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CONTACT INFORMATION:
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aznewton@yu.edu
EDUCATION:


Harvard University, 1988-1992, Ph.D. English, with distinction, 1992


Dissertation:  “Narrative Ethics: The Intersubjective Claim of Fiction.” 

Directors: Phillip Fisher, Martha Nussbaum (Brown University)


Readers: Werner Sollors, Elaine Scarry, Henry Louis Gates, Jr.



San Francisco State University, 1986-1988, M.A., with honors, English, 1988


Haverford College, 1976-1980, B.A., Music, 1980

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY APPOINTMENTS (2007-PRESENT):


Ronald P. Stanton Chair in Literature and the Humanities, 2008-present


University Professor, Yeshiva University, 2007-present


Chair and Full Professor, English Department, Yeshiva College 2007-present


Advisory Committee, Yeshiva University Center for Ethics, 2009-present

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN APPOINTMENTS (1992-2007):

Director, Program in Jewish Studies, 2005- 2007


Jane and Rowland Blumberg Centennial Professor in English, 2004-2007

Full Professor, Department of English, 2002-2007


Chair, Jewish Studies Committee, 2002-2007


Member, Program in Religious Studies

Associate Professor, Department of English, 1998-2002
Member, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, 1997-2007

Assistant Professor, Department of English, 1992-1998

Member, Committee on Comparative Literature, 1993-2007

OTHER WORK EXPERIENCE:

Visiting Scholar, Tam Institute of Jewish Studies at Emory University, 2011

Executive Coordinator for 2007 ISSN Narrative Conference, Austin, TX, May 1-4

Fellow, Brandeis University Summer Institute for Israel Studies, 2006

Visiting Professor, Institute de Monde Anglophone, Sorbonne Nouvelle (Paris III),
2002

Visiting Fellow, W. E. B. Du Bois Institute, Harvard University, 1993-94; Summer
1995

Visiting Scholar, Hebrew University, 1991-1992

Assistant, Seminar Organization, Harvard Center for Literary and Cultural Studies,
1988-1990

Instructor, Rhetoric and Composition, San Francisco State University, 1987-1988 

HONORS:


Ronald P. Stanton Chair in Literature and Humanities, Yeshiva University, 2009


University Professorship, Yeshiva University, 2007


Plan II Directorship Nominee, University of Texas at Austin, 2006

Dean’s Fellowship, University of Texas at Austin, 2005

Friar Society Centennial Teaching Fellowship nominee, 2005

Fellow, Humanities Institute, University of Texas at Austin, Spring, 2005

Katherine Ross Richards Centennial Teaching Fellowship, UT Austin, 2003

Ransom Fellowship for Teaching Exchange at Sorbonne Nouvelle, 2002

ACLS Fellowship, 2001-2002
Perkins Prize Awards Committee, Society for Study of Narrative Literature, 2001

Achievement Award for Outstanding New Scholar, Conference of Southern
 Graduate Schools, 1999

University of Texas Nominee, Conference of Graduate Schools Gustave O. Arlt
 Award, Humanities, 1997  

Perkins Prize for Narrative Ethics, “Outstanding Contribution to Narrative Theory,” Society for Study of Narrative Literature, 1995

Thomas J. Wilson Prize for Narrative Ethics, “Best First Book by a Younger Scholar,” Harvard University Press Board of Syndics, 1995

Runner-Up, Christian Gauss Prize for Narrative Ethics, 1995

Harvard University Jones Prize for Best Dissertation in English, 1992

Charlotte W. Newcombe Fellowship, 1991-1992

Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship, 1991-1992 

GRANTS:

Author, $12,000,000 grant from Charles and Lynn Shusterman Foundation for

Shusterman Center for Jewish Studies, University of Texas at Austin, 2005

Recipient, Faculty Research Assignment Grant, University of Texas at Austin, 2001-


2002

Recipient, 
Summer Research Assignment Grants, University of Texas at Austin,

1993/1998


Recipient, University Cooperative Society Subvention Grants:


The Elsewhere: On Belonging At A Near Distance, 2004


The Fence and the Neighbor: Emmanuel Levinas, Yeshayahu Leibowitz, and Israel 


Among the Nations, 1999 


Facing Black and Jew: Literature as Public Space in Twentieth-Century America, 1998
PUBLICATIONS:

Books

The Elsewhere: On Belonging at a Near Distance.  University of Wisconsin Press, 



2005.


The Fence and the Neighbor: Emmanuel Levinas, Yeshayahu Leibowitz, and


 
Israel Among the Nations. State University of New York Press, 2001.


Facing Black and Jew: Literature as Public Space in Twentieth-Century America. 


