AJS, Toronto, Dec 15, 2007.

“Ha-Akkvazatziya shel Rabbi Yisymael be-Talmud ha-Bavli,” Bet Morasha Conference, Jerusalem, Dec 25, 2007.

“Intersecting Trajectories: Rabbinic and Persian Law in the Sasanian Period,” Robert and Florence Dreben Lecture at Harvard University, Feb 22, 2008.
“The Jews and the Sasanian Empire,” seminar at the Center for Advanced Judaic Studies, University of Pennsylvania, March 5, 2008.

“Quman and Zoroastrianism,”The Dead Sea Scrolls at 60: The Scholarly Contribution of NYU Faculty and Alumni, March 7, 2008.

“Encounter with Empire: Babylonian Jews and Sasanian Law,” March 5, 2008, at the Center for Advanced Judaic Studies at the University of Pennsylvania.

“Encounter with Empire: Cultural and Theological Issues in Sasanian Babylonia, March 18, 2008, at the Center for Advanced Judaic Studies, University of Pennsylvania.

“Sasanian and Rabbinic Law,” Spring Colloquium at the Center for Advanced Jewish Studies at University of Pennsylvania, May 1, 2008.

“Coercion in Sasanian Law,” Harvard Law School Spring Conference, May 19, 2008.

“Interrelations Between Rabbinic and Sasanian Law,” University of Maryland, College Park, Md, Nov 2-4, 2008.
"Shortages of Citrons for Ritual Purposes as Reflected  in Palestinian and Babylonian Sources, and their Causes." ," at A Century after Krauss’ Talmudische Archaeologie: Rabbinic Literature and the Material Culture of Roman Palestine., Princeton University, and the University of Michigan, held  at Princeton University (Nov, 9-11, 2008).

“Acculturation of Babylonian Jews at the End of the Parthian Period,” at “Dynamiken der Religionsgeschichte zwischen Europa und Asien“ zum Thema “religiöse Traditionen und Innovationen zwischen Indus und Adria,” at the Kollegs für Geisteswissenschaftliche Forschung, Bochum, Germany, December 2-4, 2008.

“Acculturation and Intermarriage: The Case of Mahoza,” at Thirty-ninth Annual Convention of the AJS, Washington, D.C., 22, Dec. 2008.
“Human Dignity and Shame—Punishment in Jewish Law,” Harvard Law School, May 18-20, 2009.

“The Power of Precedent in Rabbinic and Zoroastrian Law,” at the Islamic and Jewish Legal Reasoning Group, University of Toronto, May 24-26, 2009.
"Shopping in Ctesiphon: A Lesson in Rabbinic and Sasanian Commercial Law,” at a conference on Talmudic Archaeology, University College, London, June 15-17, 2009.
“Fifth Century Zoroastrian and Rabbinic Discussions of the Parameters of Impurity,” at “Poets, Priests, Scribes and (E-)Librarians: The Transmission of Holy Wisdom in Zoroastrianism,” at the University of Salamanca, Spain, Sept 2-5, 2009.
“The Chronology of MHD and the End of the Sasanian Dynasty,” at the Middle East Studies Association conference in Boston, Nov 21, 2009.
“Fifth and Sixth Century Redactions Compared: The Bavli and the Pahlavi Vidēvdāds,” at the 41st Association for Jewish Studies conference in Los Angeles, CA, December 21, 2009.

“The Changing Face of Cosmopolitanism : Mesopotamia from the Sumerians to the Sasanians,” at Exposure and Appropriation: Judeans in Babylonia and the Babylonian Legal System, St Joseph’s College, Philadelphia, Marc 21, 2010.
“The Intersection of Rabbinic and Sasanian Law,” at the 16th International Conference of The Jewish Law Association, June 24, 2010, Netanya Academic College, Netanya, Israel.
“The Shared Scholastic Culture of Late Sasasnian Iran, or: Does Pollution Need Stairs?” with Oktor Skjaervo of Harvard University, at the Aram Thirtieth International Conference: Zoroastrians, 6 July, 2010, The Oriental Institute, University of Oxford.
“Samuel’s Scythe-Handle and Mesopotamian Mortgage Law,” at Irano-Judaica VII, Jerusalem, Israel, October 11, 2010.

