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Curriculum Vitae

as of February 2011
PERSONAL

 Resided in Israel, 1949-1965
Resided in Canada, 1965-1970

Residing in New York, New York, 1970 – Present

ACADEMIC

UNDERGRADUATE

B.A., Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, June 1963

Majors: Hebrew Literature and Political Science
Hebrew Literature 


Major Areas of Concentration:

Modern Hebrew Literature

Literature of the Haskalah Period, the Renaissance and Modern Israeli Literature


(Professors S. Halkin, S. Werses and G. Shaked)

Moralistic and Philosophical Literature (Professor I. Tishbi)

Minor Areas of Concentration: 
Medieval Hebrew Poetry (Professors H. Shirman and A. Mirsky)

Hebrew Language (Professors H. Rabin and U. Ornan)

Supplementary Courses:

Yiddish Literature (Professor D. Sadan)

Talmudic Literature (Professor E. E. Urbach)

Political Science
Major Area of Concentration:

Political Philosophy (Professors M. Zeliger and S. Avineri)

Minor Area of Concentration:

Principles of Government (Professors B. Akzin, E. Gutman and Y. Dror)

Supplementary Courses:

Systems of Government and Administration.

GRADUATE

Bar Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel, 1963-1964

Completed all course requirements for the M.A. in Modern Hebrew Literature under Professor B. Kurzweil. Unable to submit thesis due to the move to Canada.

M.A., Bernard Revel Graduate School, Yeshiva University, New York, NY, 
June 1972

Thesis: The Traditional Jewish World in the Fiction of Joseph H. Brenner
Major Area of Concentration: Modern Hebrew Literature

Supplementary Courses: Hebraica and Judaica

Ph.D., Bernard Revel Graduate School, Yeshiva University, New York, NY, 
January 1979
Thesis: The Traditional Jewish World in the Writings of Joseph H. Brenner
Major Area of Concentration: Modern Hebrew Literature

(Professors H. Leaf and G. Churgin)

Minor Area of Concentration: Jewish Philosophy

(Professors I. Hyman, L. Stitskin and G. Churgin)

Modern Jewish History (Professors I. Lewin and H. Grinstein)

Supplementary Courses: Hebraica and Judaica

(History, Biblical and Talmudic Literature)

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Instructor, World Bible Contest for Jewish Youth, 1963-1965

Instructor, Hebrew Language and Literature, Bible and Jewish History, Joseph Wolinsky 

Collegiate, Winnipeg, Canada, 1965-1967

Instructor, Hebrew Language and Literature, Bible and Jewish History, Community Hebrew Academy of Toronto, 1967-1970

Instructor, Hebrew Literature, College of Jewish Studies at Beth Tzedec, Toronto, Canada, 

1968-1970

Instructor, Bible, Midrasha L’Morim-Teachers College, Toronto, Canada, 1969-1970

Adjunct Lecturer, Hebrew Language and Literature, Herbert H. Lehman College, CUNY, New York, NY, 1971-1972

Adjunct Instructor, Hebrew Language and Literature, James Striar School, Yeshiva University, New York, NY, 1972-1974

Instructor, Hebrew Language and Literature, Brooklyn College, CUNY, New York, NY, 1974-1979

In Brooklyn College served as:


-Member, Teaching Observation Committee, 1976-1978


-Member, Committee on Required Hebrew Courses


-Department Advisor, Committee on Purchase of Hebrew Books for the Brooklyn           

             College Library

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Modern Hebrew Literature, Hunter College, CUNY, New York, NY 1984-1997

Assistant Professor, Hebrew Language and Literature, Yeshiva College and Isaac Breuer College, Yeshiva University, New York, NY, 1979-1992

Associate Professor, Hebrew Language and Literature, Yeshiva College and Isaac Breuer College, Yeshiva University, New York, NY, 1992-Present

In Yeshiva University, served as:

-Chairman, Hebrew Language and Literature Department of Yeshiva College and   

  Isaac Breuer College

-Member, Appointments and Reappointments Committee of Yeshiva College

-Member, Yeshiva University Israel Joint Program Committee

-Member, Ad Hoc Curriculum Committee of the Jewish Studies Faculty of Yeshiva College