Cambridge University Press, 1999.  


Narrative Ethics.  Harvard University Press, 1995.  Paperback edition, 1997.  

Articles
Review Essay

“The SARL of Criticism: Sonority, Arrogation, Letting-Be.”  American Literary History
13:4. Winter 2001, 603-637. http://muse.uq.edu.au/journals/american_literary_history/v013/13.3newton.html

Essays in Collections

“Narrative Ethics: The Call of Shadows.” Teaching Narrative Theory (MLA Options
 
for Teaching Series), 2010.
 “Thou, so to speak: Dei-xis” The Journal for Textual Reasoning, Volume 5, Number 1
(December, 2007). http://etext.virginia.edu/journals/tr/volume5/number1/TR05_01_newton.html.” 
“The I Answered: Response to A. Ponzio.”  Subject Matters, 2006.

 “Faces in the Textual Neighborhood: Two Poles and a Lithuanian.”  The Journal for


Textual Reasoning, Volume 4, Number 1 (November, 2005).
“Not Quite Holocaust Fiction.” Teaching the Representation of the Holocaust (MLA Options

for Teaching Series), 2005.

“’Mind the Gap’: W. G. Sebald and the Rhetoric of Unrest.”  Blackwell Companion to

 Rhetoric, University of Virginia Press, 2005. 

“David Grossman’s See Under: Love,” and “A. B. Yehoshua’s Mr. Mani.” Reference Guide to Holocaust Literature, St. James Press, 2002.


 “Incognito Ergo Sum:  ‘Ex’ Marks the Spot in Cahan, Johnson, Larsen, and Yezierska,” in Modernism at the Margins: Race and the Modern Artist, Oxford University Press, 2002.
“The Scandal of Human Countenance: Gombrowicz and Schulz in Exile From the Country of Forms” (amplified version of earlier article), in Mapping the Ethical Turn: Ethics, Literature, and Film in New Theoretical Contexts, University Press of Virginia, 2001, 227-251

“The Fence and the Neighbor: Emmanuel Levinas, Yeshayahu Leibowitz, and the Provocation of Nationhood.” Jewish Identity in a Postmodern Age, Paragon House Publishers, 1999, 67-83.

“‘Nothing but Face...To Hell With Philosophy’: Gombrowicz, Schulz, and the Scandal of Human Countenance.” Style 32:2, summer 1998, 243-260.  

“Humanism with a (Post)Social Face:  Response to Dan Schwartz’s ‘Performative Saying and the Ethics of Reading: Adam Zachary Newton's Narrative Ethics’.” Narrative 5:1, 1997, 207-221.

“From Ethics to Exegesis: Recognition and its Vicissitudes in Saul Bellow and Chester Himes.” South Atlantic Quarterly 95:4, fall 1996, 979-1007.

“Call Me/It Ishmael: The Sound of Recognition in Call It Sleep and Invisible Man.” Prospects, Cambridge University Press, 1996, 361-385.

“At Play in the Piels (and Hiphils) of the L-rd; Or, The Home of the Free and the Grave(n)--A Passover Story of Freedom and Command.” Narrative 4:3, 1996, 265-277.

“Is Jew/Greek Greek/Jew; or Does ‘Hebrew’ Mean Crossover? The Tightrope,



the Window, and the Text an Excursus on Identity.” Social Identities 1:2, 


1996, 93-106.

“Chaucer's Phenomenology of Narrative: A Reading of The Canon's Yeoman's Prologue and Tale.” Language and Style, 12:1 winter 1992, 1-18.

      In Progress:


Book

           “To Make the Hands Impure”: Art and Ethical Adventure—The Difficult and the Holy


(under consideration by Harvard University Press 
Invited contributions
“Jews on America’s Racial Map.” The Cambridge History of Jewish American Literature

(forthcoming 2013).

”Contiguities: Jewish Literatures and Literary Theory.” Prooftexts (forthcoming, 2012).  
“Jews, Blacks, and the Neighbor Thing: Philip Roth and His Readers.” In “Jews Color

 Race,” ed. Efraim Sicher (forthcoming, 2012).
“Zitsn af Spilkes” (Editorial Board Position Paper), Studies in Jewish American Literature

 issue #1 (forthcoming, 2012).

Articles
“The Abyss and the Volcano”: Bialik, Scholem, Levinas, and The Upsurge of Language.” 


” In Proximity: Religious and Secular Criticism.” 

“’That Mr. Go-Again’s Book’: Dreaming the Racial in Philip Roth.” 


PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCES/ INVITED LECTURES:
      International


Seminar Talk, “What Is An Ethics of Reading?” Yeshiva University Center for Ethics,



 May 6, 2011.