“The Babylonian Talmud in Its Sasanian Context,” round-table discussion, co-chaired with Oktor Skjarero, 42nd Annual Convention of AJS, Boston, MA, Dec 20. 2010.

“New Developments in Mesopotamoian Intellectual History,” Yale University, April 6, 2011.

“Between Babylon and Ctesiphon: Thoughts on the (Non)-Intersection of Iran and Babylonia,” at the“Between the Rivers of Babylon, Scholion Conference at Hebrew University, May 23-25, 2011.
“New Developments in Jewish Intellectual History,” at University of Bucharest, Bucharest, Romania, Jun 1 and 2, 2011.
“The Rabbinic View of Temporary Marriage and Jewish Acculturation in the Babylonian Jewish Communjity,” Melton Center for Jewish Studies, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, October 13, 2011 and “The Jews of Ancient Babylonia,” public lecture, Columbus, Ohio, October 13, 2011.

“The Study of Rabbinic Literature and Middle Persian Literature,” Annual Meeting of the Society for Biblical Literature,” San Francisco, November 21, 2011 and “Egyptian Cultural Icons in Midrash: A Babylonian Meditation,” Annual Meeting of the Society for Biblical Literature, 2011, San Francisco, November 22, 2011

“Scriptural and Unscriptural Prohibitions: Zoroastrian and Rabbinic Sin-Counting and the Severity of Atonement, 43rd Annual Conference of the Association for Jewish Studies, December 19, 2011, Washington, D.C.

“Non-Identical Twins: Dastwars and Rabbis Confront Pollution in Late Sassanian Iran,” lecture at the Dr.  Samuel M. Jordan Center for Persian Studies & Culture, University of California, Irvine, March 13, 2012.

“Rendering unto God and to the Shahanshah: Rabbinic Law in Sasanian Mesopotamia,” Conference on Heterodoxy in Jewish and Islamic Law at The Townsend Center of the University of California, Berkeley, April 21, 2012 (scheduled)

Reviews

"The Judaism of the Mishna: What Evidence?" Judaica Book News 12/2 (1982), 17‑25.  

Robert Polzin, Moses and the Deuteronomist: A Literary Study of the Deuteronomic History, ibid., 69-70.

Blu Greenberg, On Women and Judaism: A View from Tradition, ibid. 12/2 (1982), 72.

Louis Jacobs, Teyku: The Unsolved Problem in the Babylonian Talmud, ibid., 82-83.
Jeffrey L. Rubenstein, The Culture of the Babylonian Talmud, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 2003, in  Journal of Religion 86 (2006), pp. 700-702.
"Election Without Faith, Judaism Without Mitzvot" [review of Michael Wyschogrod, Body of Faith: Judaism as Corporal Election], ibid., 15/1 (1984), 8-10, 56-58.

"Structure, Movement, and Tension," [review of Robert Alter, The Art of Biblical Poetry, ibid., 16/2 (1986), 20-21.

"A Humanistic Wolf in Covenantal Clothing: Covenant as a Bill of Divorce" [review of David Hartman, A Living Covenant], ibid., 17/1 (1986-87), 20-25.

"Rejoinder [to David Hartman]," ibid., 18/1 (1987-88), 6-8, 66-67.

"Poetics of Biblical Narrative: A Review Essay," ibid., 13-16.

"Neusner's Tosefta," Jewish Quarterly Review 78/1 (July, 1987), 130-136. 

Noah Aminoah, Arikhat Masekhtot Betzah, Rosh Hashanah, Ta`anit Ba-Talmud Ha-Bavli, Journal of Jewish Studies 39 (Spring, 1988), 124-25.

