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EDUCATION 

THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA

Ph.D in Jewish History.  Passed dissertation defense with distinction. (September 2006)
MPhil in Jewish History (July 2002)
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY


B.A. in History (May 1994) with general and departmental honors

LANGUAGES:  Hebrew, Yiddish, German, Russian, Spanish.

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
Visiting Scholar at the Simon Dubnow Institute for Jewish History and Culture at Leipzig University (August 2012)
Natalie and Mendel Racolin Memorial Fellowship at the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research (2010-2011)
Harry Starr Fellow in Judaica at Harvard University (2009-2010)

Assistant Professor, Yeshiva University (September 2007 to present)

Assistant Professor, Baltimore Hebrew University (September 2006—June 2007)
Doctoral Fellow at the Center for Jewish History (New York) (2005-2006)

PUBLICATIONS
Books: 
The Tragedy of a Generation: The Rise and Fall of Jewish Nationalism in Eastern Europe (Harvard University Press, 2013).

Oyfn Sheydveg: At the Crossroads: Jewish Intellectuals and the Crisis of 1939.  Part of the Academy Project at the Simon Dubnow Institute, Leipzig. (Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht, 2014).  
Articles (Peer-Reviewed):

“Between External Persecution and National Renaissance: Simon Dubnov’s Lachrymose Vision of Russian-Jewish History,” in Jews in the East European Borderlands: Essays in Honor of John D. Klier, edited by Eugene M. Avrutin and Harriet Murav (Academic Studies Press, 2012).
“Between Martyrology and Historiography: Elias Tcherikower and the Making of a Pogrom Historian,” East European Jewish Affairs (December 2008).
“In the Age of Haman: Shimon Dubnow and His Students on the Eve of the Second World War,” Simon Dubnow Institute Yearbook, IV (2005).

“At the Crossroads between War and Genocide: A Reassessment of Jewish Ideology in 1940,” Jewish Social Studies, Vol.11, No. 2 (Winter 2005).

Articles (In Progress):

“Yiddishism and the Dilemmas of National Autonomy: The Cases of Lithuania and Latvia.”

Book Review:

Review of Kenneth B. Moss, Jewish Renaissance in the Russian Revolution, (Cambridge MA, Harvard University Press, 2009). Jewish History Vol. 27, Issue 1 (March 2013). 
Papers Presented

Organized and participated in a roundtable discussion, “What is Diaspora Nationalism?: Toward a Definition and Research Agenda,” the Association for Jewish Studies (December 2012).

“To the Battlefield or Back to the Ghetto?  The Diaspora Nationalist Debate on the Eve of World War Two,” presented to the Jewish Studies Colloquium of Yeshiva College (April 2011).

“Integrale Yidishkeyt: Modern Yiddish Culture’s Turn Inward in Response to the Holocaust,” presented as the Natalie and Mendel Racolin Memorial Lecture at the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research (February 2011).
“Diaspora Nationalism and Yiddishism between Hope and Despair: The Case of Revolutionary Russia,” presented at the conference, Rethinking the History of Jewish Nationalism: An International Symposium at UCLA (January 2011).
"Creating a Nationalist Scholarship in Yiddish: The Cultural Work of Zelig Hirsh Kalmanovitch, 1908-1915," presented to the Association for Jewish Studies (December 2010).
“At the Crossroads: Simon Dubnov and His Disciples at the Eve of World War II,” presented at the International Conference, Historicizing the Jewish People: Simon Dubnov at 150 at the Simon Dubnow Institute for Jewish History and Culture at Leipzig University. (November 2010).
“Autonomist Politics in Revolutionary Russia,” presented at the Harry Starr Fellowship Seminar at Harvard University (March 2010).

"The Romanovs and the Jews: Between Collective Memory and Historiography," presented to the conference, Jews in the East European Borderlands: Daily Life, Violence, Memory at University of Illinois (April 2009).  
“Between Politics and Culture: Diaspora Nationalism in Revolutionary Russia,” presented to the Association for Jewish Studies (December 2008).
“Diaspora Nationalism in Revolutionary Russia: Between Utopianism and Realism,” presented to the Jewish Studies Colloquium of Yeshiva College (March 2008).
“Martyrology and Historiography in the Works of Elias Tcherikower,” presented to the Association for Jewish Studies (December 2006).
“Yiddishism as Redemptive Nationalism: Zelig Kalmanovitch’s Vision of Jewish Culture in the Era of Autonomy in Lithuania (1921-1924),” presented to the Association for Jewish Studies (December 2005).