Seminar Talk: “The Voice of a Dog: Levinasian Harmonics,” Seminar on Age of the 


Witness: Perspectives on Post-Traumatic Testimony,” CUNY Graduate Center



 Writers’ Institute/Dept. of Comparative Literature, May 13, 2011.

Plenary Paper: "’From a conversation overheard in the Underground’: Voice, Anecdote, 
and the Ethics of Reading Difficult Freedom.” International Conference in 

Readings of Difficult Freedom July 5-9, 2010 in Toulouse, France. 

Plenary Paper: “Dreams From My Father/World of Our Fathers: Barack Obama, 
Patrimony, and the Anxiety of Influence” “Jews, Color, Race,” Ben Gurion 
University of the Negev, June 6-10, 2010.
“The ‘Other’ in the Other Europe.”  The International Society for the Study of European 
Ideas, Haifa University, Israel, August 18, 1998.

“The Fence and the Neighbor.”  Inter-Religious Federation for World Peace



Conference: “Reflections on Jewish Identity,” Ariel, Israel, August 19, 1997.

      National



Series of three lectures in Fall, 2011 under the auspices of the Tam Center for Jewish



Studies and affiliated departments at Emory University:

1. “Stains, Plots, and the Neighbor Thing: Blacks, Jews, and Philip Roth’s Readers,”

 October 12, 2011.

2.  “An Extreme Attention to the Real: The September 11th Memorial, Pascal’s postmortem,

 

and the Ethics of Reading” November 29, 2011. 


3. “Dogged Particulars/Overheard Conversation: Listening to Levinas’s Difficult




 Freedom, December 30, 2011.


“Of Maps and Models: The Future of Jewish Literary History: Colloquium on



Dan Miron’s From Continuity to Contiguity: Toward a New Jewish Literary Thinking”



Panelist-respondent, Jewish Theological Seminary November 21, 2010.


“Jewish American Culture Beyond Identity Politics,” Respondent, AJS Conference,




Boston December 2010.


“The Demand of Jewish Literature,” Panel Chair, AJS Conference, Los Angeles 




December 2009.


“American Jewish Liminality,” Panel Chair, ASA Conference, November 2009.


“Reading Biblical Narrative With Wittgenstein and Cavell. ” Yeshiva University, 



April, 2009.

“Coetzee, Sebald, and Phillips: Narrative Plagiarism.”  International Society for the



 
Study of Narrative 2008 Conference, Austin TX, May 1-4, 2008.


“Between Desire and Wisdom: Where DOES One Begin?” Cardozo Law School: The



 
Hebrew Bible in Contemporary Intellectual Discourse, March 16-17, 2008.
“Cultural Politics or the Ethics of Language: “The Abyss and the Volcano.” MLA


Conference, December, 2005, Washington DC.

“Walking on Moving Blocks of Ice: Reading Aggadah with Wittgenstein.” AJS


Conference, December 2005, Washington DC.

“The Elsewhere and the Beyond: A Poetics of Place in Levinas and Sebald.” AAR


Conference, November, 2005, Philadelphia.

“The Stain in the Plot: American Blacks and Jews and the Fiction of Philip Roth.”

 
Dartmouth College, April, 2005.

“Goodbye Columbus, Lindbergh Arrives: Philip Roth and Race.”  ATLA Conference, 
Austin, TX, June, 2005.

 “Textual Neighboring: Two Poles and a Litvak.” Conference on “Ethics and the

     
Neighbor,” UCLA, May 17, 2004.

“’That Mr. Go-Again’s Book’: Dreaming the Racial in Philip Roth,” 2004 MLA

       
Convention, San Diego, CA., December 27, 2003.

Panel on “Narrative and Lyrical Ethics.”  Modern Language Association 



Conference, New Orleans, December 27, 2001.



“Esther, Marcel, Alain: Proust and his Others.”  Respondent, International



Society for the Study of Narrative Literature Conference, March 8, 2001,



Rice University.

“Aggadic Men: Narrative in the Talmud.” Narrative Conference, Emory University, 
April 29, 2000.

“In Exile From the Country of Forms: Witold Gombrowicz and Bruno Schulz.” 
Northwestern University, February 9, 2000.

“Levinas’s Jewish Face and the Pathos of Anecdote.” Addressing Levinas Conference, 
Emory University, October 15, 1999.

“The Other Europe: Towards a Minor Modernism.” International Society for the Study of 
Narrative Literature Narrative Conference, Dartmouth University, April 29, 1999.

“Mirrors and the Face: Anna Deveare Smith After Levinas.” Modern Language 
Association Convention, San Francisco, December 28, 1998. 