Jon Levenson, Sinai and Zion, Tradition 24, Winter, 1988, 99-104. 

S. Safrai, ed. The Literature of the Sages, First Part: Oral Tora, Halakha, Mishna, Tosefta, Talmud, External Tractates, Judaica Book News 18/2 (1988), 52-53.

"Recreating the Mind of the Genizah: Goitein's Mediterranean Society," Judaica Book News, 19/1 (1988-89), 16-21.

"American Jewry: Where Are We Going?" [review of Charles S. Liebman, Deceptive Images: Toward a Redefinition of American Judaism], ibid., 19/2 (1989), 25-28.

H. Chaim Schimmel and Aryeh Carmell, Encounter: Essays on Torah and Modern Life, Jewish Action 50/3 (Summer 1990), pp. 79-82.

A. J. Avery-Peck, New Perspectives on Ancient Judaism, Volume 4: The Literature of Early Rabbinic Judaism: Issues in Talmudic Redaction and Interpretation, Religious Studies Review 17/2 (April 1991).

Roger Brooks, The Spirit of the Ten Commandments: Shattering the Myth of Rabbinic Legalism, The Journal of Religion, July 1992.

David Kraemer, Review Essay, The Mind of the Talmud: An Intellectual History of the Babylonian Talmud, Religious Studies Review, Jewish Quarterly Review 84 (Oct 1993-Jan 1994)/2-3, pp. 261-282.

H. L. Strack and G. Stemberger, Introduction to the Talmud and Midrash, Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal 10 (1992).

"Review Essay: Argument for the Sake of Heaven: The Mind of the Talmud: An Intellectual History of the Babylonian Talmud," Jewish Quarterly Review, 34 (1993-1994), 261-282.

M. Schlueter, Auf Welche Weise Wurde die Mishnah Geschrieben?, Ioudaios (electronic journal), November, 1994.

Review of Pseudo-Rabad Commentary to Sifre Deuteronomy, edited and annotated according to manuscripts and citations by Herbert W. Basser, Religious Studies Review 21/2 (April 1995).

Review of The Babylonian Esther Midrash: A Critical Commentary in Three Volumes, by Eliezer Segal, Religious Studies Review (in press).

"M. Schlueter, Auf Welche Weise Wurde die Mishnah Geschrieben?, AJS Review 20 (1995), pp. 180-185.

Review of Intertextuality and the Reading of Midrash, by Daniel Boyarin, for Hebrew Studies, 1997.

Review of Richard Kalmin, Babylonia Between Rome and Persia, to be appear in Shofar (2008)..


Popular Articles (partial listing)

"History, Pure and Impure," Jewish Action, Winter, 1986-1987, 17-20.

"Sefiras Haomer: The Link Between Teshuva and Torah," The Jewish Observer, April, 1988.

"Divine Inspiration in Our Time?," Jewish Action, Summer, 1995, 46-47.

“Naso: An Excess of Offerings?,” in Daniel Z. Feldman and Stuart W. Halpern, eds., Mitokh Ha-Ohel: Essays on the Weekly Parashah from the Rabbis and Professors of Yeshiva University, NY: Maggid Press, 2010, pp. 319-332.

“Rava as Mara de-Atra,” Hakirah, 11 (Sprng 2011), pp. 59-85.


Service to the University

Yeshiva College Senate, 1986-1994

Associate Editor, "Sources and Studies in Kabbalah, Hasidism, and Jewish Thought," Yeshiva University Press, 1989-2004
BRGS Task Force, 1991-92


I designed several curricula for a program in Jewish thought, as well as working on a Talmud program; some suggestions were 
incorporated in the final report.

Yeshiva University Press, managing editor, 1990-


In this capacity, I see books through the press, working with their authors, and edit some of them.