-Faculty Advisor, Eta Beta Rho, National Hebrew Honor Society

-Faculty, Advisor, HaMashkif, Hebrew Literary Journal

-Member, Executive Committee of the Division of Jewish Studies

-Member, Middle States Accreditation Self-Study Committee of Yeshiva University

-Faculty Representative, Yeshiva College Senate, 1981-1984 and 1987-1989

-Member, Committee in Ceremonial Occasions, Yeshiva University

-Coordinator, Advanced Placement Jewish History Program, 1990-1997

-Jewish Studies Cluster Head, Yeshiva College, 1995-1999

PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS

The Traditional Jewish World in the Writing of Joseph Hayim Brenner, Reshafim, Tel Aviv, Israel 1994.

Existence and Memory in the Writings of Aharon Appelfeld and Yosef Chaim Brenner and other Writings, Jerusalem, Israel 2010.
IN PREPARATION

1. A collection of essays dealing with the Israeli political and cultural scene – being prepared for print
2. The Teaching of Hebrew in North America, a collection of essays – in progress

ARTICLES
Various book reviews in Pi Haaton, student newspaper of the Hebrew University, and in Yediot Ahronot, 1962-1964.

“Tachana Vaderech, Abraham Broides’ Recent Volume of Poetry, “Bitzaron, Vol. LXII, No.3 (January-February, 1971), pp.155-58.

“A. Appelfeld as a Short Story Writer,” Bitzaron, Vol. LXIII, No. 2 (November-December, 1971), pp. 71-75 (under the name of Samuel Gizri).

“A. Appelfeld, the Creator of the Epos of the Holocaust Survivors,” Hadoar, January 14, 1972, pp. 150-51.

“The Problem of Visiting Teachers from Israel,” Hadoar, June 2, 1972, pp.464-65.

“The Visiting Israeli Teacher and the Jewish Reality in the United States,” Hadoar, June 16, 1972, pp. 491-92.

“The Visiting Israeli Teacher and Methods of Instruction in American Jewish Schools” Hadoar, June 23, 1972, pp.509-10.

“The Israeli Teacher and the Teaching of Jewish History and Literature in America,” Hadoar, June 30, 1972, pp.527-28.

“Are Israeli Teachers Necessary?,” Hadoar, July 7, 1972, pp. 539-40.

“Baruch Kurzweil as a Literary Personality,” Hadoar, November 10, 1972, pp. 7-8.

“The Literary Legacy of Baruch Kurzweil,” Hadoar, November 17, 1972, pp. 22-24.

The Traditional Jewish World in the Fiction of Joseph H. Brenner, M.A. thesis, 1972.

The Traditional Jewish World in the Writings of Joseph H. Brenner, Ph.D. thesis, 1979.

“The Study of Hebrew and Religious Groups in the U.S.,” Bitzaron, Vol. III, Nos. 9-10 Winter-Spring, 1981, pp. 80-83.

“On the Present and Future of American Jewry (On a Lecture by Cynthia Ozick),” Bitzaron, Vol. III, Nos. 11-12 (Summer-Fall, 1981), pp. 89-91.

“An Interview with Aharon Appelfeld,” Bitzaron, Vol. IV, Nos. 13-14 (Winter-Spring, 1982), pp. 5-17.

“The Real Agnon (On Studies in the Works of S.Y. Agnon and H. Hazaz by Rena Lee)”, Bitzaron, Vol. V, Nos. 17-18 (Winter-Spring, 1983), pp. 115-22.

“On Nurit Govrin’s The Brenner Affair,” Bitzaron, Vol. VIII, Nos. 29-30 (Winter – Spring, 1986), pp. 69-75.

“The Case of Navot: On Feminism and Femininity in Modern Hebrew Literature,” Hadoar, April 7, 1989, pp. 19-20.