Remarks. International Society for the Study of Narrative Literature Conference, 
University of Florida at Gainesville, April 19, 1997.

“At Play in the Piels (and Hiphils) of the Lord: A Passover Story of Freedom and 
Command.”  Society for the Study of Narrative Literature Conference, Ohio State 
University at Cleveland, April 24, 1996.

“Toward a Narrative Ethics: With an Example from Sherwood Anderson.” Society for 
the Study of Narrative Literature Narrative Conference, Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, April 17, 1993.

     Public Lectures

Investiture: Ronald. P. Stanton Chair in Literature and Humanities, December 16, 2009

“On Wonder.” Congregation Ramath Orah, New York, NY, Nov. 22, 2008.

“The Closing of the Jewish-American Mouth: Bellow, Roth, and Millenial Fiction.”  
Temple Beth Israel Lecture Series, November 22, 2000.

“Words Carry With Them The Places They Have Been” and “A Religion For Adults.” 
Weekend Scholar Series, Congregation Kesher Israel, Washington D.C., May 31, 
1996.

TEACHING (Yeshiva University):


E2043

The Novella

ITC1001

Recognition Plots

E2010

Interpreting Texts


E2051H 

Extraordinary Victorians

E2862

Melville and Ellison: Texts and Contexts 


E2086

Bellow and Grossman: Texts and Contexts


E3051

Conrad in the 21st Century


E3376H

European Novel


E3377H

Non-European Novel


1932H

Aggadic Affinities: Torah and the Modern


E1192H

Ethics and Literature
TEACHING (University of Texas at Austin):

Undergraduate
E316K

Masterworks of Literature: American

JS301 

Introduction to Jewish Studies

E 328

The 19th Century English Novel

E 356

The European Novel

E 370

Victorian Prose: Essays and Ideas

E 376L

Literary Blacks and Jews

E 375L
The Ache of Victorianism: The Literature of Loss in 19th Century England

E375L
19th British Survey: Fiction, Essay, Dramatic Monologue

E 377K

The 20th Century American Novel

E 379N

The Odd Men: Hardy and Conrad



Melville and Browning

E379N

Modern Jewish Poetry and Prose in Translation

E379N

Bellow, Roth, Grossman, and Yehoshua

E379N

Jewish American Literature

E379N

Roth, Roth, and Roth

E379S

On the (Outs)ide in 20th Century American Fiction

E 603 

History of the Novel

TC357

Theory of the Novel

E 679HA
Bottom Dogs—Reservoir Dogs: Gangsters & Lowlife in American Culture


E 679 HA
Undergraduate Writing and Research


E 679 HB
Honors Thesis 


E 367C

Bakhtin and Genre


E 367C

Midrash and Aggadah
Graduate
E 397

Narrative Theory and its Discontents

E 398

Jew/Black is Black/Jew: A Literary Thematics of Recognition

E 395M
Homelands and Diasporas, Texts and Theory

E392M
The Other Europe: Comparative East European Modernisms

E 395
Joseph Conrad

E 392M 
Theories of Narrative
E 392M
Ethics and Exegesis: Levinas and Literature

E 391 L

Conference Course: Comic Book Universes and Narrative Form

E391L

Frankfurt School Criticism

E 391 L

Conference Course: Ethics and Performance Theory

E 391 L

Conference Course: 19th Century Classical Historical Novels

E 391 L

Conference Course: Contemporary Afr-American Men’s Writing

E 391 L

Conference Course: Robert Browning

E 391L

Conference Course: Ethical Criticism

E391L

Conference Course: Questions of Travel: Benjamin/Bishop/Auden

E391L 

Conference Course: Jewish American Literature

E 691L

Conference Course: Self, Story, Performance—Benjamin and Conrad

E 691 L

Conference Course: Mikhail Bakhtin

CL 180K 
Proseminar in Comparative Literature

CL 382

Topics in Comparative Literature

CL 385

Theories of Literary Criticism

CL 390L
Towards a Minor Modernism: The Other Europe

CL 391L
Conference Course: Henry James and Other Expatriates

CL399R
Conference Course: Bakhtin and Philosophical Anthropology

       TEACHING INTERESTS
The Novel and narrative theory; the ethics of reading; 20th-century American Fiction; Victorian novel, poetry, non-fiction prose; contemporary fiction; Jewish Studies—modern Jewish literatures and modern Jewish thought; comparative national literatures and ‘minor’ modernisms; literature and philosophy (ethics, hermeneutics, philosophy of language); comics as genre and narrative form.
LANGUAGES
Hebrew (reading/speaking)


Yiddish (reading/speaking)


French (reading)


Russian (reading)


German (reading)


Latin/Greek (reading)