Scholar-in-Residence, Shabbat program (annual appearances), 1990-

Dean's Book Committee, 1998-99

Bible Coordinator, 1999-2000

Honors Program Committee, 1998-2009
Honors Program Course Subcommittee, 1998-1999

Governance Committee, 1999

Curriculum Committee, 1999-2002
Cluster Head, YC Jewish Studies, 2000--2002
Dean's Evaluation Committee, Oct 2000-Mar 2001

History Search Committee, May-June, 2001

Decanel Search Committee, spring, 2005.
Governance Committee, 2007-2008.

Curriculum Committee, 2009-2010
Guest Lectures at YU

“Zoroastrian Midrash Halakhah,” Jewish Studies Colloquium, March, XX 2008.

“The Face in the Mirror: Jewish Socialization in Talmudic Babylonia,” Jewish Studies Colloquium, Sept XX, 2008,

“Babylonian Jews in Sasanian Mesopotamia,” at Stern College, in Dr. Ricky Hidary’s Classical Jewish History course, Nov. 1118, 2008–11–23

“Babylonian Jews in Sasanian Mesopotamia,” at Yeshiva College, in Dr. Joseph Angel’s Classical Jewish History course, Nov 20, 2008–11–23

Scholar in Residence, Yeshiva College, Nov 21-22, 2008.

Yeshiva College Open House, Nov 23, 2008,


Courses Taught

Introduction to Tannaitic and Amoraic Literature (two semester series)

Introduction of modern scholarly approaches to classic rabbinic texts, Mishnah, Tosefta, midreshei halakhah, the Talmuds.  Use of history, realia, Middle Hebrew linguistics, and literary and source-critical approaches, with emphasis on questions of organization, program and redaction.

The Sources of the Bavli and the Typology of Sugyot


Ancient Near Eastern law, Scripture, Tannaitic and Early Amoraic sources of the Babylonian Talmud, their interpretation and the literary structure of sugyot as revelatory of their intent.

Introduction to Biblical Exegesis


Historical, literary and theological issues in the study of the Hebrew Bible.

The Book of Exodus (two semester series)


Study of selected chapters with an emphasis on literary, linguistic and theological issues.

Topics in the Book of Exodus


Study of selected chapters with an emphasis on literary and linguistic issues.

The Book of Isaiah


Study of selected chapters with an emphasis on literary, linguistic and historical issues.

The Book of Ezekiel


Study of selected chapters from literary, linguistic, historical points of view, with an emphasis on theological issues and Ezekiel's sources in Pentateuch and Jeremiah.

Classical Rabbinic Legal Exegesis


The unfolding, rise and transmutation of rabbinic legal midrash from the midreshei halakha through the Bavli, with emphasis on the latter.

Biblical Midrashim


An undergraduate introduction to midrashic literature and techniques, both halakhic and aggadic.

Classic Rabbinic Thought


A study of selected topics in Babylonian amoraic thought, with emphasis on those areas in which major changes took place in Jewish attitudes under the influence of Islamic rationalist philosophies of the Geonic period.  Topics include: God, Torah, repentance, sin, evil, rabbinic anthropology (The Chain of Beings: Angels, Demons, Elijah, Malakh ha-Mavet, Man, Woman, Animals, Friendship and familiarity), the human condition, astrology and predestination, magic and curses, two torot, human decline, hiddush and dispute, with particular stress on the intercultural, urban/cosmopolitan origin of some of the Bavli's concerns.

Tractate Bava Qamma, Bavli (BRGS course)
Tractate Nazir in the Bavli and the Yerushalmi (BRGS course)
Biblical Midrash (honors course)

History of Talmudic Literature (honors course)

The Babylonian Talmud in Two Cross-Cultural Contexts (honors course)

The Middle Persian Context of the Babylonian Talmud (BRGS course)

Classical Rabbinic Legal Thought (BRGS)
Classic Rabbinic Legal Exegesis (BRGS), also taught as an Homors course

Seminars

Early Rabbinic Thought


A review and critique of modern scholarship on rabbinic theology, including Schechter, Urbach, Jacobs and Elman.