“Israel and the Zionist Vision – Amos Oz in an Ideological Tangle,” Bitzaron, Vol. IX, Nos. 41-42 (Winter-Spring, 1989), pp. 43-49.

“The Historical Alliance: Between the Synagogue and the Mikveh,” Nekuda, No. 142, July 1990, pp. 22-24, 49.

“Between Left and Right: The Political Horse Trading in Israel,” Hadoar, August 10, 1990, pp. 12-14.

“Avner Holtzman’s Monograph on Avigdor Hameiri, “Bitzaron, Vol. X (new series), April 1990-April 1991, Nos. 45-48 (375-378) - Jubilee Issue, pp. 177-82.

“The Israeli Left and the American Neoconservatives,” Hadoar, November 1, 1991, pp. 7-8; November 15, 1991, pp. 10-11; December 13, 1991, pp. 8-9.

“Is New York Burning?,” Hadoar, Vol. LXXII No. 17, July 9, 1993, pp. 8-10; No. 19, August 14, 1993, pp. 7-9; No. 20, August 27, 1993, pp. 7-9; No. 23, October 15, 1993, pp. 10-11; No. 24, October 29, 1993, pp. 6-7.

“A Tree is Planted in Toronto, Grows in New York and Its Fruit Ripen in Jerusalem – On Nessa Rappaport’s Novel Preparing for Sabbath,” Hadoar, Vol. LXXV, No. 19, August 23, 1996, pp. 21-23; No. 20, September 6, 1996, pp. 36-38; No. 21, September 20, 1996, pp. 19-21; No.22, October 11, 1996, pp. 21-23; No. 23, October 25, 1996, pp. 19-20.

“The Categorical Imperative, or the One-Eyed Morality – On Michael Lerner’s Ideological Stands,” Hadoar, Vol. LXXVI, No. 1, November 8, 1996, pp. 7-8; No. 2, November 22, 1996, pp.6-8.

“The Schism That Arouses and Sharpens the Memory – On the First Yahrzeit of Premier Yitzhak Rabin’s Death,” Hadoar, Vol. LXXVI, No. 8, February 21, 1997, pp. 7-10; No.9, March 7, 1997, pp. 7-8.

“America, McCarthy is Returning…” Hadoar, Vol. LXXVIII, No. 10, March 19, 1999, pp. 11-13; No. 12, April 30, 1999, pp. 8-9.

“Bittersweet Joy – The Settlement of the Hidden Jewish Accounts in the Swiss Banks, “Hadoar, Vol. LXXIX, No. 5, January 7, 2000, pp. 10-12; No. 6, January 21, 2000, pp. 9-13; No. 7, February 4, 2000, pp. 11-13; No. 8, February 18, 2000, pp. 10-13.

“The People’s Will and the Knesset’s Authority,” Hadoar, Vol. LXXX, No. 4, January 5, 2001, pp. 9-11; No. 6, February 2, 2001, pp. 8-10; No.7, February 16, 2001, pp. 13-14; No. 11, May 4, 2001,  pp. 13-14.

“Religious Circles in America and Their Attitude to the Study of Hebrew,” The Jewish Press, March 2, 2001, p. 79.

“A Partisan in the Ghettos of Western Galicia, or the Memoirs of a Prisoner,” Hadoar, Vol. LXXX, No. 20, September 17, 2001, pp. 13-15; No. 21, September 28, 2001, pp. 12-14; No. 22, October 12, 2001, pp. 10-11; Vol. LXXXI, No. 3, December 7, 2001, pp. 10-13; No. 13, May 10, 2002, p.13.

“An Interview with Aharon Appelfeld,” Hadoar, Vol. LXXXII, No. 2, December 2002, pp. 8-17; Vol. LXXXIII, No. 3, March 2003, pp. 6-12; Vol. LXXXIV,, No. 4, July/August 2003, pp. 7-8.

“Hebrew Language Study in Jewish Day Schools” EMUNAH Magazine, Spring- Summer, 2005.