Professional Organizations 

 American Academy of Religion


American Studies Association

 Association for Jewish Studies


Modern Language Association 


International Society for the Study of Narrative

  Society for Textual Reasoning

SERVICE:


YESHIVA UNIVERSITY


Author, Proposal for Institute for Collaborative Work in the Humanities


Director, Planning Committee for Institute for Collaborative Work in the Humanities

Member, Presidential Task Force on Re-imagining Undergraduate Education


Member, Committee on Graduate Program in Arts and Sciences


Member, Humanities Executive Committee

Member, Kressel Research Scholars Committee

Yeshiva College

(English Dept) Tenure cases and third-year reviews for all TT Faculty (5)

(English Dept) Redesign, English Major and Curriculum, Webpage

(English Dept) Search Committees (5)


Stern English Department Search Committees (3)


Governance Committee


Honors Director Search Committee


Curriculum Review Coordinating Task Force


Task Force on Cultural, Historical, Social Fluency


Student Comportment Initiative


Bridge-Curriculum for Law School/YC Honors Program


Student Integrity Panels (5)
UT AUSTIN

Search Committee, Executive Director for UT Center for Jewish Studies, 2006

Grant Author, UT Schusterman Center for Jewish Studies, 2005

Search Committee, Boyer Chair in Biblical Studies, 2004

Acting Director, Program in Jewish Studies, 2002-present

Chair of Committee on Jewish Studies, 2002

Coordinator/Advisor, Jewish Studies Major, 2002-

Faculty Advisor/Curricular Liaison, UT Hillel Organization, 2000-2001

Co-coordinator/Advisor, Jewish Studies concentration, 1998-2000

Advisor, Sigma Tau Delta Honors Society, 1999-2000

Evaluator, Overseas Study Committee, 1997-1998

Co-founder, Orthodox Congregation, Texas Hillel, 1994

Departmental Advising 


      Undergraduate Mentor Program, 1996- present

      Graduate Pre-registration, 1995- present

      Undergraduate Pre-registration, 1994-1995

Departmental Administration

    Member, Executive Committee, CMES, 2003-present


Assistant Graduate Coordinator, Comparative Literature, 2000- 2002


Reader, Texas Studies in Language and Literature, 1992- present

Member, Qualifying Exam Committee, 1998-2000


Chair, Nineteenth Century British Literature Interest Group, 1997-2001


Member, Sub-Committee of Graduate Planning Committee, 1997-1998


Member, Executive Committee, 1996-1997


Member, Honors Program Committee, 1995-1996


Member, Governance Committee, 1995-1996


Member, Undergraduate Program Committee, 1994-1995


Member, Writing Contest Committee, 1994-1995; 1992-1993

Program  in Comparative Literature


Acting Graduate Advisor, summer 2000-2001



Chair, Advisory Committee, 2000-2001     


Elections Officer, Graduate Steering Committee, 2000-2001


Dissertation Committee, 2000-2001


Course Committee, 1995-1996



Professional


     Editorial Board, Journal of Textual Reasoning




External Referee, American Council of Learned Societies 



Reviewer, PMLA

Reviewer, Torah U’Madda Journal

Reviewer, Novel

Reviewer, Journal of Moral Philosophy

Reviewer, Duquesne University Press

Reviewer, Robert Frost Journal

Editorial Board, Texas Studies in Language and Literature

Reviewer, Oxford University Press 


Reviewer, Cambridge University Press

     Reviewer, State University of New York Press



Participant, Orthodox Forum


     External Evaluator, Eugene Lang College of The New School



External Evaluator, Penn State University, Altoona


     External Evaluator, Israel Science Foundation


     Invited lecturer, Congregation Ramath Orah, New York


Invited lecturer, Jewish Community Association of Austin


Invited lecturer, Beit Midrash of North Texas for Adult Learning


Invited lecturer, Congregation Kesher Israel, Washington, DC

Ph.D./M.A. Candidates Supervised/Co-Directed (UT Austin):
Ph.D.

Banafsheh Madaninejad, “The Sufi-Kantian Thought of Abdolakarim Souroush” 
(current)

Rachel Hertz, Bronte, Ph.D 2009, “Marking Time: Temporality and Victorian Narrative 

Poetics”

Lee Rumbarger, Ph.D 2006, "We Moderns: Stein, Bowen, and Woolf"

Margarita Marinova, Ph.D 2005, “Visitation Rights (and Wrongs):

     Americans and Russians Discover Each Other, 1881-1926”

Marcela Sulak, Ph.D  2005, “Leyb-Halpern, Hughes, Lorca, and Crane: Literary

Modernism in 1920s New York”

Michael Martin, Ph.D. expected, 2007, “Tact of Vision: Modernity and the

   American Expatriate 1865-1914”

David Barndollar, Ph.D., 2004, “The Poetics of Complexity and the Modern Long

      Poem”

Jason Craft, Ph.D., 2004, “Fiction Networks: The Emergence of Proprietary,

    

Persistent, Large-Scale Popular Fictions” 

Mary Grover, Ph.D., 2000, “Fleshing Out the Victorian Sphere of Letters”


M.A.