Readings in Tosefta


A review and critique of modern scholarship on Tosefta, including Epstein, Albeck, Weiss and Elman.

Readings in Middle Persian Literature (in translation), Guided Reading

Introducution to Sasanian Law, Guided Reading

Reading “Talmudic” Pahlavi Texts

Late Antique Mesopotamia (with Mahnaz Moazami)


Adult Education (partial listing)

Weekly Classes in Tur, Flatbush, NY, 1976-79.

Weekly Classes in Moreh Nevukhim, Flatbush, NY 1980-83.Summer Machon, Hevrah Aliyah Toranit (2 lectures), "An Introduction to Torah Shebiktav," July, 1982.

NOAM Adult Education Program, Flatbush, NY 1982-83.

Summer Machon, Hevrah Aliyah Toranit (2 lectures), August, 1983.

Young Israel of Hillcrest, Sunday lecture, Fall, 1985.

Young Israel of Hillcrest, Lecture Series (3 sessions), Fall, 1985.

Torah Umaddah Lecture, Yeshiva College, Spring, 1985.

Lecture, Jewish Free University, Nov 12, 1986, West Orange, NJ.

Young Israel of Hillcrest, Lecture series, "The Meaning of Peshat and Derash" (5 sessions), Spring, 1989.

Tisha BeAv Program at Talmud Torah of Flatbush, Summer, 1989.

Lehrhaus at Lincoln Square Synagogue, "The Rabbinic View of Communal Catastrophe" (6 sessions), Fall, 1989.

Lecture, Yavneh Minyan of Flatbush, "The Sociological Implications of tashvu ke-cein taduru," Feb 10, 1991.

Lehrhaus at Lincoln Square Synagogue, "The Book of Ezekiel" (6 sessions), Spring 1991.

Congregation Kneseth Israel, Far Rockaway, NY, "The History of the Oral Torah," Feb 6 & 13, 1991. 

College of Jewish Studies, Binghamton, NY, "New Light on the Dead Sea Scrolls," April 25, 1991.

Yeshiva College Shabbat Scholar-in-Residence, "The System of Derashot Hazal," May 24-25, 1991.

Shaarei Zion Synagogue, Brooklyn, NY, Talmud class (4 sessions), Oct-Nov, 1991.

Cong. B'nai Jehudah, Kansas City, MO, "The Cosmic and Personal Drama of Creation," Nov 26, 1991.

Scholar in Residence, Young Israel of Staten Island, Dec 21-22, 1991.

Shaarei Zion Synagogue, Brooklyn, NY, Talmud class (4 sessions), Dec 1991-Jan 1992.

Derishah Institute, "The Sugya and Its Structure," Jan 21, 1992.

Talk, Hendon Synagogue, Hendon, London, England, May 9, 1992.

Lecture, Hendon Synagogue, London, May 9, 1992.

Seminar on Rabbinic Exegesis, Jews College, Hendon, London, May 11, 1992.

Talmud Class, Hendon Beit Midrash, Hendon, London, May 11, 1992.

Public Lecture, Hampton Garden Suburb Synagogue, Hampton, London, May 
12, 1992.

Talmud Class for United Synagogue Rabbis, Jews College, Hendon, London, May 13, 1992.

Acceptance Speech, Baumol Faculty Incentive Award Ceremony, YU, May 26, 1992.

Acceptance Speech, Harbatzat Torah Award, MBY Dinner, Brooklyn, NY, May 26, 1992.

Lecture on Modern Academic Talmud Study, RCA Convention, Homowack Lodge, Spring Glenn, NY, June 17, 1992.

Henry Kaye Memorial Lecture, "Archaeology in the Second Temple Period," Belle Harbor, NY, December 21, 1992.

Yeshiva College Shabbat Scholar-in-Residence, "The Sevara in Understanding Torah Shebikhtav, April 23-24, 1993.

