
Allie Orgen 

UNODC: Topic #1 - Cross-Border Organized Crime  

YUNMUN XXXIV 

Cross-border organized crime presents a significant global challenge with far-reaching 

consequences. The illicit activities of criminal networks, which have a detrimental impact on 

security, human rights, and public health worldwide, include:  

- Arms Trafficking: The illegal trade of firearms and ammunition fuels violence, conflict, 

and terrorism across borders. 

- Human Trafficking: The illicit trade in human beings for forced labor, sexual exploitation, 

and other purposes violates fundamental human rights.  

- Drug Trafficking: Illicit drug trade is a pervasive issue that transcends borders, affecting 

public health, security, and socioeconomic development.  

Cross-border organized crime imposes grave dangers to society. The proliferation of arms fuels 

violent conflicts, undermining regional and global peace. Human trafficking subjects vulnerable 

individuals to unimaginable suffering and exploitation. Drug trafficking takes a devastating toll on 

public health, contributing to addiction, disease, and violence in communities. These illicit 

activities disrupt the social fabric, threaten security, and inhibit socioeconomic progress. By 

exploiting border vulnerabilities, criminal organizations and non-state actors can destabilize 

regions and undermine security. 

While writing your position papers, please research and address the following points:  

- Describe your country's current border security policies and their effectiveness in 

addressing cross-border organized crime. Explore the correlation between border security 

measures and the extent they deter or facilitate cross-border organized crime activities, 

such as arms, human, and drug trafficking. 

- Examine the shared responsibility among countries, international organizations, and law 

enforcement agencies in addressing and dismantling smuggling networks. Additionally, 

explore the question of primary responsibility: should it lie with the country from which 

illicit traded materials are exiting or with the country into which they are entering? 



- What policy recommendations and strategies should be implemented to counter cross-

border criminal activities? What measures has your country taken? Has it been effective?  

- Assess how arms, human, and drug trafficking have impacted your country. Determine if 

your country is primarily a destination, transit, or source for such illicit activities and the 

resulting consequences. Examine if your country is involved in cross-border organized 

crime, and if so, provide justifications for such involvement or identify steps taken to 

combat it. 

In your research, you should not limit yourself to the topics mentioned above, as these will only 

be the starting point of our discussion. Make sure to explore this topic and your country in depth 

so you can prepare for the complicated discussions we will be having.  

Please remember that you represent your country’s views, not your own. In addition, you will 

submit all papers through Turnitin, so do not plagiarize! Please familiarize yourself with the 

YUNMUN handbook and procedure. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me at aorgen@mail.yu.edu. I look 

forward to reading your work and working with you to solve this crucial issue.  

Best of luck,  

Allie Orgen  

Chair, UNODC 
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