Rachel Hertz, M.A., 2004, “Marking Time in Dickens and Conrad”


Eliana Schonberg, M.A., 2001, “Trading Time and Place: Nostalgic Exchange in


André Aciman and Anton Shammas”


Kristin Monroe, M.A., 2001, “Writing Morocco: Author, Epistemology, Subject”



(second reader)


Leona Rumbarger, M.A., 2000, “Unrestrained Narrative in Heart of Darkness”


Darryl Kovalich, M.A., 1997, “’To Make a Backward and Forward Connection’:


Dewey, Bakhtin, and American Ethnicity”

Paula Holcomb, M.A., 1997, “The Ethics of Miss Lonelyhearts”

Member of Committees

Harold Revelson, Ph.D., 2004, “Rabbinic Concepts of Creation” (CMES)

Seungdo Ra, Ph.D., 2004, “The Symbolic Value of Natural Elements in the Work

   
 
of Andrei Platonov” (Slavic)


Eve Dunbar, Ph.D., 2004, “The Crossroads of Race: Passing and Profiling  in

      

Dunbar, Larsen, Himes, and Roth”


Leona Rumbarger, Ph.D. 2004, “We Moderns: Stein, Bowen, Toklas”


Thomas Hastings, Ph.D, “The Compositional Poetics of Hebrew



Satire”  (Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures)

Walker, Stanwood, Ph.D., 2001, “The Classical-Historical Novel in 19th Century 
Britain” 


Seth Paskin, Ph.D. (candidacy withdrawn), “Levinas’s Method in Totality and 



Infinity with regard to Heidegger” (Philosophy)


Greg Moore, D.M.A., 1999, “Xenophilia: Piece for Studio Orchestra and African



Percussion” (Music Composition)

Ralph Rodriguez, Ph.D., 1997, “Chicana and Chicano Fiction Into the Nineties:


Genre and Contestation” (English)

Aime Ellis, Ph.D., 1999, “Caliban: A Struggle for Presence in the Americas and


The Black Atlantic” (Comparative Literature)

Chidsey Dickson, Ph.D., 1997, “First Year Composition as Cultural and


Rhetorical Theory” (English)


Andrea Sokol-Albert, D.M.A., 1995, “Harmonic Evolution in the Piano


Of Gabriel Faure” (Musicology)

English and Plan II Honors (UT Austin)


Cristina Ramage, Moby Dick


Stephen Blaisdell, “Suppression of Voice in Conrad”


Sophia Kwong, “Superhero Comics and Origins”


Anya Rous, B.A., 2006, “Novels of David Grossman”


Jordan Hirsch, B.A., 2003, untitled novel

Andrew Hawkins, B.A., 2000, “Public and Private Rooms in de Lampedusa’s The Leopard”


Jeffrey Burandt, B.A., 2000, “The Autobiography as Fiction: The Snows of 



Yesteryear
Christopher Guider, B.A., 2000,  “Distancing and Displacement in Elias Canetti,

   
       Gregor Von Rezzori, and W.G. Sebald”


Alice Wang, B.A., 2000, “Figural Figures: Puppets and Dolls in Literature and


Video Art”


Christopher Funderberg, B.A., 1999, “ Hero and Setting in L’Education 


Sentimentale and Glamorama”


Philip Myer, B.A., 1999, “The Fiction of Russell Banks”


Allison Ehlig, B.A., 1998, “Art and Commerce Through the Figure of the 


Gangster”


Allison Standish, B.A., 1998, “Love Thy Neighbor: Mexico in American Film and


Literature”


Bonnie Llewellyn, B.A., 1998, “The Great Gatsby in Film” 


Charles Flynn, B.A., 1998, “The Fiction of Philip K. Dick”


Jay Ellwanger, B.A., 1998, “Exploring Masculinities in Hollywood Cinema”

Tobias Peterson, B.A., 1997, “The Rhetoric of American Disaster Films”


Brooks West, B.A., 1997, “Narrative Power: The Depiction and Promotion of


Black Identity”


David Saldivar, B.A., 1997, “Writing ‘I’s: Identity Formation in First-Person 


Narrative” 


Recy Dunn, B.A., 1997, “Neither White Nor Black But Something Else”