Scholar-in-Residence, Shavuoth, Tifereth Beth David Jerusalem, Montreal, Quebec, May 26-27, 1993, four lectures.

Lecture, "Patterns in the Torah: The Real Codes," Tifereth Beth David Jerusalem, Montreal, Quebec, May 29, 1993.

Yeshiva College Shabbat Scholar-in-Residence, "Birth Order and Other Sequences, November 19-20, 1993.

"R. Tzadok of Lublin," in lecture series "Giants of the Twentieth Century," YUWO Manhattan Junior League, March 2, 1994.

Scholar-in-Residence, Young Israel of Bellmore, June 4, 1994.

"The Human Condition and Divine Justice: Hazal's View," Young Israel of Avenue J, November 18, 1994.

"Patterns in the Torah," Cong. Beis Yeshaya, Flatbush, December 23, 1994.

"The Ramban's Introduction to Sefer Shemot," Young Israel of Avenue I, Flatbush, December 24, 1994.

"Mattan Torah - The View of the Ramban," Mini-Kollel at Cong. Bais Knesses, Flatbush, December 25, 1994.

"Patterns in the Torah," Mini-Kollel at Cong. Bais Knesses, Flatbush, January 1, 1995.

"The Rabbinic View of Evil and the Human Condition," Fifth Avenue Synagogue, Jan 8, 22, Feb 12, 1995.

"Rabbinic Approaches to Theodicy," Young Israel of West Hempstead, Jan 29, 1995.

"Historical Context & Background to the Talmud," Sephardic Institute, Feb 7, 1995.

"Sources & Typology of Sugyot," Sephardic Institute, Feb 14, 1995.

"The Completion of the Talmud," Sephardic Institute, Feb 21, 1995.

"A Chassidic View of the History of Halachah & Human Knowledge," Young Israel of West Hempstead, Oct 29, 1995.

"Watch Out: A Rabbinic View of Sin and Suffering," Board of Rabbis of Greater Philadelphia, Oct 30, 1995.

"Tzaddik ve-Ra Lo: A Neglected Rabbinic View," Riverdale Group, Nov 28, 1995.

"Patterns and Sequence in the Torah," Lower Merion Synagogue, Jan 31, 1996.

"One Thing After Another: The Consequences of Sequence in Nahmanides' Commentary on the Torah," The Harry Wolpoe Memorial Seminar, West Hartford Commission on Jewish 
Education, Feb 29, 1996.

"The Decay of Community and the Rise of Charismatic Leadership," West Hartford Commission on Jewish Education, Feb 29, 1996.

"A History of Omnisignificant Midrash Halakhah," Sephardic Institute, Mar 14, 21, 28.

Series of three classes on Jewish thought for CCAR, Mar 25-27, 1996.

"A Neglected Rabbinic View of Sin and Suffering," Penn Lecture, Akiba Academy, Philadelphia, PA, May 14, 1996.

"The Ramban on Devarim," Sons of Israel Congregation, Allentown, PA, Aug 31, 1996.

"The Career of a Prophet According to the Ramban," Yeshiva College Shabbat Scholar-in-Residence, December 21, 1996.

"An Alternate Approach to Suffering," Tintner Lecture, Hebrew Union College, January 7, 1997.

"An Introduction to Tanakh," series of lectures, Flatbush Institute for Torah Study, Feb-June, 1997.

"The Purpose and Function of Torah shebi-Ktav," Young Israel of Flatbush Shavuot Program, June 11, 1997.

"Structure and Theme in the Ramban's Perush al HaTorah," Cong. Tomchei Torah, Brooklyn, NY, Jan 17 and 24, 1998.

"A Rabbi in Mahoza: Rava and the Challenges of His Time," Me'orot Program, Jan 20, 1998.

"The Determination of the Status of Electricity in Hilkhot Shabbat: A Chapter of Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Halakhic History," Yom Iyyun at the Young Israel of West Hempstead, July 29, 1998.