“Two Types of Memory – Two Types of Existence; Two Types of Existence – Two Types of Memory-or in Search of the Lost Jewish Memory in Pitom Ahava by Aharon Appelfeld,” The First Chapter of a Lengthy Essay, Hador, The Hebrew Annual of America, 2006, pp. 109-115. 

“An Interview with Zisi Stavi,” the former Literary Editor of the Israeli Daily Yediot Acharonot, on the eve of his retirement, Hador 2006, pp. 200-203.

Finished writing an essay on the religiosity of the renowned literary critic Baruch Kurzweil.

PRESENTATIONS AND CONFERENCES
“The Image of the Religious Protagonist in the Stories of Y.H. Brenner,” National Association of Professors of Hebrew, National Conference on University Teaching of Hebrew Language and Literature, New York University, New York, NY, May 18, 1986.

“The Nature of Suffering in Brenner’s Works: The Jewish Dimension,” Third Annual Conference on Modern Hebrew Literature, Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion, New York, NY July 2, 1986.

“Y.H. Brenner: Judaism and/or Zionism,” Academic Conference on the Zionist Experience in Modern Hebrew Literature, Histadruth Ivrith of America and Gratz College, Philadelphia, PA, January 4, 1987.

“The Question of Israeli Identity in the Fiction of Zvi Luz,” National Association of Professors of Hebrew, National Conference on University Teaching of Hebrew Language, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA, June 1, 1987.

“Religion, Religiosity and Religious Observance: The Case of Y.H. Brenner’s Shekhol ve-Khishalon,” Nineteenth Annual Conference of the Association for Jewish Studies, Boston, MA, December 15, 1987.

“Hebrew in U.S. Universities,” Conference on the Role of Hebrew Language and Culture in the Jewish Educational System, Council for American Jewish Education, New York, NY March 13, 1988.

“Israel Past and Israel Present in Zvi Luz’s Hitztalvut,” National Association of Professors of Hebrew, 1988 International Conference on University Teaching of Hebrew Language and Literature, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, May 30, 1988.

“Socialist and Socialism in the Writings of Y.H. Brenner,” Twentieth Annual Conference of the Association for Jewish Studies, Boston, MA December 18, 1988.

“The Hebrew Achievement Test of the College Board in the U.S.,” Pre-Congress on Problems of Teaching Modern Hebrew, Tenth World Congress of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, Israel, August 14, 1989.

“Self Evaluation in Aharon Appelfeld’s Katerina,” Twenty-Second Annual Conference of the Association for Jewish Studies, Boston, MA, December 16-18, 1990.

“Aharon Appelfeld and the Holocaust,” Mount Sinai Jewish Center, New York, NY, February 21, 1992.

“Secular – Religious Relations in Israel,” Camp Moshava, Indian Orchard, PA, August 1992.

“Deutschland, Deutschland – Nazi Ideology and German Intelligentsia in Modern Hebrew Literature,” Sixty-First General Assembly of the Council of Jewish Federations, New York, NY, October 1992.

“On Two Responses to the Shoah – In Front of Heaven’s Gate by Ahser Bardash and The Hunt by Aharon Appelfeld,” The Hebrew Week of the Histadruth Ivrith of America, Spring Glen, NY, July 5, 1995.

“The Zionist Dream and Its Realization – The Course of the Wind by Amos OZ,” The Hebrew Week of the Histadruth Ivrith of America, Spring Glen, NY, July 1, 1996.

“Who Built Eretz Yisrael? – Rachamim by Chayim Hazaz,” The Hebrew Week of the Histadruth Ivrith of America, Spring Glen, NY, June 30, 1997.

“Major Trends in Current Israeli Thinking,” Congregation Etz Chaim, Flushing, NY, January 10, 1999.

“The Relations Between Secular and Religious Jews in Israel Today,” Histadruth Ivrith of America, New York, NY, April 18, 1999.

“The Life and Writings of Rabbi Moshe Chayim Luzzato (Ramhal),” Congregation Etz Chaim, Flushing, NY, November 15, 2000.

“Israeli Trends Through a Literary Lens,” Congregation Etz Chaim, Flushing, NY, series of lectures October – November, 2001.