Janie Hayes, B.A., 1996, “Author and Hero: A World Apart”

2nd Reader

McDaniel Brown, B.A., 1998, “The Novels of Thomas Berger”

Saulmon, Stephanie, B.A., 1997, “Women and the Golem Figure in Jewish

     

Literature”

Précis of Books


Since 2006, much of my time has been taken up by program-building and administration.  In my last two years at the University of Texas at Austin, I directed the Jewish Studies Program and authored the grant that led to the creation of the Schusterman Center for Jewish Studies.  Since coming to Yeshiva University in 2007 as English Chair, I have overseen the creation and implementation of a new English curriculum, tenured three faculty and made our most promising tenure-track appointment, helped engineer the Yeshiva College curriculum review and developed a proposal for a YU Institute for Collaborative Work in the Humanities.   Inasmuch as the trajectory of my research interests has evolved over the course of four books in the ten years preceding, a brief description of each follows: 

1. Narrative Theory/Ethical Philosophy


Even if I might write a somewhat different book under the same title today, the feature of Narrative Ethics (Harvard UP, 1995) I prize most is its crosshatching of voice across customary boundaries of period (19th/20 centuries) and literary tradition (English/American)— Sherwood Anderson/Joseph Conrad; Dickens/Julian Barnes/Kazuo Ishiguro; S.T. Coleridge/Philip Roth—a set of conjunctions doubled on the theoretical plane by a braiding of philosophies (Mikhail Bakhtin, Stanley Cavell, and Emmanuel Levinas).  This dialogical impulse to “face” texts at each other, to make them speak in call-and-response, has driven all my subsequent work. Narrative Ethics is cited often and has been the recipient of several awards since it was published, and was cited in the January 1999 PMLA special-topic issue on “Ethics and Literary Study” as a central text in the field. 


2. American Studies


For my second book, Facing Black and Jew: Literature as Public Space in 20th Century America, (Cambridge UP, 1988, I paired texts by, among others, Ralph Ellison and Henry Roth, Chester Himes and Saul Bellow, David Bradley and Phillip Roth, and theories of figuration by Levinas and Benjamin.   In it, I exchanged accidental and unself-conscious allegory (“Black-Jewish relations”) for the willful sort creatively engineered by criticism (“facing Black and Jew”).  At its simplest, “facing” here denotes the tension between caricature and visage, between the obscured and obscuring face of Black Jewish relations (trope-haunted, bewitched by images) on the one hand, and the face of the Other (or a text), on the other, that dispels the spell cast by both persons and figures. 


3. Modern Jewish Thought


In weighing the questions of nationalism, law, limits, and the place of two commentary Jewish philosophers inside the bounds of philosophy and without for my third book, The Fence and the Neighbor: Emmauel Levinas, Yeshayahu Leibowitz, and Israel Among the Nations (SUNY Press, 2001), takes a logical next step beyond the previous two by segueing from “face” to “place.”  Stepping itself, or journeying, plays a central role as I speculate on what I call “the impingement of place upon the philosopher”—how, in this case, hailing from Lithuania and Latvia and ending up in Paris and Jerusalem helps to gloss the respective politics of nationhood in Levinas’s and Leibowitz’s thought.  At its core, The Fence and the Neighbor enabled me to juxtapose two important philosophical figures as neighbors adjoined by a common fence—a move that is, once again, a critical posture as much as a methodology.

4. Comparative Literature


For my fourth book, The Elsewhere: On Belonging at a Near Distance (University of Wisconsin Press, 2005), I revisited my original port of call, the topography of narrative relations while mapping the question of region in a more strictly cartographic sense.   Not merely an adventitious rhyme, the modulation from face to place in my own intellectual sojourn signifies a logical transposition of my focus on an ethics of call-and-response in my first two books to the frictions brought about by belonging to a place and finding oneself elsewhere.  While that step was implicit in The Fence and the Neighbor’s concern with points of origin and arrival (albeit obliquely or on the margins), The Elsewhere puts locatedness—material dispossession as well as imaginative repossession—in the immediate foreground.  It focuses on literary memoir by 20th century writers from East Central Europe and the Levant: W. G. Sebald/Aharon Appelfeld; Witold Gombrowicz/Bruno Schulz; Elias Canetti/Gregor von Rezzori; André Aciman/Edward Said; and Anton Shammas/Dan Pagis.   As it turns out, each coupling pairs a Jewish and non-Jewish author, and therein can be found part of the project’s originality: an exploration of the poetics and politics of belonging whereby memoirs about “place,” “flight,” “border,” and “beyond,” discover new permutations at the margins of encounter.  This would be the specifically intertextual import of “belonging at a near distance”: creating affinities between texts and traditions such that one work becomes another’s elsewhere.