"The Determination of the Status of Electricity in Hilkhot Shabbat: A Chapter of Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Halakhic History," Me'orot Lecture, Nov 17, 1998.

"Three Lectures on Jewish Thought," Salem Seminars, Flatbush, NY, December 12 and 26, 1998, and Jan 2, 1999.

"An Introduction to the Two Torot," Shaarei Zion Synagogue, Flatbush, NY, weekly series, Dec 5, 1999-Jan 8, 2000.
"Biblical and Talmudic Archaeology," Fifth Avenue Synagogue, Jan 23, 2000.

"The Friedberg Genizah Project," Association of Jewish Libraries NY Metropolitan Area Chapter Workshop, March 9, 2000.

"Tzadik ve-ra lo: The Experience of Suffering," Ma'ayan: Torah Studies Initiative for Women, Boston, MA, March 26, 2000.

"What the Cairo Genizah Can Teach Us," Young Israel of West Hempstead, May 21, 2000.

"What We Can Learn from the Cairo Genizah," The Jewish Lecture & Performance Series, Queens College, Sept 20, 2000.

Scholar in Residence, Cong. Etz Chaim of Kew Gardens Hills, NY, Nov 10-11, 2000.

"Progressive Revelation in Late Nineteenth Century Eastern Europe," Maayan Lecture, Boston, MA, Nov 19, 2000.

Scholar in Residence, Cong. Beth Abraham, Bergenfield, NJ, Nov 24-25, 2000.

Radio interview on Transmitting Jewish Traditions on "Awake, Alive and Jewish," by Michael Hoffman, Washington, D.C., Dec 3, 2000.

"The Rambam and the Order of Mishnaic Tractates," talk at Young Israel of Avenue J, Feb 3, 2001.

"R. Zadok and the History of Halakha," Young Israel of Flatbush, "Tea and Torah" series, Feb 9, 2001.

"Mahoza: A Fourth-century Babylonian Jewish City," Young Israel of Avenue J, May 25, 2001.

"What's Missing in our Understanding of the Culture in Which the Bavli was Composed?" 10-part lecture series, JCC of the West Side, Feb 7-May 9, 2002.

"The Persian Background of the Babylonian Talmud," Kingsway Jewish Center, "Lunch and Learning" series, April 13, 2002.

"Babylonians and Persians," Sephardic Institute, April 28, 2002, May 13, June 10.

"Hilkot Niddah in Persian Context," Derishah class, May 20, 2002.

"Rabbinic, Sasanian, and Roman Law," 4-part lecture series, JCC of the West Side, May 23-June 13, 2002.

"The Theology of the Dual Torah," 6-part lecture series, JCC of the West Side, October-November, 2002.

"Hilkot Niddah in Persian Context," Yeshiva Chovevei Torah, Nov 26, 2003.

“Responses to the Challenges of Biblical Criticism and Modernity,” JCC of the West Side, Nov-Dec 2003 6-part Lehrhaus series.
“The Jews in Persian Babylonia,” Cong. Etz Chaim of Kew Gardens Hills, March 14. 2004 (scheduled—cancelled due to hospitalization).

“Jews in Babylonia,” Central Queens Y, March 21, 2004 (scheduled—cancelled due to hospitalization).
“Modern Orthodoxy—the Fourth Century Version” at Edah Conference, Feb 20, 2005.

“The Cosmopolitan Babylonian Talmud,” the inaugural panel for YU Museum exhibition, “The Printing of the Talmud,” YU Museum, April 11, 2005.

Scholar-in-Residence, Yale University Hillel, Nov 4-5, 2005-11-28

YC Jewish Studies Colloquium, “Modern Orthodoxy—the Fourth Century Version” Nov 10, 2005.
Scholar-in-Residence,  Princeton University Yavneh, March 4-5, 2006, 3 lectures.
Scholar-in-Residence,  Hyland Park, NJ, 2 lectures.

