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Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid significantly more potent than traditional opioids like heroin. The
ease of production and distribution coupled with its potency has made fentanyl a highly attractive
option for drug traffickers. Illicit fentanyl production and trafficking have led to an alarming

increase in overdose deaths and related public health emergencies.

According to a 2023 report by UNODC, the increased number of deaths is not because of an
increase in users. Rather, the increase is directly attributable to the lethal effects of fentanyl itself.
The opioid epidemic, driven by the illicit trafficking and abuse of powerful synthetic opioids like
fentanyl, has emerged as a global public health crisis. These opioids, with their potent and deadly
properties, have claimed countless lives and pose a severe threat to communities worldwide. Any

reduction in the flow of fentanyl on the streets is countless lives saved.
While writing your position papers, please research and address the following points:

- Source of Fentanyl: Identify the primary sources and production hubs of illicit fentanyl.
Which countries are the major producers and exporters of fentanyl?

- Trafficking Routes: Explore the major trafficking routes for fentanyl. How does it enter
and move within your country or region? What methods and technology are used for
smuggling fentanyl?

- Public Health Impact: Analyze the public health consequences of the fentanyl epidemic in
your country or region, including overdose statistics, addiction rates, and the strain on
healthcare systems.

- Prevention: What measures has your country taken to combat the epidemic and to prevent
fentanyl from entering the country and hitting the streets? What measures have other

countries implemented that have seen success?

In your research, you should not limit yourself to the topics mentioned above, as these will only
be the starting point of our discussion. Make sure to explore this topic in depth so you can prepare
for the complicated talks we will be having.



Please remember that you represent your country’s views, not your own. In addition, you will
submit all papers through Turnitin, so do not plagiarize. Lastly, please familiarize yourself with
the YUNMUN handbook and procedure.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me at aorgen@mail.yu.edu. | look

forward to reading your work and working with you to solve this crucial issue.

Best of luck,

Allie Orgen

Chair, UNODC
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