5. The Ethics of Reading


Finally, my completed manuscript, “To Make the Hands Impure”: Art and Ethical Adventure, The Difficult and the Holy, revisits the intersection of aesthetics and ethics by placing the question of coordinate reading practices, literary and Judaic, in the foreground.  The preface, “Meaningful Adjacencies,” initiates the first of  a sequence of intertextual couplings or constellations by juxtaposing a virtuosic passage about a cemetery from W. G. Sebald's The Emigrants, and Michael Arad's design for the September 11th Memorial, Reflecting Absence, and the Introduction looks at explorations of touch and the corporeal by Jean Luc Nancy, Jean-Louis Chrétien, and Jacques Derrida.   It then proposes the rabbinic concept of tum’at yadayim (“impurity of the hands”) for kitvei kodesh (“holy writings”) as a pivoting metaphor for hermeneutical purchase on sacred and secular writing and the ethics of reading.   Subsequent chapters link Edward Said and Emmanuel Levinas as exponents of secular and religious criticism, respectively, and outsider artist Henry Darger and Blaise Pascal, very different authors of  “religiously” charged texts that only accidentally found themselves in readers’ hands. Individual chapters also and separately treat Levinas, Bakhtin, Cavell, and a group of modernist writings on language and translation by Bialik/Agnon/Rosenzweig/Scholem/Derrida. 

TEACHING STATEMENT
“A work of art,” writes the poet and critic Paul Valéry, “should always teach us that we haven’t previously seen what we are seeing.”  True enough.  But isn’t it also teaching that teaches us that we haven’t previously seen what we are seeing; or heard or read what we are hearing and reading?  

I believe that, duly revised, this extract serves just as compellingly as an in-a-nutshell version of my “pedagogical philosophy.”  I have shelled many such nuts across the years, gleaned from poets, novelists, philosophers, critics, and theorists.  (In fact, the whole point of quoting in the first place is twofold: 1) to emphasize that words carry the places they have been; 2) to show that literature is never innocent: more than merely echoing others’ words, we must take active possession of them, and by adding our voice to them make them half our own.)

But it qualifies as something of a misnomer to call this a philosophy of pedagogy.  Rather, it’s a praxis. A maxim from the Oral Torah speaks of the educator’s imperative to “develop” or “raise up” many pupils.  Literally rendered, however, the maxim means, “cause many students to stand”—that is, as I interpret it, teachers should occupy pedagogical space only long enough to get out of the way and make way for students to stand (for) themselves.  

Only thus do teachers encourage students’ own footing within a text or critical approach.  And indeed, when I “raise up” or “develop” this very maxim performatively, I have been known, on occasion, to ask students actually to stand at their places, in the same room in which only a few moments before they were all seated and I was the only one upright.  This—I tell them—is the posture you will progressively assume for the next twelve or fourteen weeks: to “verticalize,” to exchange sitting for standing, to exert force upon a resting object--yourselves as well as the books you hold in your hands.

As if that weren’t drama enough, I typically emphasize that task by contrasting it with the famous scene from the film Dead Poets Society in which the magnetic, noncomformist teacher stands up on his desk in order to shift his perspective and compels his students to follow suit in order to alter theirs.  The would-be Emersonian message (in a Hollywood formula picture that celebrates non-conformity) is to “make your lives extraordinary,” paradoxically enough, on the model of an “extraordinary teacher”—as played by Robin Williams, no less.  

So I ask my students to think about the difference between the kind of standing on desks that happens only in movies, and the verticality students exercise as practitioners of a given text in their own right.  Tearing out pages from a poetry anthology (that movie’s other oft-quoted scene), vicariously satisfying though it may be, pales, I suggest to them, beside the less theatrical but no less muscular relation to books I call "rubbing the text": “As if by chance, to rub in such a way that blood spurts out is perhaps the way one must ‘rub’ the text to arrive at the life it conceals…to tear from words the secret that time and conventions have covered over with their sedimentations” (Emmanuel Levinas).   

At bottom and at best, a literature class should be an intensive practicum in how to rub text—actively, performatively, imaginatively, ethically.   That my students end up teaching me in turn is the real gift, of course, since at their self-possessed best, their voices mean new readings.  And so it is only right that they cause me to stand too, as I become the student of my students. And thus, a final extract: “To my mind there is nothing quite like the classroom in all of life. Sometimes when we are in the midst of talking—when one of you, say, has pierced with a single phrase right to the heart of the book at hand—I want to cry out, ‘Dear friends, cherish this!’" (Philip Roth).  For shouldn't a classroom should teach also its teachers that they haven’t previously seen what they are seeing?  Mine have.
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