Scholar-in-Residence, Maale Adumim, Israel, “Yehudim ve-Tarbut Parsit bi-Tqufat ha-Amoraim,” May 27, 2006.

“Persians and Jews in Iranian Mesopotmia,” 4-part series at JCC of the West Side, May 30, June 5, 12, 19.

Scholar-in-Residence, Cong. Bnai Yeshurun, Teaneck, NJ, Dec 1-2, 2006.

“The Bavli in Iranian Mesopotamia: Religious, Cultural, and Socioeconomic Aspects,” at Ma’ayan in Boston, MA, 4-part series, Nov., 2006.

“Communication of Ex-Communication: An Examination of Two Rabbinic Policies,” Torah in Motion, Toronto, Canada, March 26, 2007.

“Conditional Gifts in the Bavli,” lecture in Toronto, Mar 26, 2007.

“Limmud ha-Torah According to R. Zadok ha-Kohen of Lublin,” Cong Agudath Israel, Brooklyn, May 22-23, 2007.

“Communication of Ex-Communication: An Examination of Two Rabbinic Policies,” RCA Convention, NY, NY, May 29, 2007

“The Babylonian Jewish Communities,” series of lectures, Sephardic Institute, Brooklyn, NY, May 8, 22, 29-June 3, 2007

“An Introduction to the Intellectual History of the Bavli,” JCC of the West Side, five lectures in May    31-June, 28, 2007.
Scholar-in-Residence, Sephardic Jewish Center, Brooklyn,  June 8-9, 2007.

“The Bavli in Its Persian Context,” class at the Center for Advanced Jewish Studies, Philadelphia, 21 June, 2007.
"Were the Babylonian Amoraim Torah Umadda Jews?," at the ChampionsgateII conference, Orlando FL, August 19-21, 2007, lecture given August 20. 2007.
“Purim and Shavuot,” lecture given at Cong. Agudah Achim, Brooklyn, June 9, 2008.
“Introduction to Midrash Halalkah,” July 20-21, Scranton Pa

“The Unknown Jewish Community that Gave Us the Bavli,” Young Israel of Long Beach,” Aug 3, 2008.

“Modern Orthodoxy: The Fourth Century Version,” Ohav Shalom Synagogue, Washinigton, D.C., Sept 30, 2008’
“Jews and Iranians in Talmudic Babylonia,” YCT Yom Iyyun at SAR, Feb 2, 2009.

“R. Zadok Hakohen on Geulah and Galut: Universal, Natiional and Individual,” YC Yom Iyyun, April 26, 2009.

“The Talmud’s View of Suffering and Sin,” Kingsway Jewish Center, June 6, 2009.

“R. Zadok haKohen on Exile and Redemption: How to View Life’s Failures and Setbacks,” Talmud Torah Learning Program [at Cong. Talmud Torah of Flatbush], June 10, 2009.
“Modern Orthodoxy: The Talmudic Version,” Talmud Torah Learning Program, July 22, 2009.

Scholar in Residence, Yale University Slifka Center, May 2, 2010
“History and Torah,” Talmud Torah of Flatbush, May 13, 2010

“Modern Orthodoxy—The Fourth Century Version,” Kol Mevasser Shabbaton, NY, NY, October 29-30, 2010.
"Modern Orthodoxy—The Fourth Century Version,” Lower Merion Synagogue, Bala Cynwed, PA, Mar 6, 2011.

Series on the problem of the individual in society according to 19th and 20th century Eastern European Jewish thinkers (R. Zadok Hakohen of Lublin, R. Avraham Bornstein of Sochochov, R. Shimon Shkop, R. Yitzhak Hutner,), Cong. Beis Moshe Shmiel , Brooklyn, NY (July-August)
“Geopolitics and Tolerance: Iran, the Magi and the Jews,” The Chautauqua Institution, Chautauqua, NY, Aug 2, 2011.