“Aharon Appelfeld and His Work,” University of Cambridge, England, April 6-9, 2003. 

A Panelist in a Discussion in Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills in New York on “Religious Zionism Today: Political and Ideological Conflicts and Challenges,” June (on Shavuot Holiday), 2006.

Conducted Workshops on Methods of Teaching Modern Hebrew Language.

Lectured on Various Subjects in Hebrew Language and Literature before Jewish Groups and Organizations.

ACTIVITIES ORGANIZED

Panel Chairman, “Issues in the Teaching of Hebrew Literature,” 1987 International Conference on University Teaching of Hebrew Language and Literature, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA, June 1, 1987.

Organized, coordinated and chaired the following conferences sponsored by Isaac Breuer College at Yeshiva University:

“S.Y. Agnon: Nobel Laureate Twenty Years After – A Promise Fulfilled,” December 4, 1987. 

“Days and Images of Sorrow and Suffering: Reflections of the Holocaust in Modern Hebrew Literature,” April 14, 1988.

“The Sephardic and Oriental Experience as Reflected in Modern Hebrew Literature,” march 29, 1989.

Chairman, The 1990 International Conference on University Teaching of Hebrew Language and Literature of the National Association of Professors of Hebrew, Yeshiva University, New York, NY, June 1-3, 1990.

Chaired Sessions of the Annual Academic Conferences of the National Association of Professors of Hebrew dealing with Hebrew Language and Literature. 

AWARDS

Award for Scholarly Achievement, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, 1960.

Rothman Prize for Outstanding Scholarship, Bernard Revel Graduate School, Yeshiva University, New York, NY, 1971.

Doctoral Scholarship, Memorial Jewish Fund, New York, NY, 1974-1975.

Doctoral Scholarship, Memorial Jewish Fund, New York, NY, 1977-1978.

Memorial Foundation Fellowship, New York, NY, 1981-1982.

Mellon Grant for the Development of Testing and Evaluation Material for the Hebrew Language, New York, NY, 1985.

Yeshiva University’s Murray and Madeleine Baumer Faculty Incentive Award for 2005.

AFFILIATIONS

President, Jewish Teacher’s Alliance of Toronto, 1969-1970.

Member, Association for Jewish Studies, 1977 – Present.

Member, National Association of Professors of Hebrew, 1977-Present

Member, National Bible Contest Committee (National Bible Contest under the auspices of the World Bible Contest and of the Department of Education and Culture of the World Zionist Organization), 1978 - 1999.

Chairman, Ad Hoc Committee of the College Board for the Development of the Hebrew Achievement Test of the Admissions Testing Program, 1984-1986.

Chairman, Committee of the College Board for the Development of the Hebrew Achievement Test of the Admissions Testing Program, 1986-1990.

Member of the Board, National Hebrew Culture Council, 1986-Present.

Member of the Executive Board, Histadruth Ivrith of America, 1987-1995.

Vice President of the Histadruth Ivrith of America, 1995-2003.
Vice Chairman of the Editorial Board of Hadoar, 1994-1995.

Chairman of the Editorial Board of Hadoar, 1995-2004.

Appointed to the Editorial Board of Hador, The Hebrew Annual of America 2005.

REFERENCES

Professor Aharon Appelfeld, Professor of Modern Hebrew Literature, University of Ben Gurion, Beer Sheva, Israel, and world renowned author.

Dr. Avraham Balaban, Associate Professor of Modern Hebrew Language and Literature, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL.

Dr. Rivka Friedman, Head of the Division of Hebrew Language and Literature, Hunter College, CUNY, New York, NY.

Dr. Lev Hakak, Associated Professor (Step Eight) and Jewish Studies Coordinator, Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA.

Dr. Abraham Holtz, Professor of Hebrew Literature, Jewish Theological Seminary, New York, NY.

Dr. Sidney Leiman, Jewish Studies Department, Brooklyn College, CUNY, New York, NY.

Dr. Moshe Pelli, Director of Judaic Studies, Department of Foreign Languages, University of Central Florida, Orlando, FL.
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