“At the Crossroads of Crisis and Continuity in a Journal of Counter-Emancipation,” presented to the Association for Jewish Studies (December 2000).

“Peretz, Prophecy, and Piety in the Writings of Zelig Hirsh Kalmanovitch,” presented to the Association for Jewish Studies (December 1999).

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Courses taught:
East European Jewry, 1648-1917. Graduate Course (2011, 2012).  Undergraduate Elective Course (2013)
Vilna: A Jewish Cultural Metropolis: 1700-1943. Undergraduate Elective Course.  (2012)
Modern Jewish History, 1650-1967.  Undergraduate Survey (2006 to present)

Medieval Jewish History, 312-1492. Undergraduate Survey Course (2006 to present)
Classical Jewish History, 586 BCE-312 CE.  Undergraduate Survey (2010, 2011)

East European Jewry Confronts Modernity: The Haskalah in Russia.  Graduate Course (2007).
The History of Lithuanian Rabbinic Culture, 1750-1939.  Graduate Course (2008)
From the Marketplace to the Theater: The Emergence of Modern Yiddish Culture. Graduate Course. (2006, 2011, 2012)
From Talmudism, Mitnagdism and Musarism to Haskalah, Socialism, and Zionism: Lithuanian Jewry’s Path to Modernity (Adult Education Course, 2004). 
Teaching Assistant (Jewish Theological Seminary):
Vilna: History of a Jewish Cultural Citadel (2003).

Modern Jewish History (Section Leader, 2003)

Historiography as Meta-History (2002).

Medieval Jewish History (1998, 1999, 2003).
HONORS/ AWARDS
2012-- New York City Seminar in Jewish History: New Directions (by invitation only).  Organized by Professors Elisheva Carlebach, Hasia Diner and David Sorkin.
2007-2008 Lillian F. and William L. Silber Professor of the Year Award (selected by the students of Yeshiva College) (2007-2008).
Participant in the First International Forum of Young Scholars of East European Jewry in Leipzig, Germany, sponsored by the Nevzlin Center of Russian and East European Jewish History at the Hebrew University and the Simon Dubnow Center for Jewish History and Culture at Leipzig University (Participation Competitive) (July 2004).
The Lady Davis Doctoral Fellowship at the Hebrew University (declined for personal reasons) (2003-04).

Research Prize from the Golomb Fund of the “Committee Pro-Yiddish” (2002).

Stanley J. Friedman Graduate Fellowship in Jewish History (2000-2001, 2002-2003).

The First and Second International Seminars in Yiddish Studies for advanced Yiddish students (Participation competitive) (in Israel, Summer 1999 and in New York, Summer 2001).

Rabbi Joel S. and Sylvia M. Geffen Prize, Graduate School of JTS (May 1999).

Abraham Berliner Prize in Jewish History, JTS (May 1999).  

Charles H. Revson Fellowship, Advanced Jewish Studies (1997-1999). 

Maryland Distinguished Scholar Award--1990-1994.

Phi Beta Kappa and Golden Key Honor Society in junior year (1993).

ADDITIONAL STUDY
Uriel Weinreich Program in Yiddish Language, Literature and Culture (Summers 1997 and 1998)

UNIVERSITY SERVICE
Majors’ Advisor.  Advised Jewish Studies majors in Yeshiva College regarding which courses to take in the coming semester in order to fulfill their major requirements. (2010-2011).
Interviewer for admission to Honors Program at Yeshiva College (2008-2009)
Advanced Placement Jewish History Examination Committee. Co-wrote and graded the Yeshiva University Advanced Placement Examination in Modern Jewish History (2008, 2009, 2011)

Committee for Doctoral Oral Comprehensive Exams, Bernard Revel Graduate School.
Second-reader of dissertation, Bernard Revel Graduate School.  
Reader for Yeshiva University Press.  
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
Association for Jewish Studies

American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies

American Historical Association
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